At a MEETING of the BRIDPORT TOWN COUNCIL held in the Town Hall,
Bridport on Tuesday 24 April 2007 at 7.00 p.m.
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C.D. Wild

PUBLIC FORUM

Cleo Evans spoke in respect of Minute 48 and in her capacity as a Bridport resident highlighted the contribution to West Bay that the Inside Out Festival would bring and hoped that the Town Council would be supportive of this project.
43.
APOLOGIES

Apologies for absence were received from Cllrs: Mrs S.A. Bagnall, Mrs C.L. Clare, Mrs C.A. Murless, R.H. Nicholls and D.R. Tett. 
44.
MINUTES
The minutes of the meetings held on 6 February and 27 March 2007 were confirmed as a correct record and signed by the chairman (Town Mayor).

45.
DECLARATIONS OF INTEREST
The previously recorded interests declared by town councillors in the minutes listed below were noted.


Cllr Mrs G.L. Fifield re-iterated her declaration of a personal and prejudicial interest in respect of planning application A1/13 of the planning meeting held on 16 April 2007.

Cllr C.M. Ray declared a personal and prejudicial interest in respect of planning application A1/2 of the planning meeting held on 16 April 2007, as a nearby resident.


Cllr Mrs M.J. Ray declared a personal and prejudicial interest in respect of
planning application A1/2 of the planning meeting held on 16 April 2007, as a nearby resident.

           (The above declarations were made in respect of resolved planning matters and there was no discussion or comment by Council on these planning applications)

46.
STANDING ORDER B14 (b)

There were no questions pursuant to standing order B14 (b).


47.
COMMITTEES
(a)
PLANS COMMITTEE

The minutes of the meetings of the Plans Committee held on 19 February, 19 March and 16 April 2007 were presented by Cllr Mrs G.L. Fifield (Vice Chairman). 

RESOLVED: that the minutes of the above meetings of the Plans Committee be received.


(b) 
ENVIRONMENT AND SOCIAL WELLBEING COMMITTEE

The minutes of the meeting of the Environment and Social Wellbeing Committee held on 7 March 2007 were presented by Cllr C.D.  Wild (Chairman).  

RESOLVED: that the minutes of the meeting of the Environment and Social Wellbeing Committee held on 7 March 2007 be received.

(c)
FINANCE AND GENERAL PURPOSES COMMITTEE

The minutes of the meeting of the Finance and General Purposes Committee held on 4 April 2007 were presented by Cllr C.M. Ray (Chairman).  

RESOLVED: that:

(i) the minutes of the meeting of the Finance and General Purposes Committee held on 4 April 2007 be received and the recommendations therein agreed,

(ii) 
In respect of Minute 78, that the approval of the Statement of Accounts and Statement of Assurance for the year ending 31 March 2006 be ratified,
(iii)      In respect of Minute 79, the approval of the annual review of the Risk Management Strategy Policy document be ratified,
(iv)      the updated Bridport and West Bay Town Plan be adopted by the Town Council.
48.
AWARDS FOR ALL: INSIDE OUT FESTIVAL

Consideration was given to the report of the Town Clerk, ENCL: 1768.

RESOLVED: that;

(a) the town council supports the “Counter Currents” event for West Bay and makes an application to the Awards for All Lottery Fund in partnership with Activate,
           (b)       the Town Council awards a grant of £250 to this project.

49.
THE RIFLES DORSET: FREEDOM OF BRIDPORT

The Town Clerk reported that at the instigation of the Town Mayor, informal contact had been made with the new regiment, The Rifles, the successor to the former Devonshire and Dorset Regiment. The Rifles value retaining the very close links which the Devon and Dorsets had with their places of origin and as such would be greatly honoured if they were granted the Freedom of Bridport. If this came about, it was hoped that at some point during 2008, the Freedom could be exercised. 
RESOLVED: that the freedom of Bridport, originally conferred upon the former Devonshire and Dorset Regiment in 1967 be extended to the Rifles Regiment, following its creation in 2007.
50.
COMMUNICATIONS
(a) Town Clerk:  
(i) As this was the last meeting of the current Council, the Leader of the Council spoke on behalf of the Town Council to express thanks to the Town Clerk, Ron Gregory who is to retire in July 2007 and paid tribute to his judgement and handling of the town council’s affairs,

Mr Gregory responded by thanking the Leader for his comments and expressed his appreciation to the Town Council staff for all they had done and how much he valued the partnership with town councillors which had developed over their and his term of office.
                (ii) Turning to the matter of the Town Clerk’s replacement, the Leader suggested that there was a need to start the process as soon as is practicable. In view of the pending local elections and the difficulty in forming a working party, the Town Clerk suggested that an advert together with the job description and person specification could be drafted quickly in order to get things moving.

           RESOLVED: that the Town Clerk be delegated authority to place an advertisement and draft the job description and person specification for the position of the Town Clerk in consultation with the Leader of the Council.

          (b) the Town Mayor reported that the dredging work at the harbour, West Bay, was now complete and remarked what a good job had been done to clean up the areas of work but was concerned about the colour of the sea water which he hoped would be temporary. 


(c) the Town Clerk informed town councillors that: - 


(i) the count for the forthcoming elections for the Bridport South and North wards would take place at the Corn Exchange, Dorchester on Friday 4 May 2007 and is likely to begin after 1:30 pm being preceded by the district council wards starting at 9:15 am. 


(ii) the Department for Communities and Local Government have notified that the revised model Code of Conduct for all local authorities will come into effect from 3 May 2007.  The revised code will apply to all local councillors in England and it consolidates the four separate model codes for elected members of principal authorities, parish councils, the National Park and Broads authorities and Police authorities.
(iii) an informal Council Meeting will take place immediately following the end of this meeting.

The meeting closed at 7.35 p.m.
The next meeting of the Bridport Town Council (Mayor Making) will be held on

24 May 2007 
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