PLANS COMMITTEE

Minutes of the meeting of the HIGHWAYS AND TRANSPORTATION SUB COMMITTEE of Bridport Town Council held at Mountfield, Bridport on Thursday, 26 June 2008 at 2.30 pm.

PRESENT:
Cllr 
G.J. Ackerman
 Ms S.J. Williams




C.M. Ray
Also in attendance: Cllrs: Mrs M.J. Ray, D.G. Rickard and K.G. Wallace.




PC Scott McGregor (Bridport Police) Christina Squires 



(WDDC Licensing Officer) and Mike Harvey from the 




Chamber of Trade and Commerce.       

1.
ELECTION OF CHAIRMAN

RESOLVED: that Cllr Ms S.J. Williams be elected Chairman of the Sub Committee for the municipal year 2008/2009.

Councillor Ms S.J. Williams in the Chair

2.
APOLOGIES
           There were none. 

3.
MINUTES
The minutes of the meeting held on 1 April 2008, which had been previously circulated, were confirmed as a true and correct record and signed by the Chairman.

4.
DECLARATIONS OF INTEREST

There were no declarations of interest.
5.
WEST DORSET DISTRICT COUNCIL STREET PERFORMER AND BUSKING DRAFT CODE OF PRACTICE
The Sub Committee received a presentation for information from Christina Squires, the District Council's Licensing Officer. Christina, supported by PC Scott McGregor, outlined proposals for a code of practice to regulate street performers and buskers. Copies of the proposed code of practice were circulated at the meeting. 
The Sub Committee was being asked to comment on the principle of the code of practice. Members questioned whether such a scheme was necessary or whether the existing legislation was sufficient. It was felt that busking was often a spontaneous activity which would be difficult to licence. 

The Sub Committee thanked Christina and Scott for coming to the meeting and hoped that the comments made would be considered before a formal request was made to the Town Council to consider a scheme.

6.
BRIDPORT PARK AND RIDE
The Town Surveyor reported that the tenders to operate the service were now being returned and he would report these back for approval to the next meeting of the Finance and General Purposes Committee.
The update report was noted.
7.
PROPOSAL FOR A LAND TRAIN FOR BRIDPORT

Consideration was given to a report of the Town Clerk, ENCL: 1923.

Members felt that the proposal was interesting and should be discussed further with the operators. The following matters would need to considered:

· the operators were unlikely to get approval to use the A35 Sea Road South. 
· the stops in town would need to be looked at.

· the operators would need to confirm if they needed planning permission for storage for the train.
· it was understood that the service would need the approval of County Highways and the traffic commissioners.

RESOLVED: that further discussions take place with the operators on the issues set out above, before the Town Council gives its formal response.
8.
ISSUES RAISED BY THE BRIDPORT AREA OLDER PEOPLES’ FORUM 


Councillors considered a report of the Town Surveyor, ENCL: 1924.

The following updates were received:

1.
Pavements
	Issue
	Action

	Hole outside the Post Office at West Bay
	This had been reported to the landowner, WDDC.



	Uneven paving stones between Pet Shop and George Hotel in South Street 
	The Town Surveyor had raised the issue of paving stones in the town with the County Highways.


	Generally, back street pavements uneven.
	Specific examples were needed.


	Chancery Lane re-surfacing needs doing. Also need for patching in North Street and Coneygar Road.
	This was to be checked.


2.
Town Centre
	Town Hall and the Boots crossings -  traffic lights not green long enough for people with disabilities to cross

	Highways were looking at this.


	Pedestrian Crossing needed at or near Fisherman's Arms
	It was understood that the traffic count did not meet the criteria for a crossing but awaiting confirmation of this in writing from Highways.


	Need for green light, indicating safe to cross, to be seen straight ahead at Town Hall crossing. 
	This was the new type of crossing which could not be changed although the sequencing could be looked at with County. 


	Pedestrian Crossing on Magdalen Lane too near corner of street - could it be moved further down the road. 

	Need to clarify where the problem area was.


	Cars parking on the pavement e.g.  Downe St and top of Victoria Grove. Need for enforcement. 
	This would be discussed with Highways.



3.
Market
	Stalls taking up too much pavement.
	A full health and safety audit was to be undertaken which would pick up both of these market issues.



	West Street traffic lights not seen on market days from East Street due to parked market van.
	As above


4.
Buses
	Hanover Court - difficult to catch bus 
	Bus issues would be discussed with County.



	Support for a bus service to and from the new Medical Centre
	As above



	Bus Stop and Bus Shelter needed in St Swithins Road 
	As above



RESOLVED: that the report be noted with the actions agreed as above. 
9.
HIGHWAY MATTERS


The Town Suveyor updated members on the following highway matters: -  

 (a)
Town Centre Traffic Review 
In partnership with County, the review was ongoing 
(b)


Victoria Grove Speed Limits 
It was noted that a 20 mph speed limit would be introduced in the road. 
(c)


West Allington – Traffic Calming


Further information was awaited from the Residents’ Association.  
(d) 
A35 Roundabouts
Highways were due to come back to the Town Council with information on planting the roundabouts.

(e)
Parking for Traders on Market Days
This matter was being pursued, along with the issue of the parking orders and parking outside shops on market days. 

(f)
Football Club Car Park

The intention to mark out and clear the car park, to allow additional parking, had been raised with the District Council, and was to be discussed further.

(g)
WDDC Land Map

A map showing all the land owned by the District Council had been received and would be made available for members.

(h)
Wykes Court Steps



The lighting was due to be installed very soon.

(i)
Cycle Stands
The proposed new cycle stands outside the Town Hall were supported.

(j)
Tourism Signage

It was noted that the Green route and signage was to be discussed at a meeting of the Open Spaces and Recreation Task Force.

(k)
Pavement Conditions
The conditions of pavements in the town centre had been raised with County.

(l)
Items raised at BLAP re: Salt House and Crown Roundabout
The issue of parking outside the Salt House would be raised with Highways, although the use of the proper lane approaching the Crown roundabout was a bigger issue of traffic education, rather than increased signage.
RESOLVED:
that the matters and actions listed above be approved.

10.
COMMUNICATIONS

The Town Surveyor reported:

(a)
He had received a letter from Councillor Ms R.C. Kayes on behalf of Chez Cuddy, asking if the pavement bench outside their premises could be moved, as it made it difficult for people eating outside the restaurant.  It was asked that the Town Surveyor write to the Unitarian Church to seek their views, prior to bringing this matter to the Plans Committee for decision.
(b)
The street mirror proposed for Wanderwell had been turned down by 
County, in view of the traffic figures for the area.
11.
DOCUMENTS LAID ON THE TABLE                         



Councillors considered a report of the Town Clerk, ENCL: 1922.


RESOLVED: that the report be noted.

The meeting closed at 4.05 p.m.

The next meeting of the Highways and Transportation Sub Committee will be held on 28 October 2008
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