At a MEETING of the BRIDPORT TOWN COUNCIL held in the Town Hall, 

Bridport on Tuesday 27 November 2007 at 7.00 p.m.

           PRESENT     Cllr 
G.J. Ackerman - Town Mayor  

Cllr 
P.J. Colfox


C.M. Ray


J.D. Hunt


Mrs M.J. Ray


Ms R.C. Kayes

D.G. Rickard

P.J. Lathey


R.J. Stoodley

Ms F.K. McKenzie

K.G. Wallace

M.P. Parsons

C.D. Wild







Ms S.J. Williams     
                                     


In the absence of the Town Mayor’s Chaplain, Canon Reverend Trevor N. Stubbs,  
Reverend Andrew Staley opened the meeting with prayers.

PUBLIC FORUM

  
There were no speakers in the public forum.
27.
APOLOGIES

Apologies for absence were received from Councillors Miss S.A. Brown, 
Ms A.M. Grear and D.R. Tett.
28.
MINUTES
The minutes of the meeting held on 25 September 2007 were confirmed as a correct record and signed by the Chairman.

29.
DECLARATIONS OF INTEREST
The previously recorded interests declared by town councillors in the minutes listed below were noted.

30.
STANDING ORDER B14 (b)
There were no questions pursuant to standing order B14 (b).


31.
MINUTES OF COMMITTEES
(a)
PLANS COMMITTEE

The minutes of the meetings of the Plans Committee held on 1 October and 

29 October 2007 were presented by Councillor Ms R.C. Kayes (Chairman). 
RESOLVED: that the minutes of the above meetings of the Plans Committee be received. 
(b)
FINANCE AND GENERAL PURPOSES COMMITTEE

The minutes of the meeting of the Finance and General Purposes Committee held on 14 November 2007 were presented by Councillor C.M. Ray (Chairman). 
RESOLVED: that the minutes of the meeting of the Finance and General Purposes Committee held on 14 November 2007 be received and the recommendations therein be adopted as set out below:


(Minute 43)
FINANCIAL ESTIMATES 2007/2008 – 2nd REVISION

RESOLVED:
that the 2007/2008 Estimates 2nd revision be approved.
(Minute 45)
JOINT BEST VALUE AND SCRUTINY AND BRIDPORT AND WEST BAY TOWN PLAN SUB COMMITTEE
	RESOLVED:


	(1)
	that the report be noted and the action to be taken in response to the External Auditor’s Report be approved with the matters raised to be set out in an Audit Plan to be reported back to the Sub-Committee.


	
	(2)
	that the Statement of Accounts and Annual Governance Statement for the year ending 31 March 2007 be received, accepted and approved.





(Minute 46)
LIBRARY CONSULTATION
The Chairman of the Committee drew members’ attention to the reasons why the Committee recommended that the Council not agree to "top up" the 5 hours reduction in opening hours at Bridport Library. The Committee had stated that whilst the Town Council was very concerned at the reduction in opening hours, it could not fund the service in this way for the following reasons:

· the power to provide library services was a County function.  Advice had been received that S137 funding could be used for this purpose but that funding was limited.

· the reported cost of the Town Council topping up the hours would be much greater for council tax payers in Bridport compared to direct funding by the County Council due to their larger tax base.

· the library was a facility used by people from beyond Bridport and it was a service more appropriately funded by the County Council.

	RESOLVED:


	(1)
	that the Town Council was unable to agree any funding towards maintaining the existing opening hours at Bridport Library for the reasons given above,.


	
	(2)
	that the revised pattern of opening times at the Library be noted.



	
	(3)
	that the Town Clerk write to Dorset County Council reiterating this Council's concern at the reduction in library provision and explaining the reasons why it felt unable to agree any funding towards maintaining the existing opening hours as set out above. 






(Minute 47)
MEMBERS’ ALLOWANCES
The recommendation was put to the vote and declared to be carried by 9 votes to 2 with 1 abstention. It was therefore: 

	RESOLVED:


	that a Scheme of Members’ Allowances be approved to commence from 2008/9 in line with the recommendations of the West Dorset Parish Remuneration Panel, that is:


	
	· a Basic Allowance for all members of  £600 per annum

· Travel Allowance for approved duties :

· Car  40p per mile

· Motor Cycle 24p per mile

and provision of £10,800 be made within the 2008/09 budget estimates.





(c)
ENVIRONMENT AND SOCIAL WELLBEING COMMITTEE



The minutes of the meeting of the Environment and Social Wellbeing 


Committee held on 21 November 2007 were presented by Councillor 



D.G. Rickard (Chairman).



RESOLVED: that the minutes of the Environment and Social Wellbeing 


Committee held on 21 November 2007 be received and the 




recommendations therein be adopted as set out below:


(Minute 15)
CLIMATE CHANGE AND SUSTAINABLE ENERGY ACT
	RESOLVED:


	(a)
	that the Council will adopt a Climate Change Policy which commits the Council to reduce its Carbon Footprint.



	
	(b)
	that the Direction Statement of the Town Plan be re-written to include an overarching commitment to reduce the carbon footprint of the entire town.



	
	(c)
	that the Council include an appraisal of the effects of global warming in future plans.



	
	(d)
	that a member level working group be established and include within its remit:

· to bring forward distinct projects for inclusion in the Town Plan (to be reported to the Best Value and Town Plan Sub Committee in December).

-
to look at the implications of becoming a 
Transition Town.


all members to be invited to serve on the Working Group (the names of those who wished to be on the Group were given to the Committee Chairman) and the Group shall meet once prior to the Best Value and Town Plan Sub Committee in December and, in this municipal year, on two further occasions prior to the next meeting of the Committee (dates to be confirmed). The Group to report back on extending its terms of reference and possible co-optees.


	
	(e)
	that neighbouring parishes, community groups and Non Governmental Organisations be invited to engage in the wider process.



	
	(f)
	that the Committee monitor and report to Council on progress.






(Minute 18)
REVIEW OF DAY CENTRE SERVICES AND CHANGES TO 



RESPITE CARE
Members generally supported the concerns raised by the Committee regarding the review of day centre services and the reported changes to respite care provision in the town.

RESOLVED: that the Town Clerk make representations to the County Council setting out the Town Council’s concerns in respect of the review of the Day Care Centre Services and the changes to respite care.

32.
PLANS COMMITTEE VACANCY
         
RESOLVED: that Councillor Mrs M.J. Ray be appointed to serve on the Plans Committee for the remainder of the 2007/2008 municipal year.
33.
BBC RADIO DORSET

Consideration was given to a report of the Town Clerk regarding BBC Radio 
Dorset, ENCL: 1851.


RESOLVED: that the Council support the campaign to save BBC Radio Dorset and make a contribution of £100 to SWEDBAG to help fund the work on the campaign. The funding to be met from the contingency budget.
34.
RESPONSE TO DISTRICT COUNCIL ACCESS STRATEGY

Councillors considered the District Council’s Access Strategy, ENCL: 1850. 

In discussion of the Strategy, the following comments were made:

· the high level of usage of the Bridport Area Office was noted and it was generally agreed that the Town Council would have liked to see a commitment to maintaining the Area Office rather than the comment that the future of the area offices would be regularly reviewed. It was felt that face to face contact was greatly valued by the people of Bridport. 
· it was felt that there should be customer representation on the Customer Focus Group 

· the web site should be reviewed to ensure it was easy for people to use.

· the Strategy should include reference to accessing the Democratic process and proposals to promote democratic engagement and participation.

RESOLVED: that the Town Clerk in consultation with the Leader of the Council be given authority to respond to the District Council in respect of the Access Strategy to include the comments as set out above.

35.
APPOINTMENTS TO OUTSIDE BODIES
RESOLVED: that the following appointments to outside bodies be approved:
(a)
Dorset Age Partnership – Councillor K.G. Wallace.
(b)
Dorset Greenwood Tree Project – Councillor P.J. Colfox.
36.
COMMUNICATIONS
The Leader of the Council reported that following the successful open day, the former Methodist Chapel at West Bay was still available to be viewed by any town councillor. The Town Clerk had written to the District Council stating that there was a lot of local interest in future community use and asking that the Town Council be involved in future discussions on the use of the building.
The Town Clerk reported that a request had been received for the Bridport and District Tourism Association to make a presentation to the next meeting of the Council in February 2008. This request was generally supported.
The meeting closed at 7.50 p.m.

The next meeting of Bridport Town Council will held on 5 February 2008 
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