PLANS COMMITTEE

Minutes of the meeting of the HIGHWAYS AND TRANSPORTATION SUB COMMITTEE of Bridport Town Council held at Mountfield, Bridport on Tuesday, 27 June 2006 at 2.30 pm.

PRESENT:
Cllr. 
C.M. Ray (Chairman)


 Cllrs: 
 Mrs G.L. Fifield

R.H. Nicholls



 Ms F.K. McKenzie



 

Also in attendance: Cllrs: G. J. Ackerman, D.R. Tett and C. D. Wild; Mr B. Paull (former Town Surveyor) and Mr M. Harvey (BCCI). 

1.
ELECTION OF CHAIRMAN

RESOLVED: that Cllr C.M. Ray be elected Chairman of the Sub Committee for the municipal year 2006/2007.

2.
APOLOGIES

Apologies for absence were received from Cllrs A.L.G. Harrison and 

H.B. Samuel.   

3.
MINUTES
The minutes of the meeting held on 4 April 2006, which had been previously circulated, were confirmed as a true and correct record and signed by the Chairman.

4.
DECLARATIONS OF INTEREST

There were none. 

5.
WDDC - CAR PARKS IMPROVEMENT SCHEME

Consideration was given to a letter from West Dorset District Council - Car Parks Improvements Scheme: Variable Message Signs, ENCL: 1651.

Members expressed disappointment at the length of time this improvement was taking to be implemented, bearing in mind it was raised as a priority item for last summer. They were concerned with the implications of agreeing in principle to contributing towards the cost of the additional signage and therefore required further details before committing the town council to any expenditure.

Reference was made to the public meeting which had taken place on 23 June 2006 and members supported the proposal that in future the football car park be renamed the Market Car Park. 

RECOMMENDED: that;

(a) WDDC be asked to provide further details on the cost of providing the additional signage the town council had recommended,

           (b) WDDC be asked to rename the football car park as the Market Car Park and for permanent signage to be erected accordingly.      

6.
A35 TRUNK ROAD
The Town Clerk reported that limited progress had been made with the discussions with Connect Roads Limited. Mr A. Bradley had agreed to undertake the drawing up of a scheme without payment and was currently liaising with Groves Nurseries. The Highways Agency was not keen on annual bedding and any form of landscaping, which may distract road users.

The Town Surveyor has been pressing for an improvement to the number of cuts per season to the grass on the roundabouts and verges. Connect have confirmed that that they are now in the process of obtaining estimates for the additional grass cutting and that this must in turn be submitted to the Highways Agency and Connect Roads Ltd to obtain their agreement.

RESOLVED: that the report be noted.  

7.
BRIDPORT PILOT PARK AND RIDE
The Town Clerk updated members on the progress being made in organising a pilot Park and Ride scheme for the summer holiday period. The First Bus Company had been engaged to provide two buses for the Wednesday and Saturday Markets from 29 July to 2 September 2006. WDDC have approved and supported the scheme and use of the West Bay Car Park and will provide a separate car park machine for pilot scheme. WDDC have set aside £1,000 to offset the costs of running the scheme. The AA had been engaged to provide appropriate signage.

The Town Clerk advised that the next stage was to develop publicity to promote the scheme and asked for member support in order to accomplish this task.

RECOMMENDED: the pilot Park and Ride Scheme as reported be approved.


8.
HIGHWAY MATTERS


Consideration was given to the following highway matters: -  

          (a)
DCC – Parking and Traffic, ENCL: 1652 
RESOLVED: that;

(i) the Dorset County Council be asked to provide a loading bay in South Street and a single yellow parking line outside Rawles Butchers in East Street restricting parking from 8:00am –5:00pm Mon to Sat,

(ii) the Dorset County Council be asked to consider the parking problem for delivery vehicles outside the George, South Street; to examine the sequencing of lights at the Town Hall and the diversion of the footpath behind Palmers Car Park,

(iii) in respect of the suggestion concerning the south end of Barrack Street that the status quo prevails.  

(b) A3066, Fishweir Fields, request for safety fence, ENCL: 1653. 
(c)
Victoria Grove – Osborne Road Steps, ENCL: 1654.

           (d)
Footpath from Skilling to the Bus Station, ENCL: 1655.
RESOLVED: that the reports in connection with (b) – (d) be noted.


(e) West Allington name plates, ENCL: 1656.
 RESOLVED: that the West Allington Residents Association be advised that the town council has no objection to the idea of replacing the road name plates with cast iron versions, subject to sufficient money being raised by the residents to finance the scheme.

9.
COMMUNICATIONS

           The Town Clerk reported:

(a) copy of a letter from a Mrs Lasenby of Bristol complaining about the weight restriction on vehicles allowed to park at the Bridport FC Car Park,

(b) the previous complaints made by the Older Peoples Forum concerning the encroachment of the taxis into the bus bay outside Frosts in West Street had resulted in WDDC arranging a meeting to discuss the matter. 

The suggestion from this meeting was that the zebra crossing be moved westwards was discussed.

RECOMMENDED: the West Dorset District Council and Dorset County Council be asked to undertake the appropriate enforcement action to deter taxis encroaching into the bus bay at West Street.

The meeting closed at 3.55 p.m.

The next meeting of the Highways and Transportation Sub Committee will be held on 10 October 2006
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