
MINUTES of the meeting of the PLANS COMMITTEE held at Mountfield,
           Bridport on Monday 29 October 2007 at 7.00 p.m.

PRESENT
Cllr 
Ms R.C. Kayes (in the Chair)


Cllrs:
G.J. Ackerman

C.M. Ray
P.J. Lathey


C.D. Wild









Ms S.J. Williams

Also in attendance: Cllrs: Mrs M.J. Ray and K.G. Wallace.   


54.
ELECTION OF VICE CHAIRMAN

Following the resignation from the Committee of Councillor Ms F.K. McKenzie, it was 


RESOLVED: that Councillor Ms S.J. Williams be elected as Vice Chairman of the Committee for the remainder of the municipal year 2007/8.

PUBLIC FORUM


There were no members of the public present.
55.
APOLOGIES
Apologies for absence were submitted on behalf of Councillors J.D. Hunt and M.P. Parsons. Councillor N.K. Cast, although not a member of the Committee, had also submitted an apology.
56.
MINUTES
The minutes of the meeting of the Committee held on 1 October 2007 were confirmed as a correct and true record and signed by the Chairman.

57.
DECLARATIONS OF INTEREST
Cllr Ms S.J. Williams declared a personal and prejudicial interest in respect of application A1/3 – Land to Rear of 92-96 South Street as she lived near to the site. Cllr Williams left the room while discussions took place and a decision was reached on this item. 

58.
PLANNING APPLICATIONS

RESOLVED: that the recommendations set out in column 4 of the attached schedules A1 and A2 be forwarded to the District Council Planning Officer. 
59.
PLANNING DECISIONS
      The Town Clerk reported for information, the planning decisions received relating to applications previously considered by the Committee, ENCL.1816. 

It was reported that the Committee was also able to make representations in respect 
of an appeal lodged for: 

2 Magdalen Lane (retrospective application) retain solar panel.
In discussion of this appeal, the Committee felt that the Planning Inspectorate should be informed that the Committee had no objections to the application.  Whilst it made its comments originally subject to the views of the Design and Conservation Officer, and did not wish go against those comments, it felt that the following factors should have been taken into account: 

· the solar panel had been in place for a number of years.
· no objections had been received 
· it was not visually intrusive
It was also felt that Planning Authorities should now take account of the new legislative responsibilities that councils had for promoting environmentally friendly measures as set out in the Sustainable Energy and Climate Change Act 2006.  The District Council should be asked to re-consider its policy on siting solar panels on listed buildings in the light of these new responsibilities. The District Council should also be asked if the Listed Building Officer would meet with the Town Council's officers to discuss the District Council's approach to such applications.

RESOLVED: that the report be noted with representations to be made to the Planning Inspectorate and the District Council as agreed above in respect of the appeal lodged for "2 Magdalen Lane - retain solar panel".  

60.
COMMUNICATIONS
The Town Clerk reported on the following matters: -
(a) 
A motion was to be discussed at the Dorset Association of Parish and Town Councils asking for support for a resolution to campaign for the "reassertion of parish and town councils as planning authorities with real powers to determine the destinies of their own local communities.


In discussion of the motion, members generally felt that they could not support such a resolution as they did not feel that parish and town councils had the resources or technical support to be planning authorities. It was felt that a better option would be for local parish and town councils to have more power to influence the content of the Local Plan in respect of their areas. This would then influence Development Control decisions.
(b)
the last meeting of the Committee had asked that legal advice be sought on the proposed variation to the S106 agreement for Priory Mills. As with many such schemes, the issue was that the lender had concerns about funding the development unless it was able take possession of the properties as a mortgagee in possession, if and when the need arises, and sell them on the open market. It was reported that the District Council was seeking to put limitations on the agreement to ensure that, as far as possible, any future sale by the mortgagee would be to local people in housing need. This was generally in keeping with the wishes of the Committee to see the affordable housing retained without jeopardising the scheme overall. 
61.
WDDC PLANNING SCHEME OF DELEGATION

Consideration was given to the West Dorset District Council’s Delegation Agreement 
Flow Diagram, ENCL: 1817.  

RESOLVED: that the flowchart be noted and the Town Clerk seek clarification on the following matters:

· where town or parish councils had objections, and the recommendation was to approve, did this mean that both minor and major applications would go to Committee, as suggested by the flowchart. 

· was it only the relevant ward member, or any District councillor, who could ask for an application to go to Committee.
62.
DOCUMENTS LAID ON THE TABLE
Councillors noted the applications for tree works at the Court House, Mountfield and 117, South Street, ENCL. 1822.  No objections were raised.
63.
NAMING OF STREETS
The Committee was asked to consider two requests for changes to the names of properties in Folly Mill Lane. It was reported that the Royal Mail had no objections to either suggested change.

It was RESOLVED:

(1)
that the request for a new property in Folly Mill Lane to be named "Walled Cottage" be approved.
(2)
that the request for a property in Folly Mill Lane to be named "Robinhood" be approved. 
The meeting closed at 8.10 p.m.


The next meeting of the Plans Committee will be held on 3 December 2007
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