
MINUTES of the meeting of the PLANS COMMITTEE held at Mountfield,
Bridport on Monday 29 May 2007 at 7.00 p.m.

PRESENT
Cllr 
Ms R.C. Kayes (in the Chair)


Cllrs:
G.J. Ackerman

Ms F.K. McKenzie
J.D. Hunt


C.M. Ray

P.J. Lathey


C.D. Wild




Ms S.J. Williams


Also in attendance: Cllrs: Miss S.A. Brown, Mrs M.J. Ray and K.G. Wallace.


1.
ELECTION OF CHAIRMAN
Cllr Ms R.C. Kayes was elected Chairman for the ensuing municipal year 2007/2008.

2.
ELECTION OF VICE CHAIRMAN
Cllr Ms F.K. McKenzie was elected Vice Chairman for the ensuing municipal year 2007/2008.

PUBLIC FORUM


Mr Ashford spoke in favour of his application A1/3 & 4 and outlined the ideas behind the proposal and stressed that the usage for the area was primarily for diners. He showed the committee sketches of the proposal.
           Mr Watson spoke on behalf of four residents and Simon Warne (7 North Allington Bridport Management Ltd.)  who were opposed to the development A1/7. They were not necessarily opposing eco-friendly houses but considered that this proposal was a gross over development of the site, there was inadequate access, would exasperate the existing parking problems, the design was not in keeping with the historic nature of the designated Conservation Area and the nearby listed buildings and was in contravention to the Adopted Local Plan CD5. He also referred to the photographs of the site and the eco-friendly development at Langport which he had provided the Town Clerk with for distribution to the committee.
3.
APOLOGIES
An apology for absence was received from Cllr M.P. Parsons.
4.
MINUTES
The minutes of the meeting of the Committee held on 16 April 2007 were confirmed as

a correct and true record and signed by the Chairman.

5.
DECLARATIONS OF INTEREST
Cllr G.J. Ackerman declared a personal prejudicial interest in respect of application A1/18 as it was next to his family business and advised that he would leave the room whilst this item was being discussed and a decision reached by the committee.

           Cllr Miss S.A. Brown declared a personal interest in respect of application A1/7 as she lived in North Allington but reserved the right to speak.
           Cllr Ms R.C. Kayes declared a personal interest in respect of application A1/ 4 and 5 as she knew of the applicant, but reserved the right to speak and advised that she would not vote in the respect of these applications.

           Cllr Ms S.J. Williams declared a personal interest in respect of application A1/ 4 and 5 as she worked in a nearby hotel but reserved the right to speak and advised that she would not vote in respect of these applications.
6.
PLANNING APPLICATIONS

            The Town Clerk circulated letters and photographs in connection with A1/7. 

RESOLVED: that the recommendations set out in column 4 of the attached schedule 

A1, A2 and A3 be forwarded to the Area Planning Officer. 
7.
PLANNING DECISIONS
      The Town Clerk reported for information, the planning decisions received relating to applications previously considered by the Committee, ENCL.1766. 

RESOLVED: that the report be noted.
8.
LOCAL DEVELOPMENT FRAMEWORK: VISION STATEMENTS
Councillors considered ENCL: 1770. Cllr C.D. Wild, in his capacity as Chairperson of the Bridport Local Area Partnership (BLAP), outlined the background to this topic and advised that any town councillor interested in this matter was welcome to join the discussions by the BLAP Planning group when it meets on 11 June 2007 at 11:00am, Mountfield. Cllr. Ms R C Kayes requested Cllr. C.D. Wild to report back on the above discussions to this committee.
RESOLVED: that;

(a)  the background report provided by Cllr C.D. Wild and that any interested town councillor was welcome to attend the BLAP Planning Group meeting on the 
       11 June 2007 be noted,
(b) Cllr C.D. Wild be requested to report back on the above discussions to a future meeting of this Committee.
9.
COMMUNICATIONS
The Town Clerk reported receipt of the following: -

(a) Bridport Household Recycling Centre:  The Dorset County Council (DCC) has lodged a planning application for an extension of time for this site which was received today and was therefore not included on the Agenda. The Town Clerk had contacted the DCC to advise them of this situation and they had agreed to extend the consultation period so that this Committee could consider the application at its next meeting. Cllr Miss S A Brown and the Town Clerk had also received a letter from the Clerk to the Bridport Quaker Meeting drawing attention to the poor state of maintenance at this site,
(b) West Dorset District Council Empty Property Strategy: The draft strategy is out for consultation and is due for adoption in Summer 2007. The BLAP Planning Group is discussing this matter at their meeting on the 11 June 2007,
(c) A3066 Beaminster Tunnel: DCC has notified that a temporary traffic order to close Beaminster Tunnel has been made which comes into effect from 30 May 2007 for a period of three days,
(d) B3157 – Coastal Road Works 2007/2008: DCC has notified that repairs to the coastal road are planned to remedy some failed surface dressing works carried out last year at Brandon Farm, Portesham to Chickerell and Swyre to Abbotsbury Castle. The two sites are programmed to be carried out between 4 June and 
     11 June 2007 depending on weather conditions,
(e) Review of Status of Footpath 40: DCC has notified that the previous review of 
     25 May 2006 was declared void and that the application to modify the definitive map and statement be refused. This has resulted in Footpath 40 being confirmed as a footpath and the line of it runs to the rear of the properties of West Bay Road from the kissing gate and connects back on to West Bay Road running west to east along the boundary of 176 West Bay Road,

(f) Mineral Cores Strategy: A third stakeholder workshop is to take place on 7 June 2007 at the Wessex Royale Hotel, Dorchester, 10:00 am until 4:00pm, 
           (g) Caravan at Bulls Pool Field, West Bay Road: West Dorset District Council has advised that they have issued a Section 77 Criminal Justice and Public Order Act 1994 notice on the occupants of the unauthorised caravan at the above location,
            (h) Priory Gardens, Priory Lane: West Dorset District Council has advised that the Public Inquiry in connection with the planning application for 14 dwellings and 12 flats with associated access road and parking will reconvene on 25 June 2007 in Stratton House, Dorchester. The Inquiry is expected to last two days.
10.
DOCUMENTS LAID ON THE TABLE
Councillors considered a report of the Town Clerk, ENCL. 1767 and the Supplementary List tabled. 

RESOLVED that the report be approved.

The meeting closed at 8.25 p.m.

The next meeting of the Plans Committee will be held on 25 June 2007
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