PLANS COMMITTEE

Minutes of the meeting of the HIGHWAYS AND TRANSPORTATION SUB COMMITTEE of Bridport Town Council held at Mountfield, Bridport on Tuesday, 3 April 2007 at 2.30 pm.

PRESENT:
Cllr: 
C.M. Ray (Chairman)


 Cllrs: 
 Mrs G.L. Fifield

Ms F.K. McKenzie

Also in attendance: Cllrs: G.J. Ackerman, C.D. Wild and Mr G. Laurie (Dorset County Council).  

Although there is no Public Forum in respect of the town council’s Sub Committees, the Chairman asked the sub committee that in view of the number of members of the public present, would they be agreeable to waive standing orders so as to permit speakers to address the meeting. He would then deal with Agenda Item 5 as the first business of the sub committee.

The sub committee agree to waive standing orders in this instance.

Mrs Jay expressed her concern about the unsatisfactory condition of the pavements in the town centre. She had fallen over and injured herself as a result. Mrs Jay queried the system of inspections. She was particularly concerned about the unsafe condition of the metal drainage channel outside the Indian Restaurant. Mr G. Laurie (Dorset County Council) advised that the pavements were a County Council responsibility and were inspected on a monthly basis and that this was supplemented by the town council staff and members of the public who reported any problems. The indiscriminate parking by delivery vehicles on the pavements has led to broken and unstable slabs. One solution was to provide additional bollards to curtail encroachment on the footpaths by vehicles. Mrs Jay favoured tarmacadam surfacing over paving slabs.  

Mrs Gregory and Mrs Harvey complained about the condition of the pavement at the turning circle at the bottom of Wanderwell Road as it was very uneven and was a hazard. They also enquired when the double yellow lines were to be painted on their road. Mr G. Laurie advised that it may be possible to include this pavement in their summer slurry programme and he hoped that the traffic orders would be made in May so as to permit the painting of the double yellow lines.

Mr Williams, representing the St Andrews Road and District Residents Association, referred to items 5 (a) and (b) on the Agenda and expressed the Association’s concern at the slippage which has occurred with the Co-op junction with Sea Road North and consider this junction to be very dangerous, requiring urgent action by the Dorset County Council. The Association favours the installation of time dependant traffic lights at this junction. In respect of the proposal for a pedestrian refuge at Knightstone Rise, he said the ever increasing traffic flows on this main route made it very difficult for residents to safely cross the road. The response to the Association’s questionnaire on this proposal was very positive and they were now seeking the town council’s support for this proposal. 

31.
APOLOGIES

Apologies for absence were received from Cllr A .L.G. Harrison and Mike Harvey (Bridport Chamber of Trade & Commerce).

32.
MINUTES
The minutes of the meeting held on 9 January 2007, which had been previously circulated, were confirmed as a true and correct record and signed by the Chairman.

33.
DECLARATIONS OF INTEREST
     There were none.

34.
HIGHWAY MATTERS


Consideration was given to the following highway matters: -

(a) Co-Op Junction, Sea Road North, ENCL: 1751.
RECOMMENDED: that the Dorset County Council be asked in view of the increasingly hazardous situation at this busy road junction to give priority to the proposed scheme and that the town council supports the St Andrews Road and District Residents Association’s preferred solution for the installation of traffic lights at this junction.

(b) Pedestrian Refuge at Knightstone Rise, ENCL: 1752.

RECOMMENDED: that the Dorset County Council be advised that the town council supports the St Andrews Road and District Residents Association’s request for the provision of a Pedestrian Refuge at Knightstone Rise. 

(c) South Street Pedestrian Crossing, ENCL: 1753.

           The Chairman advised that prior to this meeting, he had been handed a petition containing 74 signatures asking the town council to support their request for a   pedestrian crossing near the Fisherman’s Arms. Cllr C.D. Wild advised that BLAP had considered this matter and that the Area Partnership had agreed to support the proposal from the Bridport Disabled Peoples’ Forum.

RECOMMENDED: that the Dorset County Council be advised that the town council supports the request for the provision of a pedestrian crossing at South Street near the Fisherman’s Arms and opposite the original entrance to Castle Square.

(d) Speed Indicator Device, ENCL: 1754.
RECOMMENDED: that;

(a) the Dorset County Council be requested to provide a Speed Indicator Device at West Bay Road as part of their road safety programme,

           (b) the Finance and General Purposes Committee be requested to consider making budget provision for the purchase of a Speed Indicator Device.
(e) North Mills Road Industrial Estate signage, ENCL: 1756.
RECOMMENDED: that the proposed signage be agreed.

35.
CAR PARKING CHARGES

Councillors considered letters from West Dorset District Council, ENCL: 1749 and Mr P.J. Apted, ENCL: 1750.

RECOMMENDED: that:

(a) the town council writes to the West Dorset District Council requesting further information and evidence of any research undertaken by them to verify the assertions outlined in their letter,

           (b) the suggestion by Mr P.J. Apted for a single zone permit be not supported. 
36.
COMMUNICATIONS

         The Town Clerk reported:

(a)  Salt House, West Bay: Ongoing correspondence between Cllr D.R. Tett and WDDC concerning parking arrangements for users of the Salt House.

(b) Parish Maintenance Units: DCC have advised that the Coronation Road pavement width issue will be investigated and the Wanderwell Road double yellow lines are programmed for late May 2007. 

(c) Garden Close: The Town Surveyor reported receipt of a petition from the residents of Garden Close for a resident’s only parking scheme. 

      RECOMMENDED: that the residents’ proposal be supported and the Town Surveyor be authorised to investigate the matter further with the  

Dorset County Council.
(d) Highways Agency: Have issued a further Traffic Order in respect of prohibition of right turns at the Maple Gardens junction with Sea Road South (A35 Trunk Road).

(e) Bridport Chamber of Trade and Commerce: Advising that their representative was unable to attend this meeting. The Chamber requested a report on when the new town road parking signs are likely to be fitted and the re-timing of the Town Hall traffic lights. 

The Town Surveyor advised that he had been invited to their next meeting and that he would deal with these items when he attends the meeting.

(f) Woodland View, 18a Coneygar Lane: The Town Surveyor advised of the correspondence with the Dorset County Council following reports that the owner of Woodland View has placed a chain across the road on Coneygar Lane with a sign Private Land, thus preventing users of the road from turning round at the top of the lane. 
It was noted that this was a private land matter.

(g) Spinning Way, South Street: Dorset County Council advised that this matter will be investigated when the new Technical Officer for West Dorset is appointed, which they expect to be soon. 

(h) Erection of Advertising Banners: Arising from an e-mail sent by Cllr C.M. Ray, a complaint from town centre traders about the on-going fly posted banners concerning the Farmers Market and Gustomarket was mentioned.
37.
DOCUMENTS LAID ON THE TABLE                         



Councillors considered a report of the Town Clerk, ENCL: 1755.


RESOLVED: that the report be noted.

The meeting closed at 3.55 p.m.

The next meeting of the Highways and Transportation Sub Committee will provisionally be held on 28 June 2007
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