
MINUTES of the meeting of the PLANS COMMITTEE held at the Town Hall,


   Bridport on Monday 3 August 2009 at 7.00 p.m.

PRESENT
Cllr 
Ms S.J. Williams (in the Chair)

Cllrs:
G.J. Ackerman

P.J. Lathey

K.A. Day


M.P. Parsons

J.D. Hunt


C.M. Ray

Ms R.C. Kayes

D.G. Rickard (ex-officio)
 

PUBLIC FORUM

Mr Wright and Mr Wills spoke in support of the application A13/995 13, St Katherines Avenue and highlighted the revisions that had been made to the application.

The following persons addressed the Committee in respect of applications A1/1051 and A2/1052 - South West Quadrant: -

Mr Bob Driscoll spoke on behalf of WATAG and outlined their health and safety concerns in respect of the proposals for the bus station. These were also set out in their letter to the District Council, which had been copied to members of the Committee.

Mr Mike Harvey, Bridport Chamber of Trade and Commerce, highlighted the scale of the housing proposed, the conflict between the residential and commercial uses and also referred to the need to make provision for a railway.

Mrs Eileen Harding objected to the size of the residential element of the plans, which she said was not sustainable. She also said that the existing toilets should be retained until the new toilets were open.

Mr Nigel Ewens spoke in support of including a reference within the scheme to maintaining a corridor for the Brit Valley Railway.

Mr John Balfour raised concerns about the speed that the application was being processed and the scale of the housing proposed.

Mr Richard Nicholls from Dorset CPRE had concerns about the scale of the development, which he considered was not sustainable for a market town. There was also a need to support and protect the artistic community.

Mr John Wymer raised concerns about the health and safety issues relating to the location of the bus station and felt that the plans were unrealistic.

Mr Kit Glaisyer said that there needed to be more protection for the artistic community and he objected to the plans.

Ms Nicky McCretton spoke in objection to the plans and in support of maintaining and supporting the important cultural sector in the south west quadrant.

Mrs Carol Murless spoke in support of the application, which she felt would safeguard local businesses and provide much needed homes. The plans would help to regenerate the area.

Cllr Ms R.C. Kayes said that she had pre-determined the applications and would not therefore participate in consideration of the applications. She spoke in the public forum and said that her main concern was the loss of employment space in the new applications and the need to support the local businesses in that area. 

17.
APOLOGIES
An apology for absence was received from Cllr C.D. Wild. 

18.
MINUTES
The minutes of the meeting of the Committee held on 29 June 2009 were confirmed as a true and correct record and signed by the Chairman.

19.
DECLARATIONS OF INTEREST
Cllr Ms R.C. Kayes said that she had pre-determined the applications A1/1051 and A2/1052 - South West Quadrant, which could also amount to a personal and prejudicial interest. In accordance with the Code of Conduct, she was able to speak in the Public Forum but left the room while the applications were discussed and the recommendations agreed. 


Cllr Ms R.C. Kayes said, in relation to A13/995, 13 St Katherines Avenue, that she had assisted the applicant with procedural advice only but did not consider this to be a prejudicial interest. 
Cllrs P.J. Lathey and Ms R.C. Kayes declared personal interests in item B1 Flaxhayes, as members of the Stakeholders Panel. The item was for information only and was not discussed.

20.
PLANNING APPLICATIONS

In respect of applications A1/1051 and A2/1052 - South West Quadrant, members received copies of letters from: Mr J. Balfour, Mr & Mrs Broomfield, Mr & Mrs Dawson, Mr B. Driscoll on behalf of WATAG, Mrs A. Genender, Ms C. Kardia, Ms V. Mitchell, Mr & Mrs Smith, Cllr C. Wild, Mr A.G. Williams and Mr J. Wymer.

RESOLVED: 

(1) 
that the recommendations set out in column 4 of the attached schedule A be forwarded to the District Council. 

(2)
that the amended plans reported in the attached schedule B be noted.
21.
HIGHWAYS AND TRANSPORTATION SUB COMMITTEE
RESOLVED: that the minutes of the meeting of the Sub Committee held on 2 July 2009 be received and the recommendation therein approved, namely:

WEST ALLINGTON TRAFFIC CALMING AND STREET LIGHTING - (MIN 11)

In discussion of this recommendation, the Committee also asked that the Sub Committee receive a report at a future meeting about traffic in this area.

RESOLVED: that the policy on replacement street lighting and the approach taken in conservation areas, including the concerns raised by the West Allington Residents’ Association, be raised with the County Council and the Sub Committee receive a report back at its next meeting.

22.
PLANNING DECISIONS
      The Town Clerk reported for information, the planning decisions received relating to applications previously considered by the Committee, ENCL: 2081. 

It was also reported that the planning application for the Flaxhayes housing scheme had now been approved.

RESOLVED: that the report be noted.
23.
COMMUNICATIONS
The Town Clerk reported the following for information: -

(a) a letter had been received regarding a proposal for a horse drawn taxi service to run from West Bay Road Car Park around West Bay. The service would need to be licensed by West Dorset District Council.

(b) As reported at the last Town Council meeting, there would be a presentation from the Bridport Co-housing Community at the October Plans Committee.

The meeting closed at 8.35 p.m.

The next meeting of the Plans Committee will be held on 7 September 2009
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