PLANS COMMITTEE

Minutes of the meeting of the HIGHWAYS AND TRANSPORTATION SUB COMMITTEE of Bridport Town Council held at Mountfield, Bridport on Tuesday, 30 October 2007 at 2.30 pm.

PRESENT:
Cllr: 
C.M Ray (Chairman)


 Cllrs: 
G.J. Ackerman




 





P.J. Lathey

Ms S.J. Williams

Also in attendance: Cllrs: N.K. Cast and C.D. Wild.    

Public Forum

Prior to the start of the meeting, the Chairman said that he would allow the members of public present to address the Sub Committee.

1.
St Andrews Road / Sea Road North junction - Simon Williams spoke in support of traffic measures at this junction.  He emphasised the need for traffic lights and a roundabout. He also said that a pedestrian refuge was needed at Knightstone Rise.

Ruth Messina supported the request for traffic lights at the above junction.

The Chairman advised that the issue of the St Andrew’s/Sea Road North junction was to be discussed under the Highway Matters item on the agenda.

2.
Mike Farrar-Hockley of WATAG asked if the Council would support bus stops along Sea Road South. He also asked about the de-trunking of the A35 and raised concern at the reports regarding the number of spaces shown in plans presented for the new bus station.

In response, the Town Surveyor said that there had been no notification of the de-trunking of the A35.  It was also reported that the architect for the new bus station had accepted that there was a need for further work on the plans in respect of the number of spaces to be provided.
3.
Victoria Grove - Mrs Dines raised the need for measures to reduce speeding traffic in this road. 
In response, the Town Surveyor said that strips were to be put across the road to assess traffic speeds. If he could be provided with any information or correspondence on this issue then he would take the matter forward with Dorset County Council.
9.
APOLOGIES
           An apology for absence was received from Councillor M.P. Parsons. 

10.
MINUTES
The minutes of the meeting held on 28 June 2007, which had been previously circulated, were confirmed as a true and correct record and signed by the Chairman.

11.
DECLARATIONS OF INTEREST

There were no declarations of interest.
12.
BRIDPORT PARK AND RIDE REPORT BACK
It was reported that the usage figures had still not been received. It was agreed that when they were received, and to allow a decision to be taken on the service for next year, they should be reported to the Finance and General Purposes Committee.
13.
HIGHWAY MATTERS


Consideration was given to the following highway matters: -  

          (a)
Traffic Junction of Magdalen Lane and West Allington, ENCLS: 1823-25
RESOLVED: that the request for extending the existing yellow lines be supported and be raised with the County Council. The need for parking enforcement on the junction also be raised with the County Council.
(b) West Bay Road - Speeding, ENCL: 1826
The Town Surveyor reported that in response to the petition from the residents of Wanderwell, he had met with Dorset County Council officers on site. There had been no recorded accidents at the junction and the option that was most likely to receive support from Highways was to erect a mirror to help motorists coming out onto the road. There would also be a new vehicle activated sign further down West Bay Road, which should help reduce vehicle speeds.

RESOLVED: that in response to the petition, Dorset County Council be asked to install a mirror to assist drivers at this junction.
(c)
A3066 St Andrews Road Junction Improvement ENCLS: 1827-28
In discussion of the report, it was also reported that 4 street lights had not been working in Sea Road North. It was asked that this be taken up with EDF.


RESOLVED: that following consideration of the correspondence received from Dorset County Council, and the Chairman of the St Andrews Road and District Residents Association, the Town Surveyor meet with the County Council Officers, and seek to obtain a copy of the traffic report and identify options for this junction to be reported back to the Sub Committee.
(d) Barrack Street
The Town Surveyor said that the ongoing work on the road was not yet finished.

RESOLVED: that the request from the Older Peoples’ Forum be noted and the Town Surveyor review the need for any additional measures when the current road works were complete. 

(e) Chancery Lane, ENCL: 1829
The Town Surveyor reported that he had raised this issue with the shop owner who had agreed to keep the Lane clear of obstructions.

RESOLVED: that in response to the request from the Older Peoples’ Forum, it be noted that action had been taken to keep the Lane clear and that this situation would be monitored.

(f) Direction Signs – Bridport/Maiden Newton, ENCL: 1830
RESOLVED: that the proposed change by Dorset County Council to direction signs on the A35 be supported.

(g) Traffic Lights in Bridport Town Centre, ENCL: 1831

The Sub Committee generally welcomed the changes to the traffic lights in the town and it was noted that a meeting was to be held with Framptons to discuss the impact of the new lights in East Street. It was noted that there would be further work on providing a loading bay on East Street in front of W.H. Smith.

RESOLVED: that the comments from Dorset County Council on the pedestrian facility in East Street be noted.

(h) Bridport Town Centre Taxi Ranks
The Town Surveyor reported that Dorset County Council had said that they could not allow taxis to wait in the bus lay by in West Street. The lay by had been used as a temporary measure for taxis when the rank was full.
It was noted that there had been an increase in taxis in the town following deregulation and that it would be difficult to provide sufficient spaces for the number of additional vehicles.

It was reported that the taxi drivers were likely to raise this issue at the next full Council meeting. 

On a related matter, it was generally agreed that there was a need to look at providing additional parking spaces in the town for drivers with disabilities.

RESOLVED: that the concerns raised by West Street taxi drivers be noted. 
14.
COMMUNICATIONS

           The Town Clerk reported:

(a)  West Dorset District Council had received a request to licence rickshaws to operate in the town. The rickshaws could be licensed by the District Council as hackney carriages. 

The Town Surveyor reported:


(a)
He had received a letter regarding the walkway by the side of the Somerfield 
supermarket and this had been referred to the County Council Highways.


(b)
Highways Bench on East Street. A request from the Town Mayor had been received and an application had been made to the Highways Agency. A reply was awaited. 

(c)
Mrs King had reported that motorists appeared to be ignoring the no right turn 
sign onto the A35. This had been noted and passed on to the Police.
Members also expressed concern at the late notification from the County Council on road closures and it was asked if this could be raised again with Dorset County Council.

15.
DOCUMENTS LAID ON THE TABLE                         



Councillors considered a report of the Town Clerk, ENCL: 1832.


RESOLVED: that the report be noted.

The meeting closed at 3.20 p.m.

The next meeting of the Highways and Transportation Sub Committee will be held on 29 January 2008
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