PLANS COMMITTEE

Minutes of the meeting of the HIGHWAYS AND TRANSPORTATION SUB COMMITTEE of Bridport Town Council held at Mountfield, Bridport on Thursday, 30 June 2011 at 2.30 pm.

PRESENT:
Cllr 
G.J. Ackerman
K.G. Wallace (until 2.35pm)



P.J. Lathey

Ms S.J. Williams




C.M. Ray (ex officio)




Also in attendance: Cllrs: Ms L.L. Glover, Mrs M.J. Ray and D.G. Rickard. 

1.
ELECTION OF CHAIRMAN

RESOLVED: that Cllr G.J. Ackerman be elected Chairman of the Sub Committee for the municipal year 2011/2012.

Councillor G.J. Ackerman in the Chair

PUBLIC FORUM
Mr Malcolm Leighton spoke in support of proposals for additional motorcycle parking in car parks.
Mr Mike Farrar-Hockley updated members on the award of contracts for the operation of local buses. Damory coaches had won all the routes, although it was not known what this would mean for timetables in the area. 

Cllr K.G. Wallace updated members on two issues on this agenda that the County Council was looking at – motor homes parking in West Bay and the future priority of work on St Swithins Road.

2.
APOLOGIES
An apology for absence was submitted on behalf of Cllr E.T. Colfox.
3.
MINUTES
The minutes of the meeting held on 31 March 2011, which had been previously circulated, were confirmed as a true and correct record and signed by the Chairman.

4.
DECLARATIONS OF INTEREST

There were no declarations of interest.
5.
ST SWITHINS ROAD RESURFACING
Councillors considered the petition submitted by Cllr Ms L.L. Glover at the recent Council meeting. The petition was asking Dorset County Council to “repair St Swithins Road and adjoining roads now that the heavy building work on the Flaxhayes development was nearing completion.”

It was noted that the Town Council had raised this matter previously with the County Council and it was understood that the priority for this work might now be reviewed. It was therefore agreed to:
RECOMMEND: that further representations be made to Dorset County Council to seek to raise the priority of the road resurfacing at St Swithins Road, to allow the work to be undertaken soon. 
6.
MOTORCYCLE PARKING


It was reported that the Town Surveyor had raised the issue of motorcycles and car parks with the District Council and together they had looked at where additional spaces could be created, without impacting on car parking spaces. The following proposals were to be looked at, subject to the agreement of West Dorset District Council:
1.
Wykes Court - a sign on the wall, on the adjacent Social Services building on the eastern entrance, to indicate motorcycle parking.

 

2.
East Street - a hatched area to be painted on the ground, to keep a clear access route around the dropped kerb and to install signage for motorcycle parking. (It was also asked that the dropped kerb be looked at for motorcycles).
 

3.
Coach Station - signage at the entrance to indicate motorcycle parking is available. Erect a sign, on the Western wall of the Bus Depot, to indicate motorcycle parking.

 

4.
Rope Walks car park - signage at the entrance to indicate motorcycle parking is available. Erect a sign, to indicate motorcycle parking adjacent to the western pedestrian entrance.

 

5.
South Street car park – possible provision in the corner near booth.

 

6.
Signage to be included on ticket machines indicating what the arrangements were for motorcyclists i.e. that they were able to use pay and display car parks, provided that they park wholly within a parking bay and pay and display a valid ticket in a conspicuous position. 

RECOMMEND: that the proposals set out above for motorcyclists in car parks be supported and be referred for consideration to West Dorset District Council.
7.
HIGHWAY MAINTENANCE AND PARISH MAINTENANCE UNITS AND 
COUNTY COUNCIL’S PROGRAMME FOR CYCLIC VEGETATION 
MANAGEMENT 
The Town Clerk reported on proposals for the County Council to reduce its vegetation management programme. It was felt that this would not impact too greatly on the town, as some of the work could be undertaken by the Lengthsman.
Members were also reminded to report any issues that could be referred to either the Lengthsman or the Parish Maintenance Units.
The report was noted.

8.
PARK AND RIDE

The Town Surveyor reported for information on the arrangements for the Park and Ride scheme, which was to start on 16 July and would run until 17 September.
The report was noted.

9.
NEW HIGHWAY REQUESTS

The following items had been received for consideration, since the last meeting: -

(a)
Request for Yellow lines: St Swithins Court; Roundham Gardens

Members had some concerns at the possible loss of parking spaces, although limited lining could be looked at around bends in the road. 
RESOLVED: that this matter and possible options be discussed with Dorset County Council and reported back.
(b)
North Allington footpath 31
It was understood that this was a private footpath, although the County Council sought to keep the path clear. No further action was necessary at this time.

This was noted.

(c)
A35 East Road pedestrian crossing – request received to consider 
support for crossing

A request received for a pedestrian crossing was considered and it was also reported that there had been a long standing request for a crossing further along at the southern end of Sea Road South. 
RESOLVED: that the request for a crossing on the A35 East Road be discussed with the Highways Agency, along with the long standing request for a crossing at the southern end of the road on Sea Road South. The outcome to be reported back.
(d)
Bus Stop opposite Travis Perkins, St Andrews Road
Members were unsure whether a bus stop was necessary at this location and it was agreed that this matter should be discussed with the Bus Company and reported back.

RESOLVED: that this issue be discussed with the bus company and reported back.
(e)
Motor Homes parking in West Bay
RESOLVED: that it be noted that the issue of motor homes parking in West Bay on the highway was being taken forward by the County Council and the Sub Committee be kept informed of progress.
(f)
Burton Road speed limit
A request for a speed limit was considered, but it was felt that this was not needed and it was:
RESOLVED: that the request for a change to speed limits at this location not be supported.

(g)
Residents parking St Swithins Road
A request for residents’ parking had been received and was discussed. Members generally felt that such a scheme would not be appropriate in this road and would be unlikely to be supported. 
RESOLVED: that the request for a residents’ parking scheme in St Swithins Road not be supported.
Although not on the agenda, members raised the traffic issues caused by the re-phasing of the lights in the town centre, in the light of the scaffolding around the Town Hall.  It was asked if the phasing and use of the lights could be looked at by the County Council, during this period.

10.
ISSUES RAISED BY WATAG 

It was reported that WATAG, the Town Council and Environment Forum representatives were to meet with the County Council, to discuss the options and future proposals for Community Transport Hubs.

The update was noted.

11.
LENGTHSMAN
The Town Clerk reported that the scheme was operating well with services now being provided for 4 parish councils. 
The update was noted.


12.
ONGOING HIGHWAY MATTERS

The Town Surveyor updated members on the following ongoing highway matters: -  

 (a)
Yellow Lines Delapre Estate 
This was still being looked at with the County Council.
The update was noted.

(b)


East Road pavement parking


This matter was still being looked at by the County Council.
The update was noted.


(c)
Dropped kerbs
12 requests for dropped kerbs had been received and would be taken up with the County Council.
The update was noted.


(d)
Street Lighting including update on West Allington


It was noted that the West Allington Residents Association had expressed an interest in heritage lighting. The Town Council’s position was that it was only looking to provide heritage lighting within the main town centre streets – south, east and west, primarily within the designated primary shopping area. It was unable to support schemes outside of that area.


RESOLVED: that the West Allington Residents Association be notified of the Town Council’s position on street lighting as above.


(e)
Borough Gardens


A listed building application was to be submitted for the railings at the Borough Gardens.

The update was noted.
.


(f)
Wanderwell Mirror

It was reported that there seemed to be a lot of support from residents for a mirror that they would pay for and this was being progressed.


The update was noted.
(g)
Information signs
The signage around town was still being looked at, in conjunction with the County and District Councils, and it was also asked if a report could be received on possible support to reinstate the Spirit of Bridport signs, on the roads coming into town.
RESOLVED: that the update be noted and a report be received on possible support to reinstate the Spirit of Bridport signs, on the roads coming into town.

13.
DOCUMENTS LAID ON THE TABLE

Councillors noted the list of Highway Defects, reported to Dorset County Council.
14.
COMMUNICATIONS

It was reported that the County Council was proposing to introduce new brown tourism signs along the B3157, including one off the Crown Roundabout in Bridport signposting a “scenic route via Abbotsbury”. Members generally supported the proposal.
The meeting closed at 3.45 p.m.

The next meeting of the Highways and Transportation Sub Committee will be held on 27 October 2011
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