PLANS COMMITTEE

Minutes of the meeting of the HIGHWAYS AND TRANSPORTATION SUB COMMITTEE of Bridport Town Council held at Mountfield, Bridport on Tuesday, 31 March 2009 at 2.30 pm.

PRESENT:
Cllr 
Ms S.J. Williams (Chairman)



Cllrs:
G.J. Ackerman
C.M. Ray


Also in attendance: Cllrs: N.K. Cast, P.J. Colfox, Mrs M.J. Ray, D.G. Rickard and K.G. Wallace.
34.
APOLOGIES
There were no apologies for absence. 
35.
MINUTES
The minutes of the meeting held on 27 January 2009, which had been previously circulated, were confirmed as a true and correct record and signed by the Chairman.

36.
DECLARATIONS OF INTEREST

The following declarations were made:

Councillor C.M. Ray declared a personal interest in minute no. 39 – Street Performing and Busking. His son had occasionally busked in the past, although he was not doing so now. 
Councillor Mrs M.J. Ray, although not a member of the Sub Committee, declared the same interest.

37.
TOWN CENTRE TRAFFIC PROPOSALS – PROGRESS 


Consideration was given to a report of the Town Surveyor, ENCL: 2054.

The Town Surveyor reported that, due to the proposed closure of West Street in October for planned maintenance works, the County Council was now proposing to bring forward the changes to crossings agreed for West and East Street.  This would mean that the puffin crossing would be installed outside the Post Office at that time. From discussions with the County Council, this will be a puffin crossing, as originally proposed.
Members endorsed the revised timetable and thanked the Town Surveyor for his work on bringing these proposals forward.

RECOMMEND: that the update be noted and the timescale to implement the measures – the East and West Street crossing proposals to be implemented in October 2009 – be endorsed.
38.
PARKING VARIATIONS AND OTHER ONGOING TRAFFIC 
MANAGEMENT ISSUES

The Town Surveyor updated members on progress with the implementation on the parking variations, which had been reported to the recent meetings of the Sub Committee. Once again, he was pleased to report that the County Council had been very supportive and the relevant statutory orders, including the one revising the parking restrictions on market day, were just about to be published for formal consultation. 
He highlighted three other matters that were not included in the variations being processed:

· Diment Gardens, request for yellow lines – it was suggested that all local residents be asked if they supported this before progressing. 

· East Street, near the roundabout, parking on pavement. The situation had greatly improved with increased parking enforcement in this area. No further action was therefore necessary at this stage.

· St Swithins Road, junction with St Swithins Avenue, request for yellow lines round the bend of the road. It was felt this could lead to problems, unless the other junctions off this road were dealt with in the same way. It would be better to look at all of them at the same time, when the road was due to be re-surfaced, which had been requested after the completion of the Flaxhayes scheme.
RESOLVED: that the update be noted and the action being taken on the three matters raised above be supported.
39.
STREET PERFORMING AND BUSKING IN WEST DORSET – PROPOSALS TO EXTEND LICENSING SCHEME


Councillors considered a report of the Town Clerk, ENCL: 2052.


Members were asked to consider whether to support the inclusion of Bucky Doo Square in the scheme and whether they wished to comment on the proposals from West Dorset District Council for a licensing scheme for this area.


In general, members felt very strongly that the scheme should not be introduced in the town and West Bay and Bucky Doo Square should not be included for the following reasons:

· there was no evidence that such a scheme was needed in this area.

· if nuisance was being caused by a performer, then this could be dealt with under other powers.

· it could potentially impact on the vitality of the market, as the playing of music was enjoyed by people shopping. Potentially therefore, it could affect the sustainability and finances of the town. 

· there was no evidence that the scheme was effective elsewhere. 

· the Town Council was able to control the music being played on Bucky Doo Square.
· busking was a spontaneous activity, which would be difficult to licence.



RECOMMEND: that for the reasons given above, the Town Council does not the support the proposed West Dorset District Council Street Performer and Busking Code of Practice. It would not want Bucky Doo Square to be included in the scheme and would also ask the District Council not to include any part of Bridport and West Bay within the policy.
40.
PARK AND RIDE 2009 UPDATE
Consideration was given to a report of the Town Surveyor, ENCL: 2053. 

RECOMMEND: that discussions on the feasibility of extending the scheme should continue, but it be noted that a lot of further work was needed and an extension to the service was unlikely to be agreed this year. Preparations therefore be made for the existing Park and Ride service in summer 2009 and the Finance and General Purposes Committee, at its meeting on 17 June, be asked to agree the final arrangements for this year’s scheme.

41.
USE OF BUCKY DOO SQUARE FOR ANNUAL NATIVITY


The Town Clerk reported that Churches Together would like to hold this event on Saturday 19 December 2009.  The Chamber of Trade and Commerce had asked if the road could not be closed on the last Saturday of the year.

The Town Clerk said that he would discuss this further with the organisers and the police and report back to the Plans Committee. 

RESOLVED: that the report be noted and the Town Clerk report back to the next meeting of the Plans Committee.
42.
COUNTY COUNCIL – BRIDGE AT PLOTTINGHAM AND FLAXHAYES AND ASSOCIATED CYCLE ROUTE

The Town Surveyor reported that the bridge at Flaxhayes was now included in the planning application for the housing development. Funding would be brought forward by the County Council and this would be an important part of the County’s cycle route. He was also discussing with the County Council, the need to replace the bridge at Plottingham and for the County Council to adopt the bridge. The Finance and General Purposes Committee last week agreed that he could apply for section 106 funding for the bridge.
RESOLVED: that the report be noted.
43.
COMMUNICATIONS

There were no items raised.
The meeting closed at 3.30 p.m.

The next meeting of the Highways and Transportation Sub Committee will be held on 2 July 2009
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