
MINUTES of the meeting of the PLANS COMMITTEE held at Mountfield,
Bridport on Monday 4 August 2008 at 7.00 p.m.

PRESENT
Cllr 
Ms S.J. Williams (in the Chair)


Cllrs:
G.J. Ackerman

  
C.M. Ray
J.D. Hunt


  
Mrs M.J. Ray
P.J. Lathey




Also in attendance:
Cllrs: N.K. Cast and K.G. Wallace.
PUBLIC FORUM

Mr Harry Britton spoke in respect of application A1/5 1180 New Zealand Works site.  He spoke against the application as he felt that the development was not in keeping with surrounding buildings, the access route was not good enough with a poor accident record and there would be a detrimental effect on the wildlife on the site, particularly badgers. 
After the public speaker, the following councillors addressed the Committee on application A1/5 1180 New Zealand Works site:

· Councillor G.J. Ackerman declared a personal and prejudicial interest in the application but in accordance with the Town Council's Code of Conduct paragraph 12(2) he was able to address the Committee. He spoke in objection to the application due to the increased and unsustainable levels of traffic at the entrance to the site and via Folly Mill Lane. 

· Councillor J.D. Hunt declared a personal and prejudicial interest in the application but in accordance with the Town Council's Code of Conduct paragraph 12(2) he was able to address the Committee. He also spoke in objection to the application due to the increased levels of traffic and the restricted access to the site 

22.
APOLOGIES
Apologies for absence were submitted on behalf of Cllrs Ms R.C. Kayes, M.P. Parsons and C.D. Wild.
23.
MINUTES
The minutes of the meeting of the Committee held on 30 June 2008 were confirmed as a true and correct record and signed by the Chairman.

24.
DECLARATIONS OF INTEREST
Councillor G.J. Ackerman declared a personal and prejudicial interest in the application A1/5 1180 New Zealand Works site as he had a business that was accessed via Folly Mill Lane. In accordance with paragraph 12 (2) of the Town Council's Code of Conduct he was able to make representations in line with the rights accorded to members of the public. He spoke at the end of the Public Forum as recorded above and was out of the meeting room whilst the item was being discussed and a recommendation agreed by the Committee.

Councillor J.D. Hunt declared a personal and prejudicial interest in the application A1/5 1180 New Zealand Works site as he lived in a property that was accessed via Folly Mill Lane. In accordance with paragraph 12 (2) of the Town Council's Code of Conduct he was able to make representations in line with the rights accorded to members of the public. He spoke at the end of the Public Forum as recorded above and was out of the meeting room whilst the item was being discussed and a recommendation agreed by the Committee.

Councillor J.D. Hunt declared a personal and prejudicial interest in the application A1/4 1240 Bridport Leisure Centre as he was on the management board of the Leisure Centre. He was out of the meeting room whilst the item was being discussed and a recommendation agreed by the Committee.

Councillor C.M. Ray said that he and Councillor Mrs M.J. Ray lived near Barrack Street but did not consider that they had a declarable interest in, or would be personally affected by, the applications A1/10 and A1/11 relating to13B Barrack Street, which were on this agenda.

25.
PLANNING APPLICATIONS

RESOLVED: that the recommendations set out in column 4 of the attached schedule 

A1 be forwarded to the District Council.  
26.
PLANNING DECISIONS
      The Town Clerk reported for information, the planning decisions received relating to applications previously considered by the Committee, ENCL.1928. 

RESOLVED: that the report be noted.
27.
HIGHWAYS AND TRANSPORTATION SUB COMMITTEE
It was noted that Cllr Mrs M.J. Ray was not at the meeting, as was stated in the minutes.

RESOLVED: that the minutes of the meeting of the Sub Committee held on 26 June 

2008 be received.

28.
COMMUNICATIONS
The Town Clerk reported the following for information: -

(a)  
Planning Appeal - Land at Rear of 112 - 114 West Bay Road

The Plans Committee had objected to the application for a dwelling at this site and the application was refused by the District Council. An appeal was lodged and the Inspector's decision had been received. The Inspector had dismissed the appeal. The main reason that the Plans Committee had objected to the application was on the grounds of flood risk. This was supported by the Inspector, as the reason that he gave for dismissing the appeal was that the proposal represented an unacceptable risk of flooding.

(b)
The District Council had asked if the Town Council had any objections to the Lions Club planting up the horse trough in West Bay. Although the ownership of the horse trough was not known, the Committee had no objections to this proposal.
(c)
The County Council had written asking for any comments from the Town Council on the application to install photovoltaic panels to the south side roof of the new extension to Bridport St Marys CE Primary School. This was an application from the County Council and comments were required within 21 days, which was before the next meeting of this Committee. The application was part of the drive by Dorset schools to install an appropriate energy system for on-site micro generation. The Town Clerk asked if members would be happy for him to reply within the timescale, as the application only concerned the school and would have no implications for any adjoining properties. The Committee said that it was happy for a reply to be made, stating that the Committee positively welcomed this proposal to install photovoltaic panels.
(d)
Members asked if further information could be reported to Committee on the implications of the proposed changes to Planning Policy Statement 6 and its guidance on significant retail development outside of town centres. 

29.
DOCUMENTS LAID ON THE TABLE
Consideration was given to the section 106 agreements received in respect of the former Medical Centre, North Allington and 163, Victoria Grove from West Dorset District Council, ENCL: 1937.  The documents were noted.
The meeting closed at 7.35 p.m.

The next meeting of the Plans Committee will be held on 8 September 2008
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