
MINUTES of the meeting of the PLANS COMMITTEE held at Mountfield,

Bridport on Monday 4 September 2006 at 7.00 p.m.

PRESENT
Cllr 
Mrs C.A. Murless (in the Chair)


Cllrs:
G.J. Ackerman

A.L.G. Harrison



Mrs C.L. Clare

Ms R.C. Kayes


Mrs G.L. Fifield

R.H. Nicholls


Also in attendance: Cllr: K.G. Wallace. 

                     

PUBLIC FORUM

           Michael Sadler spoke against A1/8 on behalf of a number of nearby residents to the Texaco Petrol Station. Their objections to this application were that the proposals represented an over development, obtrusive illumination, height of gantries affecting privacy, increase in noise from refrigeration equipment, increase in noise and volume of traffic and the amount of rubbish which was blown on to residents property. 

           Marilyn Pygott spoke against A2/2 and could not see any merits in the minor amendments to the scheme. She hopes that the town council would continue to support their fight against the development of this site and thanked the town council for their previous support.

           Cllr D.R. Tett spoke in his capacity as a District Ward Councillor and whilst in support of A1/1 asked the Committee to urge the Dorset County Council to proceed with the replacement school without any further delay. He understood that a site had been identified and the finance secured and therefore there was no reason why a start should be delayed any further. After ten years had elapsed, it still felt that we were no more nearer to realising the replacement school, which was unacceptable to the people of Bridport. 

29.
APOLOGIES
Apologies for absence were received from Cllrs: Mrs S.A. Bagnall and C.D. Wild. 

30.
MINUTES
The minutes of the meeting of the Committee held on 7 August 2006 were confirmed 

as a correct and true record and signed by the Chairman.

31.
DECLARATIONS OF INTEREST

Cllr Mrs C.L. Clare declared a prejudicial interest in application A1/2 and left the room during discussion on this application and therefore took no part in the committee arriving at its decision. 

32.
PLANNING APPLICATIONS

           Cllr Mrs C.A. Murless vacated the Chair after the discussions on A1/10 and left the meeting. The Vice Chairman, Cllr Mrs G.L. Fifield chaired the meeting thereafter. 

RESOLVED: that the recommendations set out in column 4 of the attached schedules 

A1, A2 and B1 be forwarded to the Area Planning Officer. 
33.
PLANNING DECISIONS
      (a) The Town Clerk reported for information, the planning decisions received relating to applications previously considered by the Committee, ENCL.1665. 

RESOLVED: that the report be noted.
(b) Consideration was given to the WDDC’s response in connection with the former Bonfields Garage Site and Vearse Farm, ENCL: 1667.

The Town Clerk advised that Cllr C.D. Wild had sent an e-mail in respect of the Bonfields site and he considered that the threshold of nine/fifteen is one which should be tested at appeal on the grounds that if the proportion of 30% affordable housing in future housing developments is to be achieved or up to 60% (in areas of greatest need) as stated in the recent draft SW Regional Spatial Strategy, a significant proportion of affordable housing will need to be a condition in every development of this scale. 

Members concurred with the above viewpoint and also required clarification in respect of WDDC’s work on the core strategy of the local development framework and the new evidence being prepared through a comprehensive Housing Market Assessment.

RESOLVED: that the reply letters be received.

RECOMMENDED: In future it was apparent that the town council will need as a matter of policy to insist on the provision of affordable housing as and when the opportunity arises. 

34.
COMMUNICATIONS
The Town Clerk reported receipt of the following: -

(a) Replacement Bus shelter, Coach Park: Dorset County Council’s proposal to replace the bus shelter at the bus station area which would be at their expense and would be maintained by them.

RESOLVED: that the Dorset County Council proposal be noted and agreed.

(b) A35 Trunk Road (Mile Cross, Bridport): Draft Order from the Highways Agency for the introduction of a 50mph Speed Limit. 

While members welcomed this move, they felt that it did not go far enough and that the town council should campaign for further reductions in the speed limit on this stretch of road. Other suggestions were the introduction of speed cameras, accident black spot signage and improved double white lineage. The Town Clerk advised that arrangements were in hand for a meeting with neighbouring parishes and the Highways Agency in early November.

RESOLVED: that the introduction of a 50mph speed limit be supported but to continue the lobbying for further speed reductions together with the introduction of other safety improvements as outlined above.

(c) B3162 Section 188 Dottery to Bridport – Carriage Resurfacing: Dorset County Council have re-scheduled the above road works to commence on 11 September 2006, with completion during the week commencing 25 September 2006

35.
DOCUMENTS LAID ON THE TABLE
Councillors considered a report of the Town Clerk, ENCL. 1666. 

RESOLVED that the report be approved.

36.
NAMING OF STREETS
It was RESOLVED: that;

(a) The part of the development of the site of the former Bonfields Garage, which is to be named Brydian Mews, be approved and the developer be asked to submit alternative names to that of Tannery Road,

(b) The two properties in the grounds of Coneygar Grove be called “Coneygar Villa” and the “Orchard”.

The meeting closed at 8.30 p.m.

The next meeting of the Plans Committee will be held on 2 October 2006
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