At a MEETING of the BRIDPORT TOWN COUNCIL held in the Town Hall, 
Bridport on Tuesday 5 February 2008 at 7.00 p.m.

           PRESENT     Cllr 
G.J. Ackerman - Town Mayor  

Cllr 
Miss S.A. Brown

C.M. Ray


N.K. Cast


Mrs M.J. Ray


P.J. Colfox


D.G. Rickard



J.D. Hunt


D.R. Tett

Ms R.C. Kayes

K.G. Wallace

P.J. Lathey


C.D. Wild

Ms F.K. McKenzie

Ms S.J. Williams     
                                     


The Town Mayor’s Chaplain, Canon Reverend Trevor N. Stubbs, opened the 
meeting with prayers.

PUBLIC FORUM

  
Lesley Archibald said that she was disappointed to learn that the District Council was intending to alter the boundary of the residential development site at New Zealand. This was a crucial change and should not be agreed.

Christine and John Burgass added that they were also very concerned at the proposed change to the boundary of the development site at this location. They said that this had been agreed by the District Council, without any consultation.
In response, Councillor C.D. Wild, Leader of the Council said that the Town's District Councillors had worked very hard to support the Town Council's representations in opposition to any change to the boundary. The District Council had not consulted the Town Council or the local community. However, he had been contacted earlier that day by the Director of Planning and Environment to say that the District Council had received new data from the Environment Agency, which might mean that it would not be necessary to alter the boundary. The Town Council was to be kept informed of developments.


PRESENTATION


Maureen Jackson and Scott Condliffe of the Bridport and District Tourism Association made a presentation to members on the work of the Association and the importance of tourism to the area. 

The Leader of the Council, Councillor C.D. Wild, thanked Maureen and Scott for the presentation.  


37.
APOLOGIES

Apologies for absence were received on behalf of Councillors M.P. Parsons and R.J. Stoodley.
38.
MINUTES
The minutes of the meeting held on 27 November 2007 were confirmed as a correct record and signed by the Chairman.

39.
DECLARATIONS OF INTEREST
The previously recorded interests declared by town councillors in the minutes listed below were noted.

40.
STANDING ORDER B14 (b)
There were no questions pursuant to standing order B14 (b).


41.
MINUTES OF COMMITTEES
(a)
PLANS COMMITTEE

The minutes of the meetings of the Plans Committee held on 3 December 2007 and 7 January 2008 were presented by the Committee Chairman, 

Councillor Ms R.C. Kayes. 
RESOLVED: that the minutes of the above meetings of the Plans Committee be received. 
(b)
FINANCE AND GENERAL PURPOSES COMMITTEE

The minutes of the meeting of the Finance and General Purposes Committee held on 23 January 2008 were presented by the Committee Chairman, Councillor C.M. Ray. 
RESOLVED: that the minutes of the meeting of the Finance and General Purposes Committee held on 23 January 2008 be received and the recommendations therein be adopted as set out below:


(Minute 60)
ESTIMATES 2008/2009
In discussion, Councillor D.R. Tett moved an amendment to recommendation (c) in the minutes to state that option (2) not option (3) be adopted.  Option (2) was to increase the precept by £11,000 with more projects completed. This would increase the precept payable by a Band D council tax payer by £3.73 to £114.05. In total this would raise £367,025.

The amendment was seconded by Councillor P.J. Lathey.  Following consideration of the amendment, it was put to the vote and declared to be lost. 


The recommendations, as in the minutes and set out in the agenda were proposed by Councillor C.M. Ray and seconded by Councillor Miss S.A. Brown. Upon being put to the vote, they were declared to be carried. It was therefore:
	RESOLVED:


	(1)
	that funding for the projects listed in paragraph 5.2 of the report be approved for implementation in 2007/8 and funding be carried forward to implement the schemes listed in paragraph 5.3 during 2008/9.



	
	(2)
	that the draft estimates set out as an Appendix to the report and the major (capital) estimates set out in paragraph 4.1 of the report be approved for 2008/9.



	
	(3)
	that Option 3 be approved as follows:

Increase the precept by £17,000 in 2008/9 and 

complete all the projects listed in paragraph 5.3 of the 

report. This will increase the precept payable by a 

Band D Council tax payer by £5.59 per year to 

£115.91. In total this will raise £373,025.






(Minute 63)
MEMBERS’ ALLOWANCES

The recommendation in the minutes and set out in the agenda was proposed by Councillor C.M. Ray and seconded by Councillor D.G. Rickard. Upon being put to the vote it was declared to be carried. It was therefore:
	RESOLVED:


	that the detailed Scheme of Allowances be adopted as set out in the Appendix, to commence as from 1 April 2008. 



42.     
NOTICE OF MOTION

The motion set out in the agenda was moved by Councillor C.M. Ray and seconded by Councillor Mrs S. J. Williams. Following discussion, the motion was put to the vote and declared to be carried. It was therefore:

RESOLVED:
(1).
that it be made a policy of the Council that national identity cards would not be required to access Town Council services, unless specifically required to do so by Act of Parliament.

(2).
that the Town Council shall take no part in any pilot scheme or feasibility work in relation to the introduction of the national identity cards.

(3).
that the Town Council will only co-operate with the national identity card scheme where to do otherwise would be unlawful.

(4).
that the Town Council supports the NO2ID campaign whose supporters already include MPs and Peers of all parties, City, County and District Councils, unions (including UNISON, the largest union in the UK with 1.3 million members) and several political parties.


The motion was passed because the Council accepts that:

(1)
the disadvantages, both financial and personal, of such a scheme will outweigh any likely benefits to the people of Bridport and the surrounding area.

(2)
the scheme will do little, if anything, to prevent terrorism, crime or fraud.

(3)
the national database that underpins the identity card scheme may facilitate criminal fraud, terrorism and potential state abuses of human rights.

(4)
the ID card and database proposals are likely to fundamentally alter the relationship between the state and the individual.

and the Council urges the Government to reconsider legislation to impose Identification cards. 

43.
COMMUNICATIONS
The Town Clerk reported that:
(a) a meeting had been arranged for Monday 25 February 2008 at 10am for all councillors to meet the Olympics Legacy Manager, and

(b) the Town Council's visit to St Vaast La Hougue would take place over the weekend from Friday 20 June to Monday 23 June 2008. 

The meeting closed at 8.10 p.m.

The next meeting of Bridport Town Council will held on 22 April 2008 
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