At a MEETING of the BRIDPORT TOWN COUNCIL held in the Town Hall, 

Bridport on Tuesday 6 February 2007 at 7.00 p.m.

           PRESENT     Cllr 
G.J. Ackerman - Town Mayor  

Cllr 
Miss S.A. Brown

Mrs C.A. Murless




Mrs C.L. Clare

R.H. Nicholls

          
A.J. Fifield


C.M. Ray






Mrs G.L. Fifield

Mrs M.J. Ray






A.L.G. Harrison

H.B. Samuel






Ms R.C. Kayes

R.J. Stoodley






Ms F.K. McKenzie

K.G. Wallace










C.D. Wild

The Town Mayor’s Chaplain, Canon Reverend Trevor N. Stubbs, opened the meeting with prayer.

PUBLIC FORUM


There were no members of the public present.

33.
APOLOGIES

Apologies for absence were received from Cllrs: Mrs S.A. Bagnall and D.R. Tett.

34.
MINUTES
The minutes of the meeting held on 28 November 2006 were confirmed as a correct record and signed by the chairman.

35.
DECLARATIONS OF INTEREST
Cllr Ms F.K. McKenzie declared a personal interest in respect of planning application 1936, as a near neighbour, re minute 64 considered at the planning meeting held on 18 December 2006.

The previously recorded interests declared by town councillors in the minutes listed below were noted.

36.
STANDING ORDER B14 (b)
There were three questions pursuant to standing order B14 (b).


(a) Cllr C.M. Ray asked “Is there any truth in the rumour that West Dorset District Council are contributing £10,000 per annum towards the maintenance of the Town Hall toilets?”

The Town Clerk replied that since 31 March 2005, the Town Council has met the full cost of providing and maintaining this facility.

(b) Cllr R.J. Stoodley asked “What will the charges be for the 2007 Park and Ride service?”

The Town Clerk replied that this has not been determined yet, as the first stage was to secure budget provision for the scheme and as such will be considered at the next meeting of the Highways and Transportation Sub Committee to be held on 3 April 2007.

(c) Cllr R.J. Stoodley asked “What advertising will be undertaken for the market in respect of the car park at Bridport FC?”

The Town Clerk replied that the West Dorset District Council (WDDC) were responsible for the operation of this car park which included publicity of it. WDDC have been asked to rename the signage for this car park as the Market Car Park, which would widen the awareness of this facility and the Bridport Market. However WDDC have so far refused. 

The Leader of the Council, Cllr C.D. Wild advised that last year the town council on its own advertised this car park, which also benefits Bridport FC as they receive 50% of the car park income.

37.
MINUTES OF COMMITTEES
(a)
PLANS COMMITTEE

The minutes of the meetings of the Plans Committee held on 27 November 2006, 18 December 2006 and 22 January 2007 were presented by Cllr Mrs C.A. Murless (Chairman). 

The Leader of the Council, Cllr C.D. Wild referred to minute 59 (a) and enquired if WDDC had replied to the town council’s letter of representation concerning the increases to car park charges. The Town Clerk reported that they had not.

Town Councillors expressed their concern at the lack of a response and to the proposed car park increases, particularly in respect of the large increase to the annual permits which will impact on the least well off who do not have off street parking facility. The overall view of the charges is that they will have the opposite effect of “helping to stimulate the town centre economy” as previously asserted by WDDC.

RESOLVED: that;

(i) the minutes of the above meetings of the Plans Committee be received,

(ii) WDDC be asked to respond to the town councils representations concerning the increases to car park charges for 2007.

(b) 
FINANCE AND GENERAL PURPOSES COMMITTEE

The minutes of the meeting of the Finance and General Purposes Committee held on 24 January 2007 were presented by Cllr C.M. Ray (Chairman). Councillors considered the Estimates 2007/2008 and the appendix details.

Cllr C.M. Ray drew attention to minute 69 and the documents relating to local government re-organisation and expressed his concern at the lack of consultation that has taken place both within the principal councils and local councils about opting for the Pathfinder model in preference to the Unitary model. 

Town Councillors concurred with this view point and considered the lack of consultation to be undemocratic and wanted the Secretary of State and the principal councils to be made aware of their concern and dissatisfaction.
RESOLVED: that:

(i) the minutes of the meeting of the Finance and General Purposes Committee held on 24 January 2007 be received and the recommendations therein agreed,

(ii) in respect of the Estimates 2007/2008, a precept of £356,025 be levied    

 

      (Minute 63 refers),

(iii) a sum of £5,000 be allocated to undertake an environmental audit of the   

 
Mountfield Office building and for this sum to be met from within resolution (b) above,

                      (iv) the Secretary of State, WDDC and Dorset County Council be advised of the town council’s concern over the lack of consultation relating to any proposed changes to the current local government structure. 

38.
COMMUNICATIONS
The Town Clerk announced that: -

(a) The town council’s proposed play area at West Bay had been granted a sum of £32,000 by WDDC from the Section 106 monies available for the area.

(b) Advice regarding Bird Flu precautionary measures had been published by Dorset County Council, stressing that any risk was negligible.

The meeting closed at 7.35 p.m.

The next meeting of the Bridport Town Council will held on 24 April 2007 
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