
MINUTES of the meeting of the PLANS COMMITTEE held at Mountfield,

Bridport on Monday 7 August 2006 at 7.00 p.m.

PRESENT
Cllr 
Mrs C.A. Murless (in the Chair)


Cllrs:
G.J. Ackerman

A.L.G. Harrison



Mrs C.L. Clare

R.H. Nicholls

Mrs G.L. Fifield

C.D. Wild

PUBLIC FORUM

Mr Matthews of the West Bay Society spoke against the flower arrangements that had been placed on the green area in front of Harbour Amusements and pointed out that this was an unwarranted intrusion into a public open space of which West Bay had very few areas available. This company has a history of being involved in a number of actual and attempted breaches of planning policy over the past few years. The large group of flowerpots were denying the general public access to this area for normal recreational and leisure activities. It is the view of a number of local residents that such interference with a public amenity cannot be permitted. He had written to WDDC and was seeking town council support for the removal of these flower tubs.

21.
APOLOGIES
Apologies for absence were received from Cllrs: Mrs S.A. Bagnall, Ms R.C. Kayes and H.B. Samuel. 

22.
MINUTES
The minutes of the meeting of the Committee held on 10 July 2006 were confirmed as 

a correct and true record and signed by the Chairman.

23.
DECLARATIONS OF INTEREST

Cllr A.L.G. Harrison declared a personal interest in application A1/3, as he knew the applicant.

24.
PLANNING APPLICATIONS

RESOLVED: that the recommendations set out in column 4 of the attached schedule 

A1, A3 and B1 be forwarded to the Area Planning Officer. 
25.
PLANNING DECISIONS
      (a) The Town Clerk reported for information, the planning decisions received relating to applications previously considered by the Committee, ENCL.1659. 

RESOLVED: that the report be noted.

(b) Consideration was given to the planning approval for Vearse Farm, reference number 1/W/94/540, ENCL: 1662. 


RESOLVED: that;

(a) the West Dorset District Council be advised of the Town Council’s concerns of the granting of an extension to the planning permission on such flimsy grounds,

(b)  the West Dorset District Council be asked to provide details of any other planning extensions granted for developments, which are outside the development boundary.

26.
REGIONAL SPATIAL STRATEGY: DEPOSIT CONSULTATION

Councillors considered the Briefing Note by Dorset County Council, ENCL: 1663, the e-mail from Cllr Ms R.C. Kayes which the Town Clerk tabled and the WDDC’s Director of Planning and Environment presentation (Supplementary List: Documents Laid on the Table, ENCL: 1660) on this topic.

Generally members supported the content of the Draft Regional Spatial Strategy and welcomed the recognition of the need for measures that help to secure a more sustainable balance in rural settlements between housing and locally provided employment. Other aspects supported were allocated housing figures for West Dorset being lower than previous and the emphasis on the need for appropriate transport investment across the region to deliver the Regional Economic Strategy.

The provision that LDFs should routinely require more than 30% of housing to be affordable with authorities specifying rates rising to 60% or higher in areas of greatest need was welcomed. In addition the expression of concern about the provision of infrastructure in association with development and the emphasis on the provision of infrastructure was also welcomed but the draft had major concerns about how this will be funded.

Other key matters were future enhancement of the railway line between Poole and Weymouth, recognition of the importance of cultural facilities, provision of healthcare facilities in locations accessible to all people by public transport or on foot, AONB and the emphasis on the need for a mix of uses within town centres.


RESOLVED: that the key points discussed above and any additional views provided by members to the Town Clerk be incorporated in the town council’s response to Regional Spatial Strategy. 

27.
COMMUNICATIONS
The Town Clerk reported receipt of the following: -

(a) Flaxhayes Housing Site: West Dorset District Council is currently initiating a concept statement for the site in respect of affordable housing and will then seek to consult all interested parties.

(b) New Zealand Site: West Dorset District Council have notified that as this site was used as a tannery and boat building, they will be undertaking extensive contamination investigations in the next 3-5 weeks.

(c) Homelessness and Housing Advice:  With effect from 26 November 2006, West Dorset District Council will resume direct control of the West Dorset Housing Partnership, currently operated by Twynham Housing Association.

(d) Harbour Green: a letter from the West Bay Society regarding the Harbour Amusements incursion on to the adjacent public open space.

The committee expressed their concern with the unauthorised intrusion on this important and valued public open space and that the flower displays also carried the company’s' initials which was in fact an advertising ploy. There had been a history of various unauthorised activities by this company on the Harbour Green. If these intrusions were allowed to continue, it would set an unacceptable precedent for other individuals and other commercial businesses (who at present respect the fact that the Green is public, not private property) to place whatever they wanted on the Green.

RESOLVED: that the Town Clerk writes to West Dorset District Council to ascertain what their intentions are regarding planning consultation.

(e) West Street Bus Bay: Dorset County Council confirmed that they will continue to take enforcement action against taxi drivers who overspill into the Bus Stop in West Street so as to discourage the worst offenders from blocking access for the buses.
28.
DOCUMENTS LAID ON THE TABLE
Councillors considered a report of the Town Clerk, ENCL. 1660. 

RESOLVED that the report be approved.

The meeting closed at 8.10 p.m.

The next meeting of the Plans Committee will be held on 4 September 2006
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