FINANCE AND GENERAL PURPOSES COMMITTEE

Minutes of the meeting of the BEST VALUE, SCRUTINY AND BRIDPORT AND WEST BAY TOWN PLAN SUB COMMITTEE of Bridport Town Council held at Mountfield, Bridport on Tuesday 8 September 2009 at 11.00 a.m.

PRESENT

Cllr 
Miss S.A. Brown (in the chair)



Cllrs:   G.J. Ackerman

C.M. Ray




K.A. Day


Mrs M.J. Ray




Ms F.K. McKenzie

Ms S.J. Williams


Also in attendance:
Cllr D.G. Rickard.


11.
APOLOGIES


An apology for absence was received from Cllr C.D. Wild. 

12.
MINUTES

The minutes of the meeting of the Best Value, Scrutiny and Bridport and West Bay Town Plan Sub Committee held on 9 June 2009 were confirmed as a correct record and signed by the Chairman.

13.
DECLARATIONS OF INTEREST
The following personal and prejudicial interests were declared in respect of the grants item 4 on the agenda. Members left the room when the relevant grants (numbers shown below) were considered:

Cllr G.J. Ackerman, member of Age Concern (B2), Twinning Association (B12), Museum Trust (A4) and a connection, through membership of the Football Partnership, with Queen Bees FC (B17).

Cllr Miss S.A. Brown, member of Arts Centre (A2, B20 and B22), Museum (A4), Twinning Association (B12), and Chamber Orchestra (B14).  

Cllr K.A. Day, volunteer with the Citizens’ Advice Bureau (A3).

Cllr Ms F.K. McKenzie, Guider in Charge of 1st Bridport Brownies (B15). 

Cllr C.M. Ray, member of Arts Centre (A2,B20 and B22), Twinning Association (B12), Gig Rowing Club (B16),.

Cllr Mrs M.J. Ray, member of Arts Centre (A2,B20 and B22), Twinning Association (B12), Gig Rowing Club (B16)

Cllr D.G. Rickard, member of Twinning Association (B12) and the Renewable Energy Group (B13).

Cllr Ms S.J. Williams, member of Arts Centre (A2, B20 and B22), Museum Trust (A4), and WATAG (B4).

Cllr D.G. Rickard chaired the items where Cllr Miss S.A. Brown had left the room, except the Twinning Association, which was chaired by Cllr Ms S.J. Williams.

14.
GRANTS
Prior to the consideration of the applications, representatives of the four main grant applicants gave a presentation on the activities of their organisation. Nick Neale of the Leisure Centre, Lindsey Brooks of the Arts Centre, Alice Martin of the Museum and Martin Paley of the Citizens’ Advice Bureau, each addressed the Sub Committee and summarised their work over the past year. 

Consideration was then given to the applications received, ENCL: 2019.

The Sub Committee considered each grant in turn, having regard to the Town Council's agreed criteria for grants and the application forms submitted. 

Members were reminded that, where the Town Council did not have the express power to support a particular activity, it could still make a grant under Section 137 of the Local Government Act. In deciding to recommend the use of this power, the Sub Committee needed to be satisfied that, in its view, the expenditure to be incurred would bring direct benefit to the parish area, a part of it or all or some of its inhabitants and that this benefit was commensurate with the expenditure to be incurred.

Following discussion of each grant, it was RECOMMENDED that: -       

(a) the following grants be approved, marked with the appropriate power: 

	Organisation 
	Grant 
	Power to make the award

	Larger Organisations 
	£
	

	Leisure Centre
	  4,000
	Local Government (Miscellaneous Provisions) Act1976 s19(3)



	Arts Centre
	  6,250
	Local Government Act 1972 s145



	CAB
	  2,500
	Local Government Act 1972 s 142(2)(A)



	Museum
	  3,050
	Local Government Act 1972 s145(1)(D)



	Service Level Agreement grants total
	15,800
	Budget - £16,000

	
	
	

	Smaller Organisations
	
	

	Bridport Pub and Shop Watch - Radio Link
	1,000
	Local Government & Rating Act 1972 S.31

	Age Concern – overhead hoist

*up to this amount subject to cost of equipment.


	1,000*
	Local Government Act 1972 s 142(2)(a)



	PCT re Child Accident Prevention Event
	   250
	Local Government Act 1972 s137



	WATAG – Bus Timetable
	   250
	Local Government & Rating Act 1972 S.29

	PVA Media Lab Young Persons’ Film Project


	   500  
	Local Government Act 1972 s137



	The Bopper Bus Organisation* subject to confirmation on use by Bridport residents


	   250


	Local Government Act 1972 s137



	Bridport Barracudas – mini swimming league


	   250


	Local Government Act 1972 s137



	Lions Club – diabetic screening
	   250
	Local Government Act 1972 s137



	Axe Valley & West Dorset Ring & Ride – community transport


	   700
	Local Government & Rating Act 1997 s27



	Twinning Association – bursaries for young people


	   250
	Local Government Act S144



	Bridport Renewable Energy Group – event for householders


	   250
	Climate Change and Energy Act 2006



	Bridport Chamber Orchestra – 
concert support
	   250
	Local Government Act 1972 s145



	1st Bridport Brownies

Centenary Year activities


	   200
	Local Government Act 1972 s137



	Bridport Gig Rowing Club – equipment costs
	   300
	Local Government (Miscellaneous Provisions) Act1976 s19(3)



	Queen Bees FC – coaching courses
	   250


	Local Government (Miscellaneous Provisions) Act1976 s19(3)



	Open Studios – annual art event 
	   250
	Local Government Act 1972 s145



	Bridport Local Food Group – park and ride for food festival


	   250
	Local Government Act S144



	Life Education Wessex- education programme for schools


	   250
	Local Government Act 1972 S137



	Total Small Grants
	6,700
	Budget - £9,500


(b) the application from Bradpole Village Hall (£7150) be not supported as the application did not satisfy the criteria for grants to small organisations, in view of the amount requested, the location outside the parish and the powers available to the Town Council to make grant awards. 

(c) the application from the CAB be increased by £500 to £2,500, given the specific issues and current demand for this service, as outlined at the meeting and subject to confirmation on the use of the additional funds.

(d) that in respect of the grant to WATAG for the bus timetable, the Town Clerk be asked to seek confirmation that Dorset County Council will fund this service in future years.
 

(e) the application from Bridport Media Group (£150) be declined at this time. It was suggested that the Group may like to contact other relevant groups working in this field.


(f) that in view of the ongoing funding support for the Arts Centre, through the larger grant funding allocations, the additional grant applications submitted by the Arts Centre for the film festival (£500) and youth dance development (£500) be not supported at this time.

(f) in respect of approved applications from national and county bodies, it is on the understanding that the money is ring-fenced for Bridport only. 


(j) for those grants shown above, being recommended under Section 137 of the Local Government Act, it is considered that the expenditure in each case satisfies the requirements of that section of the Act.

15.
INTERNAL AUDIT 2008/09
The Town Clerk reported that Henry Lovegrove of Accounts and Audit Services Ltd had made his final visit and his findings, all of which were of a minor nature, for the entire year, were reported to the Sub Committee.

The update was noted.

16.
EXTERNAL AUDIT 2008/2009
The Town Clerk reported that the External Audit was still to be completed but it was pleasing that it did seem that the Audit had gone well. The outcome would be reported to members, once received. 

The Office Manager was thanked for all his hard work in preparing and submitting the accounts.

The report was noted. 


17.
BRIDPORT AND WEST BAY TOWN PLAN
The Town Clerk reported that the first meeting of members had been held and he would be producing the notes and revised format of the Plan to be discussed at a further workshop of members. This would hopefully be held later this month or early October.

The update was noted.

18.
QUALITY COUNCIL

The Town Clerk informed members that he would be submitting his application for the Certificate in Local Council Administration within the next two weeks. The outcome should be known by October/November and, subject to a successful outcome, he would then aim to submit the Quality Council application before the end of the calendar year.

The update was noted.

19.
COUNCIL PROCEDURAL STANDING ORDERS
The Sub Committee considered the procedure for receiving committee minutes at full council.


RECOMMEND: that at meetings of the full Council, on receipt of minutes from Committees, each page of each set of minutes be considered in turn, with any recommendations highlighted on the agenda for discussion.

The meeting closed at 1:10 p.m.
The next meeting of this Sub Committee will be held on 15 December 2009
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