PLANS COMMITTEE

Minutes of the meeting of the HIGHWAYS AND TRANSPORTATION SUB COMMITTEE of Bridport Town Council held at Mountfield, Bridport on Tuesday, 9 January 2007 at 2.30 pm.

PRESENT:
Cllr: 
C.M. Ray (Chairman)


 Cllrs: 
 Mrs G.L. Fifield

Ms F.K. McKenzie

Also in attendance: Cllrs: G.J. Ackerman, K.G. Wallace and C.D. Wild.  

Members of public present: Mr R. Driscoll and Mr M. Farrar-Hockley (WATAG).

23.
APOLOGIES

Apologies for absence were received from Cllrs: A.L.G. Harrison, R.H. Nicholls and Mike Harvey (Bridport Chamber of Trade & Commerce).

24.
MINUTES
The minutes of the meeting held on 19 October 2006, which had been previously circulated, were confirmed as a true and correct record and signed by the Chairman.

25.
DECLARATIONS OF INTEREST
     Minute 27 – Cllr. Mrs G.L. Fifield declared a personal interest being a resident of West Bay.

     Minute 27 – Cllr C.D. Wild declared a personal interest being a resident of West Bay.

26.
PEDESTRIAN CROSSING FACILITIES, TOWN HALL

The Town Surveyor reported that the Dorset County Council have produced a revised scheme based on the town council’s preferred option 4. He had met Helen Cardell, DCC Technical Officer on site to discuss the scheme and reported that the sequencing of the lights was operated by vehicles using the left hand filter lane and therefore it was important for this lane not to be blocked by parked vehicles or over hang from market stalls.

RECOMMENDED: 
that the revised scheme be welcomed and supported.  
27.
BRIDPORT PARK AND RIDE
Councillors considered a report of the Town Clerk, ENCL: 1721. 

RECOMMENDED: that;

(a) A Park and Ride service from West Bay to Bridport be provided for a seven week period during the 2007 Summer Holiday period and the Finance and General Purposes Committee be asked to include the budget cost of £4,850 in the 2007/2008 Estimates,

(b) WDDC be thanked for their support and financial assistance to the Pilot 2006 Park and Ride service,

(c) Further discussions are held with WDDC, DCC and other interested parties concerning the implementation and possible support by them for the proposed 2007 Park and Ride Service.        

28.
HIGHWAY MATTERS


Consideration was given to the following highway matter: -

Waiting restrictions, Spinning Way, South Street, ENCL: 1722
RECOMMENDED: that the request for the provision of double yellow lines be supported and the Dorset County Council be asked to include this provision in their forthcoming programme.

29.
COMMUNICATIONS
(a)      Councillors considered the December 2007 railway timetable, ENCL: 1723. The WATAG representatives advised that it would be helpful for the town council to support their lobby for more trains on the Bristol to Weymouth route during the summer holiday period, promotion of the Maiden Newton link and ‘through tickets’ to encourage the link of buses with train services. They advised that the First Bus Company were looking to adjust the timing of their bus service with the last train from Waterloo to Dorchester.


RECOMMENDED: that WATAG be asked to liaise with the Town Clerk so that he can send a letter to the Train and Bus companies involved.

          (b)       The Town Clerk reported:

    (i)   A35 - Additional Amenity Cutting: Connect A30/A35 Ltd have agreed to increase the frequency of the cutting of the highway verges within the 30 and 40 mph zones within the posted town limits. They have suggested that it is based on a 50/50 cost share and that the town council’s contribution would be £1,450 per year.

     The Town Clerk reported that the town council had budget provision for the extra cuts, which should lead to an improvement to the appearance of the highway verges at Sea Road South.   

           RECOMMENDED: that the frequency of cuts to the highway verges within the 30 and 40 mph zones within the posted town limits at a cost of £1,450 be approved.

(ii)  Street Lighting: As from December 2006, street lighting has been contracted out by Dorset County Council to Dorset Lighting Ltd. Members highlighted the importance of any new lighting schemes conforming with the Darker Skies criteria and seeking to reduce energy consumption. 

(iii) Finger Pointed Signage: The Bridport Museum had requested help in the provision of a black finger sign post at the top of Gundry Lane directing people down to the Bridport Local History Centre at the Coach House. The Town Surveyor also mentioned that the Millennium Green Trust were interested in the provision of a sign at Downes Street directing people to Mountfield and the Millennium Green.

RECOMMENDED: that the Town Surveyor be asked to look into the provision of the two signs mentioned above. 

(iv) Dorset County Council:  DCC have advised that they have received no objections to the residents parking proposal for Asker Mead and that this will now be included in their programme. In addition, the blue and white information signs for the Victoria Grove one-way system are to be removed. 

               (v) Bridport Chamber of Trade and Commerce:  The Town Clerk read out the letter received from the Bridport Chamber of Trade and Commerce. 

               (vi) A35 Group Meeting: The next meeting of this group is on 16 January 2007 at 7:00 pm, Mountfield.

               (vii) West Street: Cllr Ms R.C. Kayes had e-mailed the concerns of a resident over the new arrangements for water drainage from the guttering above ‘This and That’ and adjacent properties in West Street. The Town Surveyor advised that he had inspected the site and would be taking the matter up with DCC.  
30.
DOCUMENTS LAID ON THE TABLE                         



Councillors considered a report of the Town Clerk, ENCL: 1724.


RESOLVED: that the report be noted.

The meeting closed at 3.15 p.m.

The next meeting of the Highways and Transportation Sub Committee will be held on 3 April 2007
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