FINANCE AND GENERAL PURPOSES COMMITTEE

Minutes of the meeting of the BEST VALUE, SCRUTINY AND BRIDPORT AND WEST BAY TOWN PLAN SUB COMMITTEE of Bridport Town Council held at Mountfield, Bridport on Tuesday 9 March 2010 at 11.00 a.m.

PRESENT

Cllr 
Miss S.A. Brown (in the chair)



Cllrs:   G.J. Ackerman

C.M. Ray



N.K. Cast


Mrs M.J. Ray




Ms F.K. McKenzie

C.D. Wild







Ms S.J. Williams

Also in attendance:
Cllrs: D.G. Rickard and K.G. Wallace (until 11.10am).


29.
APOLOGIES


An apology for absence was received from Cllr K.A. Day. 

30.
MINUTES

The minutes of the meeting of the Best Value, Scrutiny and Bridport and West Bay Town Plan Sub Committee held on 15 December 2009 were confirmed as a correct record and signed by the Chairman.

31.
DECLARATIONS OF INTEREST

Cllr D.G. Rickard declared a personal and prejudicial interest in minute 36. He 
left the room while the item was discussed and a decision taken.
32.
INTERNAL AUDIT 2009/2010
The Town Clerk reported that Mr Henry Lovegrove of Accounts and Audit Services Ltd had carried out the first two of three scheduled visits for this financial year and his findings, all of which were of a minor nature, were reported to the Sub Committee. The Town Clerk also reported on the action taken in response to the findings.

The update was noted.

33.
REVIEW OF THE EFFECTIVENESS OF INTERNAL AUDIT ARRANGEMENTS 2010/11
Councillors considered a report of the Town Clerk, ENCL: 2183 and specifically the following matters:

· scope of the internal audit 

· independence of the internal auditor
· competence

· relationships

· audit planning and reporting

RECOMMEND that:

(a) the existing internal audit arrangements be approved.


(b) the scope of the internal audit programme for 2010/11 be approved, and

(c) the Sub Committee continues to receive regular reports on the periodic internal audit findings.

34.
RISK ASSESSMENT

Consideration was given to a report of the Town Clerk, ENCL: 2189.


RECOMMEND: that the risk assessment and management strategy policy 
document for 2009/10 be approved as attached to the report.

35.
INVESTMENT REVIEW 2009/10 AND INVESTMENT STRATEGY 2010/11

Councillors considered a report of the Town Clerk, ENCL: 2184.


RESOLVED: 


(a) that the investments made in 2009/10 be noted as in the report, and


RECOMMEND:


(b) that the annual investment strategy for 2009/10, attached as an Appendix to the report, be adopted without amendment for 2010/11.

36.
REQUEST FOR FUNDING FROM BRIDPORT TLC


Consideration was given to a report of the Town Clerk, ENCL: 2185.

Members discussed the report and emphasised that they supported the work of TLC. It was asked what approaches for funding had been made to the waste and recycling authorities – the District Council and County Council. It was also noted that assistance had been offered to prepare funding applications to other funding bodies. However, for these applications to be considered and for the Town Council to consider funding support, TLC would need to be formally constituted, as well as provide additional financial information. It was understood that TLC was seeking legal advice to enable them to be established as a community interest company.
Members generally felt that more information was required before they could consider the funding request. 
RECOMMEND: that in response to the request from Bridport TLC, the Town Council emphasises its support and appreciation of their work but agree that further information was required in respect of their constitution, financial position and other potential funders before a decision could taken on the funding request.
37.
QUALITY COUNCIL

Consideration was given to a report of the Town Clerk, ENCL: 2188.

It was reported that it was intended to submit the application for Quality Council status by July this year.


RESOLVED: that the current position on preparing the submission for Quality Council status be noted.

38.
INSURANCE REVIEW

Consideration was given to a report of the Town Clerk, ENCL: 2187.

RESOLVED: that the Town Clerk undertake a tendering exercise for the provision of insurance services and report the outcome to the next meeting of this Sub Committee.
39.
IDENTIFICATION OF NEW SITES FOR HOUSING

Consideration was given to a report of the Town Clerk, ENCL: 2190.

Members discussed the process to respond to requests to indentify new sites for housing. It was noted that most opportunities were likely to be outside the town boundaries and that the development boundary would be looked at through the emerging Local Development Framework. Any sites that were suggested would be considered by West Dorset District Council in line with their methodology and criteria. 

The Committee noted the position.
40.
PUBLIC FORUM AND COUNCIL PROCEDURE

Consideration was given to a report of the Town Clerk, ENCL: 2192.

RECOMMEND: that the following amendments be made to the Public Forum: -

(a) Public Forum should be extended to sub committees, given that members of the public are often present and wish to speak on agenda issues, and



(b) wording be added to Standing Orders to the effect that the Chairman has the discretion to rule whether the issues raised in the Public Forum are relevant to an agenda item or in the interests of wider public discussion relating to Council business. The wording to be drafted by the Town Clerk and agreed by the Council.

41.
WEST DORSET DRAFT COMMUNITY PLAN

Consideration was given to a report of the Town Clerk, ENCL: 2191.

It was recommended that all members be invited to comment on the draft Plan, prior to the Town Council’s response being approved.

It was noted that the BLAP Planning Working Group would be considering the BLAP response at their meeting on 1 April.

RECOMMEND: that the Town Council’s response to the West Dorset Draft Community Plan be approved at the Finance and General Purposes Committee on 7 April 2010.

The meeting closed at 12:15 p.m.
The next meeting of this Sub Committee will be on a date to be agreed at the next meeting of the Finance and General Purposes Committee
PAGE  
14

