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BRIDPORT WEST AND ALLINGTON WARD MATTERS


NOTES OF MEETING HELD ON Tuesday 21st April 2026

Present:  Cllr Bev Thornton. Cllr Jonathan Bourbon, Cllr Sarah Carney, Ward Clerk Amy Stephenson, 5 x members of the public.  
                
Apologies:  Cllr Julian Jones

1. Introduction
Cllr Bourbon, who was chairing the meeting, introduced himself. All others introduced themselves.  

2. Ward Issues / Topics / Information

St Swithin’s Road Resurfacing – this has now been completed, and residents and users have expressed their satisfaction with this. 

20mph Application Update – Dorset Council internal panel have met and have agreed to take this proposal forward to Public Consultation.  There is currently no timescale on when this will happen.


Cathy Harvey – Allington Hillbillies – Country Fair – Cathy updated all regarding the upcoming Country Fair to be held on Allington Hill (Sat 2nd May with other activities also taking place on the evening of Friday 1st May). All is in place and had a final meeting with Daryl Chambers (BTC) yesterday.  There will be approximately 40 stall which does not include the entertainment, food and bar.  There will also be a May Pole, morris dancers and a Dog Show. Hopeful for good weather.  Next week will see it all starting to take shape with the marquee coming on Thursday.  There will be people on site over night to ensure its safety!  They are doing all they can to ensure that North Allington will not be gridlocked.  The event will be signposted. There will be no parking on site or on the housing estates.  There will be a disabled drop off/collection point.  The event will be accessible for wheelchair and buggy use as long as there is no rain. All are welcome to attend this amazing community event.

Foundry Lea Affordable Housing – Cllr Sarah Carney updated all.  There is a lot more affordable housing than there was initially set to be.  There was due to be a 35% provision but this has now been increased to 38%.  Some will be affordable housing for rental, and some will be social housing.  There will also be opportunities for shared ownership.  It is stipulated that the affordable properties must go to those in the local area.  However you can only apply for one if you are on the Housing Register (except for the shared ownership properties).  A large number of applicants have already been applying for the initial affordable housing available.  If people are not successful with Foundry Lea then it is hoped that more affordable housing will be made available in Bridport.  The more people that are on the Housing Register, the more it shows Dorset Council that there is a housing need locally.
There are two sections/areas to Foundry Lea – one is the residential area and the other is a mixed use area.  Unfortunately, as yet, nothing has been undertaken by the landowner with regards to the mixed use area.
Residents present queried how long the closure of Lovers Lane would be for.  This is the footpath which links Foundry Lea to Magdalen Lane.  People have been misusing areas nearby when they realise that part of this footpath has been blocked and shut off.  Resident has made Symonds PC aware and is meeting with them.  But it would be great if the developers could progress this area quickly to that it opens as soon as possible.  Cllr Sarah Carney explained some of the logistics with this footpath and others but agreed would put the timescale of this path re-opening on the agenda for the next Foundry Lea Working Group meeting.
Resident asked if the developers could cover the ‘ponds’ with netting as it has been attracting a larger number of seagulls to the nearby area.  Cllr Sarah Carney explained that the developers are proud of the ‘wetlands’ they have created which has attracted over 40 seagulls etc.





Potholes / Road Issues Reporting Procedures – Ward Clerk reminded those present of the importance of officially reporting any road defects.  We report what we can but unfortunately do not have eyes everywhere so the more help we receive in reporting these the better.  Ward Clerk gave out copies of information regarding Dorset Council online reporting portal as well as the Fix My Street website.
Pot holes reported were:
1. Just before the turning into Magdalen Lane
2. Top of North Allington after Hospital Lane junction
3. Entrance to Park Road
4. Broadmead Avenue – just further into the entrance – this was an area that didn’t get resurfaced – the resurfacing stopped just before this large pot hole.
            Ward Clerk will report all

Other Items Raised by Residents
· From junction of Hospital Lane to Donkey Lane on North Allington – this area was never resurfaced when North Allington Was resurfaced – why?  Ward Clerk to report
· Can BTC show their support for the fire stations which are at risk of closing?  Cllr Sarah Carney will take this forward with BTC
· Wall on the green in front of One Stop (Skilling) – areas of it have fallen, some of it has large cracks and will fall soon.  Ward Clerk to report
· Grass growing over the pavement in Alexandra Road where parents walk their children to school.  Ward Clerk to report
· Will Dorset Council be sweeping the footpath in front of Mabel Gale bungalows (off Parsonage Road) soon?  Ward Clerk to investigate



3. Date/Venue of next meeting – July – venue and date to be confirmed
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