

[image: ]                               BRIDPORT TOWN COUNCIL 


BRIDPORT WEST AND ALLINGTON WARD MATTERS


NOTES OF MEETING HELD ON Tuesday 17th February 2026

Present:  Cllr Bev Thornton. Cllr Bourbon, Cllr Julian Jones, Ward Clerk Amy Stephenson, 4 x members of the public.  
                
Apologies:  Cllr Sarah Carney 

1. Introduction
Cllr Thornton introduced herself and others to those present.  She explained to any that were unaware that the Parish Council no longer exists and that this is now a Ward within Bridport Town Council.	

2. Ward Issues / Topics / Information

Cathy Harvey – Allington Hillbillies – Country Fair – Cathy updated all regarding the upcoming Country Fair to be held on Allington Hill (Sat 2nd May with other activities also taking place on the evening of Friday 1st May). There has been and will be various fundraising events held to raise money to help put on the Country Fair.  One of these is the ‘Life in the Shadows of Allington Hill’ talk which is taking place on Sunday 22nd February at 2pm in St Swithun’s Church Hall - £5 per person.  So far fundraising has raised over £3,000.  
There are 35 stalls which have been booked to attend the Country Fair which are in some way connected with country craft.  Also in attendance will be Toby and his horses to demonstrate the logging that they undertake on the hill.  There will be a variety of activities for all ages.  This Country Fair is being held in partnership with Bridport Town Council.  The Friday evening will be a community event with music, entertainment and food.  There is still room on the Saturday for any community groups/schools etc to have an activity of their own e.g. a coconut shy, in order to raise funds to benefit their own group.  They can contact the Hillbillies for more information.

Parking is an issue and they are looking for a sponsor to essentially pay for a park and ride bus scheme for the day – although the field that Bridport Town Council have earmarked for the parking is currently waterlogged.  The Hillbillies are also looking to see if there are any potential businesses/groups that may have grounds that they would consider letting them use for this purpose. Ward Councillors and members of the public also suggested other possible sites for them to investigate.    There will be parking in the field itself for stallholders only.  Cathy will update us as and when she has more news.  They will be having an Open Meeting in March at the White Lion in Bridport to discuss things further – all are welcome.

North Allington – Parking near/in front of shop –for information purposes.  This has been a topic of discussion and frustration for many years. Allington Parish Council conversed with Highways and others at various times throughout the years, but Highways were unable to help.  Various suggestions were put forward by the Parish Council to Highways, but none were taken forward.  The current shop owners are in contact with Dorset Council regarding this.

St Swithin’s Road proposed resurfacing works – a proposal for these works is 11th to 21st March.  Road to be closed during the hours of 8pm and 6am and re-opening to traffic daily and at weekend. There is to be no on street parking during the road closure.  Due to the wording of the proposal information that had been sent out, the Ward Clerk had checked with the Community Highways Officer as to what the works would be as there was concern it may just be patch work.  We have been led to believe it will be resurfacing works.  Please note that at this time it is still proposed to undertake works at that time with no formal works notice received currently.









20mph Application Update - Dorset Council were hoping to have an internal panel meeting in February to look at the multitude of applications they have received from across Dorset including those from Bridport.  However, this meeting has been postponed until March, and we hope to hear more by the end of that month.

Potholes / Road Issues Reporting Procedures – Ward Clerk reminded those present of the importance of officially reporting any road defects.  We report what we can but unfortunately do not have eyes everywhere so the more help we receive in reporting these the better.  Ward Clerk gave out copies of information regarding Dorset Council online reporting portal as well as the Fix My Street website.

Other Items Raised by Residents
· Blocked drains at top end of North Allington – ongoing issue – continue to report to Dorset Council
· Footpath between Parsonage Road/Broadmead Avenue in front of the Mabel Gale Trust bungalows – flooding issues – residents having difficulty in getting anyone to deal with this as no one taking ownership and Dorset Council stating that pathway is unadopted.  Ward Clerk will investigate further
· Query regarding which organisation resurfaced the small stretch of road between Longhayes Avenue and Cherry Tree – this was undertaken by Magna
· Dog walking through path at Peter Foot Play Area – there has been ongoing frustration from responsible dog walkers who use this path that they have been stopped from doing so and ‘no dog’ signs have been erected.  This is the policy of not only Bridport Town Council but also Dorset Council to not allow dogs in play areas.  This play area has been earmarked for potential regeneration but as yet nothing has been agreed.  In the meantime, dogs are still not permitted in this area
· Change of speed limit on bypass – this road belongs to National Highways.  It also falls under Symondsbury Parish Council.  Both would be better able to respond/investigate this further.
· Change of speed limit in Alexandra Road (20mph/30mph).  This area has been highlighted in our 20mph application to Dorset Council.  We are hoping that it will all become 20mph if Dorset Council agree.



3. Date/Venue of next meeting – Tuesday 21st April 2026 – 6.30pm – St Swithun’s Church Hall



Amy Stephenson – Ward Clerk               e-mail: bridportwest.ward@bridport-tc.gov.uk          website: www.bridport-tc.gov.uk
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