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West Bay Ward Matters 
12th June 2026, 6.30pm at The Salt House
MINUTES

Present:  Cllr Ann Langridge, Cllr Neil Barnes, Ward Clerk Amy Stephenson, 3 Police Officers from Bridport Neighbourhood Policing Team and 19 members of the public
1. INTRODUCTION
Cllr Ann Langridge introduced herself and welcomed Cllr Neil Barnes, recently appointed as the Ward Councillor for West Bay. Three members of the Bridport Neighbourhood Policing Team were also introduced and noted as being in attendance.  Cllr Langridge paid tribute to former Councillor Dave Bolwell, who sadly passed away earlier this year. Dave is remembered as a well-respected and valued member of the community who was passionate about representing this Ward and its residents.

2.  POLICE UPDATE / NEWS ON AREA
PC Dan White reported that the Bridport Neighbourhood Policing Team has expanded from two officers to four since March. He advised that one of the team's current priorities is tackling antisocial behaviour and dangerous driving in West Bay. .A range of measures are being employed, including the use of unmarked vehicles and plain-clothed officers patrolling the area. The team is also working closely with local partners, including Dorset Council's Parking and Highways departments, to develop a coordinated approach to addressing these issues. A meeting is scheduled for later this month to consider further options and potential solutions. The Neighbourhood Policing Team has been working in partnership with the No Excuses Team, the Roads Policing Team and other agencies. Enforcement activity has included the issuing of speeding tickets on West Bay Road and elsewhere, as well as the serving of Section 59 notices. PC White explained that the receipt of two Section 59 notices can result in a vehicle being seized. A number of vehicles have already been seized for offences such as having no insurance. PC White stated that the team is doing all it can to address the problems and hopes that additional measures will be in place by the end of the summer. One proposal being pursued with Dorset Council is the installation of an additional speed hump along the Esplanade. Dorset Council is also considering ways to make Station Road Car Park less attractive to those engaging in antisocial behaviour, although it has ruled out the installation of a barrier at the site. The team is also exploring the potential use of drones and Town Council CCTV cameras. Early indications suggest that some regular offenders may be moving their activities to locations outside the Bridport area.
· Member of public asked if there was a way of speeding up the reporting process.  PC White emphasised the importance of residents continuing to report incidents, as the information received helps build a clearer picture of the nature, frequency and timing of issues occurring in the area. They explained that higher levels of reporting provide stronger evidence of the scale of the problem, enabling them to make a more compelling case to senior officers and other decision-makers. This, in turn, can support bids for additional resources and funding for future initiatives and projects. 
· Member of public asked if they could not have an email address to send reports to.  Police representatives explained that email inboxes are not monitored continuously and that incidents should be reported through the appropriate reporting channels wherever possible. Reports submitted via the official system are automatically logged, enabling all relevant officers to access the information and helping to build a comprehensive picture of local issues. In contrast, reports received by email require additional officer time to transfer onto the system, reducing the time available for operational policing.  PC Dan White acknowledged that the reporting process can be lengthy but emphasised that it is necessary to ensure incidents are recorded correctly. He also reminded residents that, when gathering evidence for a report, they should not put themselves at risk of harm and should avoid any form of confrontation.
· Member of public mentioned that the Angling Centre, Harbour Stores and Nisa have all been targeted by thieves over Easter and although reported nothing has been done.  Police will look into why this hasn’t happened.  NOTE:  Since the meeting the Police have confirmed that only one of the mentioned places reported any shoplifting and they were contacted at the time but didn’t respond.  The other two mentioned places did not report any shoplifting this year (one of which has since confirmed with the Ward Clerk that this is correct – they did not report any shoplifting this year).
· Member of public advised Police that children and young adults tuck themselves in under the promenade off the end of the Esplanade where evidence of drinking and drug taking has been found.  Police said they will extend their foot patrols to cover this area
· Meadowlands parking along entrance – this has caused issues for a very long time in terms of access and safety.  Police advised that this is in Dorset Council’s remit and that the Police will only attend if there is a full obstruction/emergency vehicle cannot gain access.

3. Highway Matters
· Double Yellow Lines/Hatch Markings/PIPS
Our application to DC received the following comments: The Meadowlands TRO (Traffic Regulation Order) request that you presented to us did not score very high and consequently would languish at the bottom of a very long list.
As Dorset Council has not received any complaints or comments from any emergency service then the request would always have a low score and would not be taken forward at this time. Due to high demand countywide only the highest scoring TRO requests are moving forward.
The TRO scoring process is based on an area's immediate infrastructure, given that Meadowlands is residential it will always come out with a low score.  As I mentioned only the highest scoring will be put forward at our quarterly meetings.
In regard to the West Bay request, this has scored higher and was discussed at their quarterly meeting. The TRO (double yellows with double pips) for the Esplanade and Quayside are being taken forward for implementation.  We are awaiting news on when this will take place
The area within the Quayside (top end nearest the kiosks) where we are asking for disabled bays –this is being taken forward for implementation.  We are awaiting news on when
All other roads (where we were asking for double yellow lines with double pips) will all be looked at by Parking Services (this included Station Road up to the new houses, road around The Welcome Hub/in front of kiosk and down past Rise, West Bay Road from West Bay up to the Haddon House roundabout.
· Member of public stated that they were concerned that Station Road area, especially outside Chesil House, may not be taken forward despite them being told by Dorset Council in the past that they would.  Ward Clerk said she would reiterate these points to Dorset Council Parking Services who are consulting on this.
· Update on 20mph Application
Dorset Council has agreed that all applications from Bridport Town Council for the 20mph schemes will progress to full public consultation – this is likely to take part in June/July.  This will be advertised in the local press and media.  This does not mean that the scheme will automatically go ahead.
		
· National Highways Underpass Lights – National Highways have stated that their contractors have visited site and are putting together a potentially vandal proof design

4. GENERAL HARBOUR UPDATE – JAMES RADCLIFF (HARBOUR MASTER)
James explained that the works to the Harbour Wall are ongoing.  The current phase was completed back in October.  They will be putting together a copper dam so they can work all the time through to March.
Various projects on the go:  Black Hut has been removed and is being rebuilt with a slight extension (seating area in the middle, changing area, small kiosk).  This will hopefully be open in July and will all be run by the Harbour.
The Harbour Office is going to Planning shortly to redesign the Office and new public toilets.  Don’t know timescales yet.  Will have a slightly larger footprint than before and will be a 2-storey building.  The Harbour has to earn its own money and not Dorset Council funded anymore.

5. Other Ward Related Issues 
· Trailway Management Plan Update
Burton Road Trailway - Approximately a year ago a survey was carried out regarding the trailway.  This then went out to public consultation and consultation with relevant agencies: Bridport Tree Group, Dorset Wildlife Trust, Dorset Council Rights of Way, Dorset Council Cycleways, Walk, wheel, cycle trust (Previously Sustrans), River Group, Environment Agency, before it was then taken forward  with a Management Plan to Committee and adopted in November last year.  BTC are working as per the terms of the agreed Management Plan going forward.
We have not identified anything in particular for the volunteers to do at this stage.  Please note that the Trailway Management Plan is available to read on the Bridport Town Council website.

· Stream Bank Maintenance Update
A job has been raised to clear the ditch in Oct/Nov once the verge work has finished and the birds have stopped nesting
· West Bay/Bridport Shuttle Bus Update The service is carrying on as usual for now. Nothing has been formally agreed long term. We have been assured by Dorset Community Transport the paperwork will be coming soon and then we will know more.
· Any other Ward related issues from residents
· Salt House – is it possible to ask those that use it for events to park in Public Car Parks and not in the surrounding estates?  Ward Clerk will feed this back to the Town Council
· Bins – would love to have more bins between West Bay and the Underpass.  (Spar had been asked to reinstate their bin but have declined). There used to be one at the bus stop half-way up West Bay Road, but this is no longer there.  Could one be reinstated there?  Ward Clerk to find out
· Query regarding proposed new housing behind Meadowlands/off Burton Road – this has not yet been submitted to Dorset Council Planning so we have nothing we can comment on currently.
· Dorset Council Local Plan – what is the latest.  This is hopefully coming out later this year and there will then be a consultation.
· Where has the bench outside Costa/Gelateria gone and can it be replaced.  This was burnt down and had to be removed.  We are awaiting news from Bridport Town Council about a replacement.
· Dog beach - is it not possible for a banner to be put up to say no dogs as this is still happening regardless of the very small signs.  Ward Clerk had asked Dorset Council about this last year and had followed up again this year only to be sent 4 A4 sized posters.  When she had queried Dorset Council, they had said that they felt the current signage was sufficient.  Ward Clerk will go back to them again and ask them to reconsider.
· Some small 3 wheeled vehicles were parked up where the bikers parked recently.  This is because they were on a tour and are classed as bikes.

6. Date of Next Meeting - To be confirmed – likely to be September

Meeting closed at 7.55pm
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