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West Bay Ward Matters 
16th September 2026, 6.30pm at The Salt House
MINUTES

Present:  Cllr Ann Langridge, Cllr Neil Barnes, Ward Clerk Amy Stephenson, and 18 members of the public

1. INTRODUCTION
Cllr Ann Langridge introduced herself and others to those present.


2. HIGHWAY MATTERS
· Double Yellow Lines/Hatch Markings/PIPS
· Following our application to Dorset Council for various double yellow lines/hatch markings and PIPS in the area, we met with a member of the Highways team on site to walk through the area to ensure all were suitably addressed. Most areas have been agreed with Dorset Council that they can be progressed and this is due to be in place in the Autumn.  Areas included in this are Quayside, Esplanade, Station Road (outside of Chesil House etc).  An area at the start of West Bay Road off the Haddon House roundabout was being looked at further by Dorset Council.
· Member of the public asked if Meadowlands entrance double yellow lines could be looked at by Highways as they are badly faded.  Ward Clerk explained that Dorset Council expect road marking to be 70% worn before they will action any work they deem necessary.  Ward Clerk will report to Dorset Council Highways
· Member of the public asked if area in front of the Cornish Bakery could also be looked at.  These are the area opposite where the boat tenders are stacked.  Vehicles seem to park there which is just off the junction and therefore causes problems.  Also, the crossing between the Church and Cornish Bakery – no road markings there so it can be quite dangerous and is therefore a safety concern.  Think there used to be road crossing markings?  Ward Clerk will report both to Highways
· Member of the public mentioned that sometimes vehicles connected with events park on Fisherman’s Green and seem to have permission to do this from Bridport Town Council.  Could they not be advised to park in the car park as it can make navigating the area on foot very difficult.  Ward Clerk will report back to Bridport Town Council.

· Update on 20mph Application
A Dorset Council produced public consultation has taken place. The scheme will be submitted by Dorset Council for approval at the end of this month. If approved, a delivery programme will then be developed for this and multiple other 20mph schemes across the county.
Once the programme has been finalised, the details will be shared with stakeholders including ourselves.  We will inform residents as and when we know more.  Please be advised that this process could take years.
		
· National Highways Underpass Lights
National Highways have now installed new lighting.  A resident mentioned that the new lighting seems to be staying on during the day.  Ward Clerk will refer to National Highways

3. GENERAL HARBOUR UPDATE – JAMES RADCLIFFE (HARBOUR MASTER)
· James explained that the Harbour team has been reliant on seasonal zero-hours staff, which has resulted in staff shortages. They are looking at restructuring the staffing arrangements, including the introduction of permanent contracts, so residents can expect to see a different staff presence next season.
· The Black Hut is now structurally complete. Facilities and utilities will follow, alongside approval for staff for the coffee area. The intention is to open this year. Profits from the facility will remain within the Harbour Department and be spent within West Bay.The Harbour team also has a kiosk next to the river, which they intend to open next year.
· Anti-social behaviour – Harbour staff have been working with the local Police who now have access to the Harbour cameras.  Further cameras have been installed.
· The Harbour team now offer petrol/diesel on the Quayside to Boat users and can deliver it directly to the boats.
· Dredging – currently working on a 5yr contract so that approval from Procurement will not be necessary each year.
· Member of the public asked about dangerous skippering of boats and said they would like to see a board prominently displayed showing the rules to ensure the safety of swimmers and other water users.  James advised that anyone using the slipway has to sign a document regarding the rules for using their boats in these waters. He asked that any issues of this nature be reported directly to the Harbourmaster as soon as possible if people are abusing the rules. Resident reiterated that a prominent sign would be helpful, as it is very difficult for swimmers and other water users to obtain details of the boat involved or take photographs if they are in the water at the time. They stressed that the area needs to be safer for swimmers. James agreed to consider this further.
· A resident asked when does the disabled beach ramp get removed?  James advised that it would usually be the end of this month but depending on the weather it may stay a little longer.  It is then reinstated again just before Easter.
· Residents queried the situation with the clock at St John’s Church.  James advised that Philip Ringer had left some money in his Will towards the repair of the clock. West Bay Days have matched this amount, meaning there is now sufficient funding for the repair to proceed.
· Resident asked whether the square-shaped public bins could be made more prominent, as some people still do not appear to know where the bins are or cannot easily identify them. James advised that signage is due to be installed on the bins.
· James advised that the plans for the Harbour Wall have changed. The team is now looking at a spray-concrete solution, which would be quicker and cheaper. The work will hopefully be undertaken this year.  The toilets will not be reopening as they have failed the required structural tests.  There are plans for a new office which will include new public toilets. These plans are expected to be submitted to the Planning Department later this year.  As a temporary measure, the portable toilets currently located on Fisherman’s Green may be moved closer to the Harbour Office. This has not yet been formally agreed.
· Resident asked why there isn’t a simple cold shower on West Beach.  James explained that they will be installing one on East Pier.  Resident advised that they also need to look at West Beach as this is the more family friendly and safer beach and therefore it would be beneficial to have one here also.
· James advised that the Quayside Car Park will be closing for resurfacing.
· A resident asked if the fireworks could be looked at in terms of how noisy they are – could drones not be used instead.  James explained that drones are just far too expensive but he would take back the comments to ‘West Bay Days’ regarding the noise of some fireworks.
· Resident pointed out that the deep tyre ruts caused by e-bikes in the green outside the Amusement Arcade has been filled in with sand.  Ward Clerk will take this back to Bridport Town Council

4. OTHER WARD RELATED ISSUES

· Police Update / News on Area
The Local Neighbourhood Policing Team continue to conduct patrols in and around West Bay to provide a visible presence, engaging with the community and dealing with incidents as they arise.  This has also included targeting anti-social driving, providing reassurance to residents and visitors while helping to deter poor driving standards that can cause nuisance and concern within the community.  Their work continues in this area.  They are also working in partnership with Dorset Council and Bridport Town Council to look at other forms of helping to combat anti-social driving concerns in the roads and car parks.  They have reported to us that reports to the Police from residents regarding nuisance driving appears to have lessened.

· Dogs on beaches
Despite ongoing correspondence with Dorset Council regarding the issues of dogs on the beach where there is a seasonal restriction – DC will not consider any large signage as we have suggested.  They have supplied us with some more A5 signs only. For clarification the only beach area covered by the exclusion on the West side of the harbour is the first beach area running along from the pier rock armour to the first rock groyne . The beach accessed by steps further along the esplanade path is not covered by the prohibition.  The restriction is lifted again at the end of September.  We have requested that the Dog Wardens add this area into their patrol if it is not already.  
We have reached a compromise with Dorset Council that Bridport Town Council can make their own signs to mirror those of DCs to put in this area – which would mean we could install a larger banner type sign on the steps.  We are awaiting confirmation that this can be achieved and if so then we hope to have this in place for the 2027 season.
Emma Bourne of the Harbour Committee explained that they are also in talks with DC   
regarding this same issue, from a safety perspective.  Ward Clerk will be in contact  
with her to try and work together collaboratively on this.


· Flood Information
Dorset Council are undertaking a review of their own flood resilience strategy.  Parish and Town Council’s will be asked for their input and with this in mind, Caroline Pearce from Bridport Town Council is starting to collate information of known flooding areas within Bridport and West Bay as this area will have their own report.  Householders can help prepare for long periods of rain in several ways.  Firstly, and foremost, please report to Dorset Council via their online reporting portal (or via Fix my Street) any blocked drains and gullies etc.  The reporting of problems may well help with the allocation of resources from Dorset Council.  Secondly, if you happen to see any leaves on top of drains then please do move them off if you can.  Thirdly, if flooding impacts your home or is likely to impact you home then please contact BTC directly regarding sandbags.  BTC have a small supply but may be able to point you in other directions if needed.

5.  ANY OTHER WARD RELATED ISSUES FROM RESIDENTS

· A member of the public had picked up 180 rusty nails in one day on the beach, where people appear to be burning pallets.  Broken glass also seems to be in this area.  One of the main areas of concern is at the far end of West Beach tucked under the Esplanade.  Ward Clerk will make the Police aware who are already conducting foot patrols in this area.
· A member of the public reported that they had seen a man flying a drone over people on the beach in what appeared to be very close proximity.  When the man was questioned, he replied that he had a licence but then moved further along the beach and stopped the drone.  Cllr Barnes explained about the different licences that are available for drone users.  Ward Clerk will mention to the Police also.
· WB1 Shuttle Bus - funding has been secured for another 3 years.  The timetable may reduce over the winter periods.  A resident did ask if there was a way of donating money towards this service as it is so very well received.  Ward Clerk will ascertain if this is possible.
· A member of the public advised that during the Jurassic Fields Music Festival, it appeared that some campers came to West Bay to use the beaches for dog walking. Some appeared to be using the beach where dogs are prohibited during the seasonal restriction.  They asked whether Jurassic Fields could be contacted and requested to include information in their festival communications explaining which beaches are accessible to dogs and which are not.  Ward Clerk will contact Jurassic Fields Festival organisers

6. Date of Next Meeting - To be confirmed – likely to be November

Meeting closed at 7.35pm
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