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Town Hall Lottery Success
The Town Council has been
successful with its second stage
bid to the Heritage
Lottery Fund (HLF), giving the
Council the green light to deliver
its Town Hall Heritage and
Conservation project.
The project has been a long
standing objective of the Town
Council, and will aim to restore
this important building and make
it fully accessible with a new
ground floor community space. It
is also hoped, subject to the
approval of West Dorset District
Council, that the Tourist
Information Centre will re-locate
to the new ground floor.
The Heritage Lottery Fund has
awarded a second-round pass
which means that the Town
Council will receive an HLF grant
of £600,000 towards the overall
costs of the project, which are
estimated to be almost £1.4
million.
The Town Council itself has
agreed to commit £400,000 of its
reserves to the project with other
funding being provided by West
Dorset District Council (which
includes the costs of relocating
the public toilets) and Dorset
County Council.
The development of the project
has shown the level of public
support for this exciting scheme,
which will ensure that the Town
Hall can be enjoyed by all. As
well as the physical work on the

building, there will be an
opportunity to fully involve
people, and particularly young
people, in a range of activities to
appreciate the history and
tradition of this fine building.

The Fra Newbery Exhibition of
2008, which was also supported
by the Heritage Lottery Fund,
brought the Town Hall interior
into regional and national focus
and was very well supported by
the public. Many people attending
that Exhibition and subsequent
events asked why the Town Hall
could not be open more. The
Town Council now has the
opportunity to put the building
back at the very heart of civic and
community life in Bridport.
Information will be widely
available at all stages of the
development. The first thing will
be to confirm the timetable for the
works, which are scheduled to
start in Spring 2010, but this will
be confirmed after Christmas.
The Town Hall toilets are to be
removed as part of the project.
The proposed new town centre
location for the toilets is South
Street car park although this is
subject to relevant approvals.
When the Town Hall toilets close,
replacement facilities will be
available in the town centre.
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West Bay Methodist Chapel
A feasibility study has been
produced by West Dorset District
Council looking at potential uses
for the building. The Town
Council was asked for its views
and agreed that the interest
expressed by the Bridport
Museum Trust provides an
opportunity to develop the West
Bay Methodist Chapel in line with
the intention to provide a visitor
attraction or similar community
use. The Town Council also asked
that the District Council should
continue to keep all options for
the building under review.
Plottingham Bridge
It is intended that the work on the
replacement bridge at
Plottingham will take place over
this winter. It is then intended that
the bridge will be adopted by the
County Council.
The Lengthsman Scheme
Bridport Local Area Partnership,
on which the Town Council, local
parish councils and community
groups are represented, has been
looking at the feasibility of parish
and town council clustering. This
could offer the potential for the
town and parish councils in the
area to deliver more services
locally, in response to the needs
of their communities.
The first stage of this work has
been to look into the possibility of
adopting the Lengthsman Scheme
in the area. This follows the
invitation from Dorset County
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