PLANS COMMITTEE

Minutes of the meeting of the HIGHWAYS AND TRANSPORTATION 
SUB COMMITTEE of Bridport Town Council held at Mountfield, Bridport on Thursday, 1 April 2010 at 2.30 pm.

PRESENT:
Cllr 
G.J. Ackerman (Chairman)



Cllr 
K.A. Day

C.M. Ray 








Ms S.J. Williams

Also in attendance: Cllrs: N.K. Cast, Mrs M.J. Ray, D.G. Rickard (ex officio) and K.G. Wallace.
Standing Orders were suspended by the Chairman to allow the members of the public present to speak.

Mr D. Neyland referred to the removal of the crossing island in East Street. He said that this was due to be retained when the zebra crossing was removed and asked that this was reinstated.

32.
APOLOGIES
There were no apologies for absence.
33.
MINUTES
The minutes of the meeting held on 28 January 2010, which had been previously circulated, were confirmed as a true and correct record and signed by the Chairman.

34.
DECLARATIONS OF INTEREST
There were no declarations of interest.
35.
WAITING RESTRICTIONS AND LOADING BAYS – DRAFT ORDERS
The Town Surveyor reported that the orders for the loading bays and waiting restrictions in the town centre, as recommended as part of the town centre traffic measures, were due to be issued for formal consultation soon. He outlined the proposals, which included changes to waiting restrictions in West and East Streets on Wednesdays and Saturdays to “no waiting between midnight and 9am” and from 9am to 6pm “ waiting limited to one hour, no return within one hour” to assist market traders and allow spaces to be used by the public, if not needed for the market.

During discussion of the town centre measures and with reference to the comment in the Public Session, members reiterated that the effectiveness of the town centre traffic measures would be assessed when all the measures, including the loading bays, were implemented. This included the removal of the East Street crossing and refuge, which would need to be kept under review, to assess the impact on pedestrians.
It was asked if Spar could be contacted regarding their unloading times and to ask that the loading and unloading did not take place during busy times, to avoid impact on traffic flows.
RECOMMEND: that the proposed publication by Dorset County Council of the proposals for the loading bays and waiting restrictions in the town centre be noted.
36.
JESSOPP AVENUE – JUNCTION AT SEA ROAD NORTH

Councillors considered a report of the Town Clerk, ENCL: 2201.

RECOMMEND: that the request from Bradpole Parish Council asking for double yellow lines on Jessopp Avenue, from the junction of Sea Road North to the bridge, be supported.
37.
PARK AND RIDE
The Town Surveyor updated members on the preparation for the 2010 Park and Ride and said that he would be seeking expressions of interest to run the same service as last year. Discussions were still taking place with the County Council on potential extensions to the service in future years.
The position was noted.

38.
PLOTTINGHAM BRIDGE REPORT BACK
The Town Surveyor reported that the installation of the replacement bridge was completed on Wednesday of the previous week and reopened on Thursday morning. The bridge had been built off site by Townsend Engineering and the path was only closed for three days.

The bridge would now be adopted and maintained by Dorset County Council.


Members thanked Townsend Engineering for their work on the project.

The position was noted.

39.
ONGOING HIGHWAY MATTERS


The Town Surveyor updated members on the following highway matters: -  

 (a)
Western Power – East Street update 
The Town Surveyor updated members on the works required to run electric cabling into the new Spar premises. This work was now complete.
The update was noted.


(b)


Bridge House Hotel – Bus Stop 

The Town Surveyor updated members regarding the parking issues in East Street in this location and said that discussions had taken place with First Bus on possible relocation of the bus stop. These discussions were continuing.

The update was noted.
(c)


Victoria Grove – Gas Main update
The latest position on the works was noted. 

(d)
Pedestrian Refuge – Knightstone Rise
The Town Surveyor reported that he was still looking to meet with the County Council on site, to discuss this matter.

(e)
Folly Mill Lane – Unloading by Vehicles

In response to comments from a resident regarding unloading by heavy vehicles outside his house, members supported any action that the County Council could take to limit any disturbance caused to the householder.

RESOLVED: that any possible remedial measures be discussed with the County Council.


(f)
Roundabouts



The Town Surveyor stated that he was still working with the Highways Agency to come up with acceptable proposals for the roundabouts, to be included in a competition for school children, in line with the decision of the Council.

(g)
Street Lighting
The Town Surveyor reported that the replacement of the town centre street lights was likely to now happen in January/February 2011.
RESOLVED: that the proposed timing of the street lighting programme be noted and the contractors be invited to make a presentation to the Council on the project.
(h)
Park Road

A request had been received for yellow lines. It was noted that residents will be contacted for their views and that this Sub Committee will receive a report back on the consultation.

(i)
Car Park Signage



It was noted that this matter was still under discussion.
.


(j)
‘No Excuse’ Programme

The current road safety campaign was noted.

(k)
Borough Gardens
The proposal to install gates in Borough Gardens, which had been supported at the last Plans Committee, was noted. 
40.
COMMUNICATIONS


The Town Clerk reported that:

(a)  in response to previous comments from members, he had confirmed with the County Council the policy on placing “A” boards on the pavement.  The County Council had produced guidelines on the placing of “A” boards to avoid obstruction or distraction to the public. The guidelines were reported and if any members were aware of any issues, then if they contacted the office, these could be taken up with the County Council.
(b)  the following road closure orders for events had been received:
Closure of George Street, West Bay, between 6pm and 9pm on Thursday 29 July 2010 for the RNLI Raft Race.

Closure of South Street (Gundry Lane to Morrisons) between 7pm and 9.30 pm and between 7pm and 11.30pm (to Gundry Lane) and of East and West Street 7pm to 9pm on Saturday 21 August 2010 for the Carnival.

The Closure Orders were noted. 

It was also reported that the Bridport and District Tourism Association was seeking the reinstatement of  the original route signage at both the Weymouth and Bridport ends of the B3157 coast road and that appropriate signage for the route as a tourist or green route then be looked at. This was generally supported.

The meeting closed at 3.30 p.m.
The next meeting of the Highways and Transportation Sub Committee will be held on 1 July 2010, subject to confirmation at the next meeting of the Finance and General Purposes Committee
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