FINANCE AND GENERAL PURPOSES COMMITTEE

Minutes of the special meeting of the MARKET AND BUSINESS LIAISON 

SUB COMMITTEE held at Mountfield, Bridport on Wednesday, 10 June 2009 at 3.00 p.m.


PRESENT:
Cllr:
G.J. Ackerman (Chairman) (from item 2)


Cllrs:
 N.K. Cast

C.M. Ray






R.J. Stoodley

Also in attendance: Cllr Mrs M.J. Ray, Ray McLaren (Market Superintendent) Steve Hibbs (Market Traders’ Association representative) and PC Scott McGregor.    

1.
ELECTION OF CHAIRMAN

RESOLVED that Cllr: G.J. Ackerman be elected Chairman of the Sub Committee for the ensuing municipal year 2009/2010.

2.
APOLOGIES
There were no apologies for absence.

3.
MINUTES
The minutes of the meeting held on 17 February 2009, which had been previously circulated, were confirmed as a correct record and signed by the Chairman.

4.
DECLARATIONS OF INTEREST

There were no declarations of interest.

5.
HEALTH AND SAFETY AUDIT
Councillors considered a report of the Town Clerk, ENCL: 2067.

In discussion of the report, members made the following comments in relation to points in the audit:

Ref No. 20 – In response to comments from members, the Town Surveyor said that the positioning of stalls on Bucky Doo Square would be looked at, to maintain access to the Arts Centre and the closeness of stalls to the Electric Palace entrance would also be looked at.

Ref No. 19 – there was a need to ensure clear sight lines at junctions and this would be looked at in discussion with the traders. Steve Hibbs said that this had been looked at some time ago and was not seen to be an issue, but the Sub Committee generally accepted that this was something that did now need to be addressed.

Steve Hibbs raised the following matters:

Ref No. 24 – need to discuss the issue of double parking and unloading and other recommendations on this issue.

Ref No. 30 – need to allow some room between stalls to allow for setting up.

Ref No. 44 – a Stall Plan might be something that traders would find useful, although other members felt that it might not be necessary, as long as the 2m gap was maintained between the stall and shop premises.

Ref No. 47 – communication was generally agreed to be important and it was noted that newsletters were to be issued by the Town Council.

Ref No. 57- rationalisation of stalls, based on pavement widths, could be difficult, as stated in the comments from the Town Council.

Ref No. 62 – the mechanism for cancelling the market (if necessary) was not currently in the market conditions and would need to be looked at.

Members also commented on the Town Hall pedestrian crossing in East Street and asked if the position of the light indicators for pedestrians could be looked at. The Town Surveyor said that he would raise this with the County Council.

In general, members welcomed the report and it was emphasised that the recommendations were intended to add to the efficiency of the market and that the Town Council would work with the traders to introduce those measures considered to be necessary.

RECOMMENDED: that 


(1)
the draft health and safety audit of the market be noted, 

(2) the measures proposed in response to each point be approved as in the report, and


(3) the Sub Committee receives six monthly updates on progress in implementing the recommendations.

6.
TRADERS’ TERMS AND CONDITIONS


Consideration was given to a report of the Town Clerk, ENCL: 2069.

It was noted that there would be further revisions and additions to the terms and conditions, as elements of the Health and Safety Audit were brought in.

In discussion of the terms and conditions, the following comments were made:

Para 4.5 - It was generally agreed that traders should be reminded each year of the list of goods that they were registered to sell. 


Para 9 - The Town Clerk proposed the following additional paragraph:


“A verbal warning may be issued by the Market Superintendent or the Town Surveyor. Written final warnings and a decision on a temporary or permanent ban shall be made by the Town Surveyor or, in his absence, the Town Clerk.”

It was asked that the Market Traders’ Federation be notified if any of its members received a warning.


RECOMMENDED: that the amended terms and conditions for the market be approved as set out, subject to the amendment to paragraph 9 as above. 

7.
PAVEMENT LICENCES

The issuing of pavement licences to businesses on market days was discussed.

The Sub Committee generally supported the issuing of pavement licences, at the equivalent fee as for a market stall on Wednesdays and Saturdays, subject to the premises abiding by the market terms and conditions. However, it was important to ensure that there was a balance between issuing such licences and continuing to ensure the success of the market. 


It was felt that the use of the licences should be reviewed over the summer and reported back to the Sub Committee’s next meeting.

RECOMMENDED: that the current position on issuing pavement licences on market days be noted as above and the Town Surveyor continue to decide whether to grant any requests received for such licences and report back to the next meeting of the Sub Committee to allow the impact of the licences to be reviewed and for a policy for future licences to be agreed.


The meeting closed at 4:14 pm.

The next meeting of the Market and Business Liaison Sub 

Committee will be held on 20 October 2009

PAGE  
3

