Minutes of the MEETING of the FINANCE AND GENERAL PURPOSES COMMITTEE of Bridport Town Council held at Mountfield, Bridport on 

Wednesday 11 November 2009 at 7.00 p.m.

PRESENT:

Cllr
Mrs M.J. Ray (in the chair)




Cllrs:
G.J. Ackerman
C.M. Ray





Miss S.A. Brown
D.G. Rickard (ex officio)





N.K. Cast

R.J. Stoodley (until 8.43)






Ms F.K. McKenzie
K.G. Wallace (until 7.55) 
PUBLIC FORUM

Arthur Woodgate, supported by a number of young people involved in the design of the West Bay Play Area, spoke in support of the project.
47.
APOLOGIES
Apologies for absence were submitted on behalf of Cllr: D.R. Tett.
48.
MINUTES
The minutes of the meeting of the Committee held on 16 September 2009 were confirmed as a true and correct record and signed by the Chairman.

49.
DECLARATIONS OF INTEREST

Cllr G.J. Ackerman declared a personal and prejudicial interest in minute 55, as a Trustee of the Museum. He left the room during consideration of this item.


Cllr Mrs S.A. Brown declared a personal and prejudicial interest in minute 55, as Chairman of the Museum. She left the room during consideration of this item.
Cllr R.J Stoodley declared a personal and prejudicial interest in minutes 77 and 78, as he had friends who worked for companies listed in the reports. He left the meeting prior to consideration of these items.

50.
MARKET AND BUSINESS LIAISON SUB COMMITTEE

RESOLVED: that the minutes of the meeting of the Sub Committee held on 20 October 2009 be received and the recommendations therein adopted, namely: 


Pavement Licences (min 13)

RESOLVED: that that no new pavement licences be issued for premises on market days, to allow for the outcome of the traffic management works, and the impact of the changes introduced as part of the market audit, to be reviewed. A further report and future policy be considered at the next meeting of this Sub Committee.


Market Charges 2010/2011 (min 16)

RESOLVED: that that the Town Council discusses this matter further with the National Market Traders’ Federation and brings forward a recommendation as part of the proposed Town Council fees for 2010/11, to be included within the budget report for the Finance and General Purposes Committee in January 2010.

51.
WEST BAY PLAY AREA – DESIGN AND CONTRACT APPROVAL

Consideration was given to a report of the Town Surveyor, ENCL: 2133.

The Town Surveyor presented the design proposals including showing photographs of the individual play equipment and the outline of the scheme. 
West Dorset District Council had agreed to slightly extend the area of the site to be transferred, due to confirmed extra funding from the Youth Opportunity and Youth Capital Fund (£9,013) and the Charter Fair (£4,000). This has also been approved as a minor amendment to the planning consent.
It was noted that there had been a successful visit that day to Colfox School to show the plans and that the plans  would also be on display in West Bay on Saturday 14 November and the following week at Mountjoy School.
Members welcomed the proposals and thanked Arthur Woodgate and the young people involved in the design, for all their work.  


RESOLVED: that
(1) the detailed design proposals for the West Bay Play Area be approved as presented at the meeting,

(2) the award of the contract for the play area scheme be considered in closed session, and

(3) the scheme proceeds to ensure implementation by the end of March 2010.

52.
EXTERNAL AUDIT 2008/2009
Councillors considered a report of the Town Clerk, ENCL: 2125.

The Town Clerk emphasised that only one issue had been raised by the External Auditor, regarding the treatment of investments bequeathed to the Town Council. It was recommended that they are shown as a fixed asset in future years, rather than as an investment. The Council annually reviews the External Auditor’s report at its Best Value and Scrutiny Sub Committee.
The Office Manager was thanked for all his work and for the outcome of the audit.


RECOMMEND: that the outcome of the audit be noted.
53.
FINANCIAL ESTIMATES 2009/2010 – 2nd REVISION

Consideration was given to a report of the Town Clerk, ENCL: 2124.


RECOMMEND: that the 2nd revision of the estimates for the year 2009/2010 be approved. 
54.
CONSULTATION ON THE PROPOSED CLOSURE OF 


BRIDPORT MAGISTRATES’ COURT
Councillors considered a report of the Town Clerk, ENCL: 2129.

Members discussed the proposal to close Bridport Magistrates’ Court. The Committee made the following comments:

· Overall, the Town Council was very disappointed at the loss of the town’s court, which was part of the town’s heritage. 
· It was understood that consideration was being given to more prosecutions being undertaken by the police, rather than the Crown Prosecution Service. If that did happen, it would be better to retain local courts, rather than centralising the services in Weymouth.

· If the closure did go ahead, the Town Council would ask that some of the forecast savings were put back into local community justice and help establish community justice panels that were being looked at by the Town Council.
RECOMMEND: that in response to the consultation on the proposed closure of the Bridport Magistrates’ Court, the Town Council express its strong disappointment and regret at the proposed closure and the Town Clerk be given delegated authority to draft the response, to also cover the other comments made by the Committee, as set out above.
55.
OPTIONS FOR USE OF WEST BAY METHODIST CHAPEL

Consideration was given to a report of the Town Surveyor, ENCL: 2130.

In discussion, members noted the scope of the feasibility study undertaken by West Dorset District Council and felt that whilst the recommended proposal should be progressed, the District Council should also continue to keep all options under review. The current proposal though did seem to meet the aim to provide a community “wet weather” visitor attraction. 
RECOMMEND:
a. that West Dorset District Council be notified that the Town Council agrees that the interest expressed by the Museum Trust provides an opportunity to develop the West Bay Methodist Chapel in line with the intention to provide a visitor attraction or similar community use, and the further development of this proposal be supported,


b. that this Committee receives further reports as the proposal is developed. 


56.
CLUSTERING
Councillors considered a report of the Town Clerk, ENCL: 2138.


RESOLVED: that 

(i) support be given to the establishment of a Lengthsman scheme as part of the Clustering proposals, and 

(ii) £10,000 be earmarked for the scheme in 2010/11, subject to a further a detailed report at the conclusion of the consultation process with parish councils.

57.
SUSTAINABLE COMMUNITIES ACT

Consideration was given to a report of the Town Clerk, ENCL: 2139.

The Committee noted that Early Day Motions had been put forward in Parliament regarding the Act to:

· include local councils in the process, by requiring principal councils to invite representatives of local councils on to the citizens panels required by the Act and enable County Associations of Local Councils (such as DAPTC) to put proposals for action direct to Government.

· ask that the Local Spending Reports required by the Act, contain a breakdown of local spending by all government departments.


RECOMMEND: that the proposals to amend the Sustainable Communities Act, to include local councils in the process and provide local spending reports, be supported and the local MP be asked to support the Early Day Motions proposing the amendments, 
58.
PLOTTINGHAM BRIDGE
Councillors considered a report of the Town Surveyor, ENCL: 2136.


The Town Surveyor reported on the design of the bridge.


RESOLVED:

(i) 
that the arrangements to replace the bridge at Plottingham be agreed as set 
out in the report, and 


(ii)
that the contract be awarded in closed session.
59.
NEW ZEALAND SITE – TRANSFER OF LAND UPDATE

Consideration was given to a report of the Town Clerk, ENCL: 2141.


RESOLVED: that the land not be transferred at this time and that discussions take place with the District Council regarding a transfer at a later date.
60.
CHRISTMAS DECORATIONS
The Town Surveyor reported that the Christmas decorations this year would include: -
· All shops were being encouraged to have trees on their premises.

· Lights would be provided on the Town Hall.

· Christmas Tree in Bucky Doo Square.

RESOLVED: that the arrangements be noted and approved.

61.
TOWN HALL CLOCK
Councillors considered a report of the Town Clerk, ENCL: 2134.


RESOLVED: that


(i) the Town Council thanks Mr Snook for the care and attention given and that in 
lieu of payment, the Mayor makes a £50 donation to his charity, BYPAT, and
(ii) the Town Clerk discusses with Mr Snook and Paul Violet, arrangements to ensure that the clock can continue to be maintained and be authorised to formalise the arrangements and any payments required, including necessary training within the agreed budget for the clock.
62.
BT ADOPT A KIOSK SCHEME

Consideration was given to a report of the Town Clerk, ENCL: 2128.

RECOMMEND: that the invitation from British Telecom to adopt a telephone kiosk be not accepted.
63.
REPRESENTATIVES ON OUTSIDE BODIES

RECOMMEND: that the following appointments be approved: -

(a) PACT – Cllr Ms R.C. Kayes.

(b) Leisure Centre – Cllr D.G. Rickard, in place of Cllr J.D. Hunt.


(c) Axe Valley and West Dorset Ring and Ride Service – vacant.
(d) Flood Wardens – Cllr G.J. Ackerman, Daryl Chambers, Nigel Case, David Dawson, Mark Westendorp, Gerald Paget, Harry Britton and Paul Stevens.
(e) Bridport Local Food Group – Cllr D.G. Rickard, in place of Cllr C.M. Ray.
64.
AGREEMENT TO PROVIDE FORMER MAYOR BADGES
The Town Clerk said that, if agreed, he could take this forward and would consult with former mayors before the purchase was approved.

RESOLVED: that the Town Clerk, in consultation with the Mayor and Deputy Mayor, be given delegated authority to purchase former mayor badges, with the cost to be met from the civic regalia budget.
65.
DEMOCRACY DAY AND RIGHTS RESPECTING WORKSHOP
Councillors considered a report of the Town Clerk, ENCL: 2132.


RESOLVED: that

(1) the issues raised at the second Democracy Day be considered in the review of the Town Plan, and


(2)
the arrangements for the Rights Respecting Workshop in the Town Hall on Tuesday 1 December be noted and approved. 

66.
BLAP PARTNERSHIP AGREEMENT

Consideration was given to a report of the Town Clerk, ENCL: 2131.


RESOLVED: that the draft policy be approved and the Town Clerk be given 
delegated authority to respond to the District Council on any matters of detail, after 
consultation with the Leader of the Council and Chairman of BLAP.  

67.
GRANTS
Councillors considered a report of the Town Clerk, ENCL: 2140.


RESOLVED: that bearing in mind the current demand for the service and the extension to their office space, the release of the additional £500 to the Citizens’ Advice Bureau, which was earmarked in the grants budget, be approved. The grant to be made under Section 142 of the Local Government Act 1972. 

68.
AGREEMENT TO ONLINE BANKING ARRANGEMENTS

The Town Clerk reported that to be able to view the Town Council’s bank account details online would be of benefit to the Office Manager. This would be for viewing information only and not for transactions.
RESOLVED: that the online banking arrangements be approved to view account information only, not for transactions.

69.
CORRESPONDENCE
The Town Clerk reported that: -

(a) thank you letters in respect of grants awarded had been received from the Museum Trust, 1st Bridport Brownies, Axe Valley and West Dorset Ring and Ride Service and the Bopper Bus Organisation. The organisers of the Bopper Bus also confirmed that the service is available to children who live in Bridport and attend Symondsbury School.

(b) A ‘call to account’ meeting was to be held by the Council Council’s Audit And Scrutiny Committee, to consider the process used to identify and secure sites for waste management facilities.  The call to account will look at the process and seek to learn lessons for the future. The meeting will start at 2.00 pm on 19 November in County Hall. The Leader of the Council will be attending to represent the Town Council and the meeting was open to the public.

70.
DISPOSAL OF SURPLUS FURNITURE AND 


GROUNDS MAINTENANCE MACHINERY


Consideration was given to a report of the Town Clerk, ENCL: 2127.


RESOLVED: that the surplus desk be disposed of and be offered to the Citizens’ Advice Bureau and that surplus grounds maintenance machinery be offered for sale by sealed bids.

71.
REVIEW OF TOWN PLAN
The Town Clerk reported that he hoped to hold another meeting of members to discuss the review later this month, prior to the commencement of the budget setting process. 
The update was noted.

72.
RESPONSE TO CONSULTATION DOCUMENTS
RESOLVED: that the Town Clerk be given delegated authority to respond to the South Western Ambulance Service’s proposal to become a Foundation Trust.
73.
ANNOUNCEMENTS

The Town Mayor reported that his full list of appointments would be reported at the full council meeting on 24 November.
74.
PAYMENT OF ACCOUNTS
The Town Clerk presented List 3 of the 2009/10 accounts, in the sum of £137,115.84, which had been authorised for payment since the last meeting. This having been tabled for members' information was approved and signed by the Chairman.

75.
PUBLIC BODIES (ADMISSION TO MEETINGS) ACT 1960
RESOLVED: that in view of the confidential nature of the business about to be transacted, it was agreed that in the public interest the public be temporarily excluded whilst the Committee considered the following matters:

76.
PROPERTY MATTERS

Consideration was given to the following Town Clerk reports.


(a) Mountfield leases, ENCL: 2142.




RESOLVED: that the Town Clerk, in consultation with the Chairman of the Committee, be authorised to conclude the two outstanding leases.

(b) Magistrates’ Court, ENCL: 2143.


RESOLVED: that the current position in respect of the rights of way matter be noted and the action taken endorsed.

(c) Millennium Green Trust, ENCL: 2144.

RESOLVED: that in principle, the Town Council will agree to maintain the additional piece of Coneygar Hill only, subject to:
· the Trust undertaking a  tree survey of the area

· production and approval of a management plan for Coneygar Hill.

and the Town Clerk be given delegated authority to progress this matter.

77.
WEST BAY PLAY AREA – AWARD OF CONTRACT 

Councillors considered a report of the Town Surveyor, ENCL: 2135.

RESOLVED: that Financial Regulations be waived to enable a price to be negotiated with the specified contractor without further competition, for the reason that extensive market testing has already taken place with play providers invited to submit schemes and it is considered that Best Value can now be achieved by working with a local firm, that would be the source of much of the netting for other providers, and the equipment can be directly sourced at a lower price.


78.
PLOTTINGHAM BRIDGE – AWARD OF CONTRACT
Councillors considered a report of the Town Surveyor, ENCL: 2137.


RESOLVED: that the contract for the bridge works be awarded to the contractor named in the report for the price set out. The award to be subject to checking the tender and contract agreement.
79.
STAFFING MATTERS

The Town Clerk updated members on one matter.
The meeting closed at 8.50 p.m.

The next meeting of the Committee will be held on 20 January 2010
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