
MINUTES of the meeting of the PLANS COMMITTEE held in the Town Hall,
           Bridport on Monday 12 May 2008 at 7.00 p.m.

PRESENT
Cllr 
Ms R.C. Kayes (in the Chair)

(Under minute 103, Councillor Ms S.J. Williams was in the chair for consideration of applications A1/5 and B1 only)


Cllrs:
G.J. Ackerman

C.M. Ray
J.D. Hunt


Mrs M.J. Ray





P.J. Lathey


Ms S.J. Williams






M.P. Parsons

C.D. Wild
Also in attendance: 
Cllrs Miss S.A. Brown, N.K. Cast, D.G. Rickard and 

K.G. Wallace. 

PUBLIC FORUM


There were 29 members of the public present.


The following people spoke in relation to the application for the South West Quadrant:

· Trish Johnston raised concerns relating to whether the application would achieve its regeneration aims and its impact on the local businesses operating in the area. She highlighted the importance of maintaining the vibrancy and character of the town. 

· John Wymer mentioned concerns regarding the mix of residential dwellings and industry and the increased pressure on car parking. The development of the northern part of the site would also reduce space for coaches and HGVs.
· Karl Dixon raised concerns about the lack of provision for coach parking, the loss of half of the industrial estate and the density of housing being too great.
· David Dawson said that the height of the new buildings would impact on the properties in West Street. The parking in that area would also be made worse.
· Eillen Harding said that the documents did not show public toilets and the police had not been consulted on the application, as had been claimed. Therefore, the plans were not accurate and more information was needed on matters, such as the public toilets.

· Catherine Searle felt that not enough priority had been given to the future significance of public transport.  The Design Statement was uninspiring and the scale of the new buildings would dominate the views into and out of the area. Overall the plans would be harmful to the conservation area.
· Simon Williams said that the lack of coach parking and lack of provision for the railway were concerns. 
· Kate Lang said that she felt that the mixed use of the site would lead to conflicts between industrial and residential uses. 
· Andrew Leppard said that there was no provision within the plans for the existing community. Local people had not been involved in drawing up the plans. 
· Mike Harvey, Bridport Chamber of Commerce, asked who the scheme would benefit. There would be reduced industrial floor space, reduced bus space and a net loss of public parking. There was insufficient coach parking and the scheme would build over the route of the railway.  The mix of industrial and residential units would also not work.
· Kit Glaisyer said that the plans did not guarantee the safety of the existing businesses, which were part of what made the town unique.
· Nigel Ewens spoke in support of including a reference within the scheme to the Brit Valley Railway.

Simon Badger spoke in support of his own application for 59, East Street.


Phyllis Johnson raised concerns about the demolition of a brick wall as part of the application for 37 South Street.

100.
APOLOGIES
There were no apologies for absence.
101.
MINUTES
The minutes of the meeting of the Committee held on 7 April 2008 were confirmed as a true and correct record and signed by the Chairman subject to the following amendment to the recommendation under A1/7 445 (Morrisons Supermarket, West Bay Road) to read that the objection was to all the signs not just the main sign. 

The Town Clerk reported that, prior to coming to a decision on that application,

the Planning Officer had been informed that the Town Council's objection was to all the signs. 
102.
DECLARATIONS OF INTEREST

Councillor Ms R.C. Kayes said that, in her role as a District Councillor, she had assisted the applicant for application A1/5 - 59, East Street with advice and guidance on procedural matters. She said that she would take no part in consideration of this item and she left the room during consideration of this application.


Councillor Ms R.C. Kayes declared a personal and prejudicial interest in application B1, 2 Alexandra Road, as she said that she was a friend of one of the people who had written to the Town Council commenting on the application. She left the room during consideration of this application.


Councillor C.D. Wild declared a personal and prejudicial interest in application B1, 2 Alexandra Road, as he was a friend of one of the people who had written to the Town Council commenting on the application. He left the room during consideration of this application.


Councillor P.J. Lathey declared a personal, non-prejudicial interest in applications A1/14 and A1/15 as an NHS employee.

103.
PLANNING APPLICATIONS

Councillor Ms S.J. Williams was in the chair for consideration of applications A1/5 and B1 only.

The following letters were circulated to members at the meeting:

South West Quadrant:
Letters from:

David Redgewell and Anne Locke, Campaign for Better Transport dated 2 May 2008

Glen Crawford of Houndsell Way dated 10 May 2008

John Wymer of Allington Gardens dated 14 April 2008

Bob Driscoll of WATAG dated 8 May 2008

David Beaman of Sureline dated 8 May 2008 


Charles Hallsworth of St Michael's Studios dated 9 May 2008


37 South Street: 


Letters from:



Phyllis Johnson of South Street dated 1 May 2008


Mrs K.S. Myatt of South Street dated 3 May 2008

RESOLVED: that the recommendations set out in column 4 of the attached schedules A1 and B1 be forwarded to the District Council Planning Officer. 
104.
THE FLAT, 160 WEST BAY ROAD
Councillors considered a Certificate of Lawfulness for the use of this property as a dwelling.


The Committee agreed to re-iterate its previous comments,  that whilst it had no 
evidence on the use of the building it generally felt that it had been used as a dwelling 
for some time.
105.
PLANNING DECISIONS

Members considered the information report from the Town Clerk, listing the decisions received relating to planning applications previously considered by the Committee, ENCL.1897. 

RESOLVED: that the report be noted. 

106.
HIGHWAYS AND TRANSPORTATION SUB COMMITTEE

RESOLVED: that the minutes of the meeting of the Sub Committee held on 1 April 

2008 be received and the following recommendations be approved:
29.
B3157 IMPROVEMENTS


RESOLVED: that the County Council be asked to agree that the Town Council be fully consulted on the development of this project in respect of its implications for Bridport.

30.
WATAG TRAVEL SHOP PROPOSALS FOR SW QUADRANT


Councillors considered a report of the Town Clerk, ENCL: 1884.


RESOLVED: that the proposal from WATAG for a travel shop in Bridport be supported in principle noting that the Town Council could not comment further pending the submission of the planning application for the South West Quadrant and without further information on the likely financial implications of the proposal.

107.
REQUEST FROM CHIDEOCK PARISH COUNCIL TO SUPPORT THEIR CALL FOR 
A VEHICLE TESTING STATION ON THE A35

Consideration was given to ENCL: 1904.

The Committee agreed to support the call for a vehicle testing station on the A35 trunk road, and in discussion members commented on where it could be located and how to ensure it would be used. 

RESOLVED: that the request from Chideock Parish Council for a vehicle testing station on the A35 be supported.
108.
117 SOUTH STREET – TREE PRESERVATION ORDER


Councillors considered a request to fell a Sycamore tree. Members generally felt 
that 
they should support the findings of the District Council's Tree Officer.
RESOLVED: that the recommendations of the West Dorset District Council's Tree Officer be supported.
           109.
COMMUNICATIONS

The Town Clerk reported that:
(a)
an appeal had been lodged against the District Council's refusal of the application for Land to rear of 108 -114 West Bay Road. The Town Council's Plans Committee had objected to this application and it was agreed that the Town Clerk should re-iterate those objections in writing to the Planning Inspectorate.
           110.
STREET NAMING AND NUMBERING

RESOLVED: that: -


(a)
the development in the grounds of 219, St Andrews Road be numbered 1 and 2 
Roseland Gardens.
(b) 
The 2 flats above 52 West Street be named Flats 1 and 2, Excelsior House, 52 

West Street and that the 2 cottages to be built behind 52, West Street be 


named 1 and 2, Excelsior Mews, West Street.
The meeting closed at 9.00 p.m.

The next meeting of the Plans Committee will be held on 9 June 2008
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