FINANCE AND GENERAL PURPOSES COMMITTEE

Minutes of the meeting of the BEST VALUE, SCRUTINY AND BRIDPORT AND WEST BAY TOWN PLAN SUB COMMITTEE of Bridport Town Council held at Mountfield, Bridport on Tuesday 14 December 2010 at 11.00 a.m.

PRESENT
Cllr 
Miss S.A. Brown (Chairman)

Cllrs:   G.J. Ackerman (until 12.05)
Mrs M.J. Ray


K.A. Day



C.D. Wild


C.M. Ray



Ms S.J. Williams

Also in attendance: Cllr: D.G. Rickard (ex-officio).


PUBLIC FORUM

There were no members of the public present.
21.
APOLOGIES


Apologies for absence were received from Cllr: Ms F.K. McKenzie.
22.
MINUTES

The minutes of the meeting of the Best Value, Scrutiny and Bridport and West Bay Town Plan Sub Committee held on 7 September 2010 were confirmed as a correct record and signed by the Chairman.

23.
DECLARATIONS OF INTEREST
There were no declarations of interest.
24.
COMMUNITY PLANNING – BLAP ACTIVITIES

Consideration was given to an update report of the Community Planning 
Officer, ENCL: 2313.

Members welcomed the report and commented on the achievements of BLAP over the past year. It was agreed that the Town Council continued to benefit immensely from the work undertaken by BLAP.

The Community Planning Officer was thanked for her report.

RESOLVED: that the work of BLAP over the past year be noted. 

25.
INTERNAL AUDIT 2010/11
The Town Clerk reported that Accounts and Audit Services Ltd had made the first of three visits for 2010/2011 and had made one observation, which will be resolved prior to his next visit. 

The update was noted.

26.
KEY DOCUMENTS PRESENTATION

The Town Clerk suggested the creation of a working group (to be formed by 
members of this sub committee) to review the effectiveness of the internal audit 
arrangements and the risk assessments, with a view to reporting to the Finance 
and General Purposes Committee and Council in January and February 2011. 
RESOLVED: that all members of the Sub Committee be invited to take part in a working group to review the effectiveness of internal audit and the risk assessment and report to the Finance and General Purposes Committee in January.

27.
COMMUNITY WEBSITE 

The Town Clerk provided details of two quotations received and stated that negotiations were continuing with a view to a decision being taken on the preferred contractor.

The update was noted.

28.
TOWN GUIDE
The Town Clerk reported that the take up of advertising by local businesses in this revision of the guide had been excellent. Following a final proof reading (members were invited to read the draft), it was intended that the new Guide would be published in the New Year.
The update was noted.

29.
ELECTIONS 2011 – CANDIDATES INFORMATION

The Town Clerk reported on arrangements for information to be issued on standing as a councillor at the May 2011 elections. Information would be issued by DAPTC, but there would also be some local publicity.

Members discussed the information to be made available after the election, for new candidates. It was generally felt that information on how the Town Council worked, the constitution and the role of members and officers would be helpful.


The report was noted.
30.      PUBLIC BODIES (ADMISSION TO MEETINGS) ACT 1960
RESOLVED: that in view of the confidential nature of the business about to be transacted, it is advisable in the public interest that the public be temporarily excluded and they are instructed to withdraw.

31.      FUTURE PROJECTS / DRAFT ESTIMATES 2011/2012
Consideration was given to a report of the Town Clerk, ENCL: 2314. 


Members discussed: 

· the projects proposed to be completed in the current financial year; 

· those proposed to be carried forward in the year 2011/2012 budget report, for consideration at the next meeting of the Finance and General Purposes Committee, and

· the draft estimates for 2011/2012.
Members were reminded that no decisions were being taken at this time and the budget and the level of precept for next year would be considered at the Finance and General Purposes Committee on 19 January 2011 and approved at the full Town Council on 1 February 2011.
The meeting closed at 1:10 p.m.
The next meeting of this Sub Committee will be held on 8 March 2011
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