
MINUTES of the meeting of the PLANS COMMITTEE held at Mountfield,

Bridport on Tuesday 14 April 2009 at 7.00 p.m.

PRESENT
Cllr 
Ms R.C. Kayes (in the Chair)


Cllrs:
G.J. Ackerman 

J.D. Hunt


M.P. Parsons

C.M. Ray



Mrs M.J. Ray


Ms S.J. Williams
PUBLIC FORUM

There were no speakers in the Public Forum.
89
APOLOGIES
Apologies for absence were submitted on behalf of Cllrs: P.J. Lathey and C.D. Wild.
90.
MINUTES
The minutes of the meeting of the Committee held on 9 March 2009 were confirmed as a true and correct record and signed by the Chairman.

91.
DECLARATIONS OF INTEREST
There were no declarations of interest.
The interests in items under the Highways and Transportation Sub Committee (min 94) were as recorded in the minutes of that meeting, namely:
Councillor C.M. Ray declared a personal interest in Sub Committee minute no. 39 – Street Performing and Busking. His son had occasionally busked in the past, although he was not doing so now. 

Councillor Mrs M.J. Ray, although not a member of the Sub Committee, declared the same interest.

92.
PLANNING APPLICATIONS

The Committee noted with concern that a decision had already been taken on the application for 8 Meadowlands. The Town Clerk was asked to raise this matter with the District Council, to ensure that this did not happen again.

RESOLVED: 
(1)
that the recommendations, set out in column 4 of the attached schedule, A1 be forwarded to the District Council.

(2)
that the amended plans reported for information in schedule B2 be noted.

93.
PLANNING DECISIONS
      The planning decisions received relating to applications previously considered by the Committee, ENCL: 2033 were reported for information. 

RESOLVED: that the report be noted.
94.
HIGHWAYS AND TRANSPORTATION SUB COMMITTEE
The Town Clerk reported that he would report back to the next meeting of this Committee on discussions regarding arrangements for this year’s nativity event on Bucky Doo.

RESOLVED: that the minutes of the meeting of the Sub Committee held on 27 January 2009 be received and the recommendations therein approved, namely:

TOWN CENTRE TRAFFIC PROPOSALS – PROGRESS (MIN 37)

RESOLVED: that the update be noted and the timescale to implement the measures – the East and West Street crossing proposals to be implemented in October 2009 – be endorsed.

STREET PERFORMING AND BUSKING IN WEST DORSET – PROPOSALS TO EXTEND LICENSING SCHEME (Min 39)

The Plans Committee noted that the Sub Committee felt very strongly that the scheme should not be introduced in the town and West Bay and Bucky Doo Square should not be included for the following reasons:

· there was no evidence that such a scheme was needed in this area.

· if nuisance was being caused by a performer, then this could be dealt with under other powers.

· it could potentially impact on the vitality of the market, as the playing of music was enjoyed by people shopping. Potentially therefore, it could affect the sustainability and finances of the town. 

· there was no evidence that the scheme was effective elsewhere. 

· the Town Council was able to control the music being played on Bucky Doo Square.

· busking was a spontaneous activity, which would be difficult to licence.


RECOMMEND: that for the reasons given above, the Town Council does not the support the proposed West Dorset District Council Street Performer and Busking Code of Practice. It would not want Bucky Doo Square to be included in the scheme and would also ask the District Council not to include any part of Bridport and West Bay within the policy.

PARK AND RIDE 2009 UPDATE (Min 40)

RESOLVED: that discussions on the feasibility of extending the scheme should continue, but it be noted that a lot of further work was needed and an extension to the service was unlikely to be agreed this year. Preparations therefore be made for the existing Park and Ride service in summer 2009 and the Finance and General Purposes Committee, at its meeting on 17 June, be asked to agree the final arrangements for this year’s scheme.

95.
WEST DORSET DISTRICT COUNCIL PLANNING OBLIGATIONS GUIDELINES

RESOLVED: that the Town Clerk, in consultation with the Chairman and Vice-Chairman of this Committee, complete the questionnaire and it be submitted for approval to the next meeting of the Plans Committee.
96.
COMMUNICATIONS
The Town Clerk reported:
· the Town Council had been notified of an application for work on a tree at 8 Hard Road, overhanging the rear garden. The Town Surveyor would look at the application and subject to having no concerns, the Committee had no comments.
· an appeal had been lodged for 13B Barrack Street - erect dwelling. The Town Council had objected to the application. There was an opportunity to submit additional comments although the Town Council’s original response would be sent to the Planning Inspectorate. This was noted by the Committee.

The meeting closed at 8.05 p.m.

The next meeting of the Plans Committee will be held on Monday 11 May 2009
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