FINANCE AND GENERAL PURPOSES COMMITTEE

Minutes of the meeting of the BEST VALUE, SCRUTINY AND BRIDPORT AND WEST BAY TOWN PLAN SUB COMMITTEE of Bridport Town Council held at Mountfield, Bridport on Tuesday 16 December 2008 at 11.00 a.m.

PRESENT

Cllr 
C.D. Wild (Chairman)



Cllrs:   Miss S.A. Brown

C.M. Ray



Ms F.K. McKenzie

Mrs M.J. Ray




D.G. Rickard


Ms S.J. Williams

ALSO PRESENT
Cllrs:
G.J. Ackerman and Cllr D.R. Tett.

22.
MINUTES

The minutes of the meeting of the Best Value, Scrutiny and Bridport and West Bay Town Plan Sub Committee held on 9 September 2008 were confirmed as a correct record and signed by the Chairman.
23.
APOLOGIES


Apologies for absence were received from Cllr P.J. Colfox.
24.
DECLARATIONS OF INTEREST
There were no declarations of interest.
25.
COMMUNITY PLANNING – BLAP ACTIVITIES 


Consideration was given to an update report from the Community Planning 
Officer, ENCL: 2001.

Members welcomed the report and commented on the achievements of BLAP over the past year. It was noted that there was to be a District Council scrutiny review of local area partnerships in February. It was agreed that the Town Council benefitted immensely from the work undertaken by BLAP.
The Community Planning Officer was thanked for her report.

RESOLVED: that the work of BLAP over the past year be noted as outlined in the report. 
26.
BRIDPORT AND WEST BAY TOWN PLAN

The Town Clerk reported the proposed timetable for the review of the Town Plan as follows:
	March 2009
	Report on any projects outstanding from current Town Plan with recommendations on action. 

	Best Value Sub Committee

	March 2009
	Report on format and structure of the new Plan.


	Best Value Sub Committee 

	April – May 2009
	Discuss with members the overall objectives and strategies. 

	Town Council Workshop

	April – May 2009
	Discuss projects to meet objectives.


	Town Council Workshop 

	July 2009
	Agree Draft Objectives and projects. 

	Council via Best Value and F&GP



	July – Aug 2009
	Consult with stakeholder bodies. 
	Report outcome to Best Value Sub Committee


	Sept – Oct 2009
	Wider public consultation via newsletter, web site and with young people (Democracy Week).


	Report outcome to Best Value Sub Committee

	Nov 2009
	Adoption of Town Plan. 
	Full Council 



It was noted that there may need to be more meetings of this Sub Committee to ensure the timetable was achieved.
RECOMMEND: that the proposed timetable for the review of the Town Plan be approved as set out above.

27.
PUBLICATION SCHEME

Councillors considered a report of the Town Clerk, ENCL: 2002.

RECOMMEND: that the model publication scheme be adopted with effect from 1 January 2009 as set out in the report, to be reviewed annually.
28.
TOWN GUIDE
The Town Clerk reported that the proofs of the Town Guide should be ready in January 2009 and the Guide was due to be published in March 2009. 
  

The update was noted.

29.
QUALITY COUNCIL

The Town Clerk reported that it was hoped that he would submit his CiLCA portfolio in January/February 2009 and if this was successful, he hoped to make the Quality Council application in the summer.

The Sub Committee also considered the new Regulations on the power of well being, which local councils would be able to exercise if the clerk was qualified, over two thirds of the Council were elected and over 80% of members and the Clerk were trained in the new power. It was hoped that this Council would be eligible to take on the new power by the middle of next year.

The update was noted. 
30.      PUBLIC BODIES (ADMISSION TO MEETINGS) ACT 1960
RESOLVED: that in view of the confidential nature of the business about to be transacted, it is advisable in the public interest that the public be temporarily excluded and they are instructed to withdraw.

31.      FUTURE PROJECTS / DRAFT ESTIMATES 2009/2010         

           Consideration was given to: -

(a) the report of the Town Clerk, ENCL: 1997,

(b) the future project list, ENCL: 1999, and

(c) the draft estimates for 2009/2010, ENCL: 1998. 


Following discussion, members recommended 
· the projects to be completed in the current financial year; 

· those to be carried forward in the year 2009/2010 budget report, for consideration at the next meeting of the Finance and General Purposes Committee, and

· the draft estimates for 2009/2010.
Members were reminded that no decisions were being taken at this time and the budget and the level of precept for next year would be considered at the Finance and General Purposes Committee on 21 January 2009 and approved at the full Town Council on 3 February 2009.

The meeting closed at 12:35 p.m.
The next meeting of this Sub Committee will be held on 10 March 2009
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