Minutes of the MEETING of the FINANCE AND GENERAL PURPOSES COMMITTEE of Bridport Town Council held at Mountfield, Bridport on 

Wednesday 16 June 2010 at 7.00 p.m.

PRESENT:

Cllrs:
G.J. Ackerman

C.M. Ray





Miss S.A. Brown

Mrs M.J. Ray





N.K. Cast (from 7.20)
D.G. Rickard (ex officio)




K.A. Day


D.R. Tett





Ms F.K. McKenzie

K.G. Wallace   

1.
ELECTION OF CHAIRMAN

Councillors C.M. Ray and D.R. Tett were nominated and seconded.

A vote was taken and it was RESOLVED: that Cllr C.M. Ray be elected Chairman 
of the Committee for the ensuing municipal year 2010/2011. 

Cllr C.M. Ray in the Chair

2.
ELECTION OF VICE CHAIRMAN

RESOLVED: that Cllr K.G. Wallace be elected Vice Chairman of the Committee for the ensuing municipal year 2010/2011.

PUBLIC FORUM


There were no speakers in the public forum.

3.
APOLOGIES
There were no apologies for absence.
4.
MINUTES
The minutes of the meeting of the Committee held on 7 April 2010 were confirmed as a true and correct record and signed by the Chairman.

5.
DECLARATIONS OF INTEREST

Councillor Miss S.A. Brown declared a personal interest in minute 17 – Literary and Scientific Institute – as chairman of the Museum Trust.


Councillor K.G. Wallace declared a personal interest in minute 12 – West Bay Play Area – as a governor of Mountjoy School.  

6.
BEST VALUE, SCRUTINY AND TOWN PLAN SUB COMMITTEE


RESOLVED: that the minutes of the meeting of the Sub Committee held on 8 June 2010 be received and the recommendations therein adopted, namely:  


Community Website (min 8)


RESOLVED: that the www.bridportandwestbay.co.uk web site be reviewed, to include discussions with interested groups to look at the options for the site and in the meantime, the home page be updated to include links to help direct visitors to relevant information about the town.

Standing Orders (min 9)


The Town Clerk undertook to seek names of members wishing to serve on the 
Working Group, to be appointed at the full Town Council meeting.


RECOMMEND: that a working group of members be appointed (in political balance) to work with the Town Clerk to review the Town Council’s Standing Orders and to report back in September.

7.
TOWN HALL HERITAGE AND CONSERVATION PROJECT


Consideration was given to a report of the Town Clerk, ENCL: 2232.

RESOLVED: that

a. the position on the Project, as outlined in the report, be noted,

b.
the Town Clerk be given delegated authority to award the tenders for other services as listed in paragraph 2 of the report in accordance with Standing Orders,
 

c. 
the Town Clerk be given delegated authority to approve the detailed terms of the move of the Tourist Information Centre into the Town Hall.

8.
APPOINTMENTS AND REPRESENTATIVES OF THE COUNCIL


Councillors considered a report of the Town Clerk, ENCL: 2230.

           RECOMMENDED: that the appointments and representatives of the Council be approved as set out below:


Representative Positions


Access for All Officer 


Mr D Rockett


Rights of Way Liaison Officer

Cllr G.J. Ackerman 

Tree Warden




Mr Harry Britton
Dorset Greenwood Tree Project

Mr Harry Britton

Flood Wardens



Cllr G.J. Ackerman








Mr Daryl Chambers








Mr Nigel Case








Mr David Dawson








Mr Mark Westendorp








Mr Gerald Paget








Mr Harry Britton








Mr Paul Stevens





Appointments to Outside Bodies


Dorset Association of Parish and Town
Cllr Miss S.A. Brown

Councils AGM, Area Committee

Cllr Ms S.J. Williams

Larger Council’s Committee




Museum Trust



Cllr G.J. Ackerman








Cllr Ms S.J. Williams

Age Concern, Bridport


Cllr G.J. Ackerman

Cllr K.G. Wallace

Bridport Arts Centre 


Cllr C.M. Ray

Management Committee      
                     

Bridport Citizens’ Advice Bureau

Cllr R.J. Stoodley

Management Committee

Bridport Charities Trustees


Cllr P J Colfox







Cllr J D Hunt


Cllr C M Ray






Cllr Mrs M J Ray






Town Mayor – ex officio

Bridport/St Vaast La Hougue

Cllr G.J. Ackerman

Twinning Association


Cllr D.G. Rickard





Bridport Chamber of Trade 

Cllr K.G. Wallace
and Commerce



Bridport & West Dorset Sports Trust
Cllr D.G. Rickard

Management Committee


Bridport Young Persons Action Trust
Cllr P.J. Colfox


Bridport Youth Centre


Cllr Ms F.K. McKenzie


Management Committee







Crime Prevention Panel


Cllr C.M. Ray


Bridport Local Area Partnership

Cllr P.J. Colfox

Cllr K.A. Day 

Cllr C.M. Ray

Axe Valley and West Dorset

Vacancy

Ring and Ride Service





Bridport Millennium Green Trust

Cllr D.R. Tett

West Dorset Western Area Transport
Cllr Ms S.J. Williams

Action Group (WATAG)





Bridport and District Community

Cllr G.J. Ackerman


Football Partnership





Bridport Local Food Group


Cllr D.G. Rickard
Bridport Heritage Forum


Cllr Ms S.J. Williams


Bridport and District 


Cllr K.G. Wallace

Tourism Association





Cultural Olympiad 2012


Cllr Ms R.C. Kayes








Cllr D.G. Rickard

DORBAG (formerly SWEDBAG)

Cllr R.J. Stoodley


Bridport Inter-Agency Panel

Cllr Ms R.C. Kayes

           Bridport Learning and Skills Training       Cllr J.D. Hunt

           
                                                      Cllr Ms R.C. Kayes

                                                                           
Cllr C.D. Wild

           Flaxhayes Project Panel                          Cllr Ms R.C. Kayes

                                                                            Nominated Reserve – 








Cllr Ms F.K. McKenzie

Steve Rook Memorial Fund

Cllr C.M. Ray


(Part of the Colfox Trust)


West Bay Sea Angling Jetty 

Cllr G J Ackerman


Steering Group



Cllr K G Wallace








Cllr C D Wild


Exeter Drug Project



Cllr Ms R.C. Kayes


Dorset Age Partnership


Cllr K.G. Wallace


Dorset Coast Forum


Cllr D.G. Rickard


West Bay Methodist Church 


Advisory Group



Cllr C.D. Wild

Bridport Community Orchard Group
Cllr Mrs M.J. Ray

Partners and Communities Together
Cllr Ms R.C. Kayes


(PACT)

B3157 Project Board


Cllr K.G. Wallace


Late Night Shopping Committee

Cllr K.G. Wallace


Cheque Signatories


The cheque signatories to remain as Councillors G.J. Ackerman, Miss S.A. Brown, 


C.M. Ray, R.J. Stoodley and D.R. Tett.

9.
ANNUAL ACCOUNTS – YEAR ENDING 31 MARCH 2010

Consideration was given to a report of the Town Clerk, ENCL: 2231.


RECOMMEND: that the draft accounts for 2009/10 be approved. 
10.
PARK AND RIDE ARRANGEMENTS FOR 2010
Councillors considered a report of the Town Surveyor, ENCL: 2233.

RESOLVED: that

(1)
the 2010 Park and Ride service from West Bay to Bridport be provided during the Summer Holidays and the fares to be £1.60 for a return fare with four hours parking, a £1.00 walk on return fare and bus passes to be accepted.
(2)
the bids to run the service be received in closed session (min. 24)
11.
SERVICES ADMINISTERED BY THE SURVEYOR
The report of the Town Surveyor, ENCL: 2240 was considered. 

(a) Lengthsman

An appointment had been offered but remained to be confirmed. It was hoped that the post would start in early July.
(b) Equipment

RESOLVED: that the following items be purchased at an estimated cost of £5,458, to be met from within existing budgets: 
· Hand Rotovator £1,674 

· Hand Mower      £1,100

· Water Bowser    £2,684

(c) War Memorial

The Town Surveyor was asked if it would be possible to check if any names were missing from the memorial.

RESOLVED: that a quote from St Blaise for £2,130 be accepted, to carry out essential maintenance on the memorial, to be met from within existing budgets.
(d) West Allington Allotments

The Town Surveyor updated members on the current position. The relevant checks on the land were being undertaken and it was hoped that the allotments could be prepared soon.
The update was noted.
(e) St Andrews Crescent

RESOLVED: that the Town Surveyor be given delegated authority to appoint a consultant to undertake a feasibility study into providing a play area in the north east quadrant of the town. The costs to be met from the earmarked reserve of £2,000.
(f) Bridport Football Partnership - Changing Rooms

The Town Surveyor gave an update on the maintenance of the changing rooms and the operation of the agreement between the Football Club, the Football Partnership and the Town Council.  Discussions had taken place regarding the reported increased costs of maintaining the changing rooms and recommendations made on potential savings that could be made. This was being monitored. 

The update was noted.

(g) Plottingham - Staff Facilities


RESOLVED: that the purchase of a fitted out unit to improve staff facilities at Plottingham be approved at a cost of £2,150, to be met from a virement of funding from Special Projects originally intended for the cemetery workshop. 

The Town Surveyor updated members on the following matters:

(1) Community Orchard.


Members supported the proposal to allocate an unused allotment on the Community Orchard as a further community allotment.


(2) Flaxhayes Bridge.


The contract for the bridge had been awarded and the supporting piles for the bridge would be installed soon. The bridge itself would not be open until the first house was in occupation.

(3) Christmas Shopping Festival. 


Support was needed for the Festival Committee and this was something that was being looked at.


(4) Late Night Wednesday Street Markets.


The Bridport Branch of the National Market Traders’ Federation had suggested that the possibility of having evening markets on a Wednesday during the summer should be looked at. This would be in addition to the day time market.  The dates proposed to pilot this were 28 July and 25 August. The level of interest from traders was being assessed before the markets were confirmed. 
12.
WEST BAY PLAY AREA

Consideration was given to a report of the Town Surveyor, ENCL: 2238.

Members welcomed the report and congratulated all involved in delivering the project, particularly the young people who had done so much work on the design.

RESOLVED: that the report be noted and that the usage of the play area continue to be reviewed.

13.
PROJECTS UPDATE

Councillors considered a report of the Town Clerk, ENCL: 2237.


The update was noted.
14.
COMMUNITY JUSTICE PANELS UPDATE

Consideration was given to a report of the Town Clerk, ENCL: 2234.


RESOLVED: that the Committee supports the continued development of community justice panels as outlined in the report. 
15.
POWER OF WELLBEING

Councillors considered a report of the Town Clerk, ENCL: 2239.


RECOMMED: that the full council: -
(a)
adopt the Community Engagement Statement of Intent as in Appendix A to the 
report.


(b)
agree that subject to (a) being approved, the Council now meets the eligibility 

criteria in that:

· a minimum of two thirds of vacancies were filled at the last ordinary election

· at least 80% of members have been trained in the power of wellbeing

· it has a qualified clerk
· a community engagement statement of intent is in place

and that it will adopt the power of wellbeing as set out in the Local Government Act 2000 and extended to eligible local councils under the Parish Councils (Power to Promote Wellbeing) (Prescribed Conditions) Order 2008. 
16.
DORSET COMMUNITY STRATEGY REVISION

Consideration was given to a report of the Town Clerk, ENCL: 2236.


RECOMMEND: that the Town Clerk seek comments from all members and be 
given delegated authority to respond to the review in consultation with the Leader 
of the Council.

17.
LITERARY AND SCIENTIFIC INSTITUTE

The Town Clerk had circulated a report from Cllr C.D. Wild.

Members noted the report and congratulated Cllr C.D. Wild and Crystal Johnson on their work in seeking to identify potential options for the LSI. 
It was reported that a further meeting was to be held to discuss the options for the building, and the various suggestions which have been made for its use.  This would be an open meeting, to which everyone was invited and would be held in Bridport Town Hall at 6 pm on Tuesday 29 June 2010. 


The update was noted.

18.
CORRESPONDENCE
The Town Clerk reported that: -
(a)
A letter had been received from Dorset County Council regarding a reduction in funding for some non essential highway maintenance works. It was anticipated that much of this work would now be undertaken by the Lengthsman. This matter would also be reported to the next Highways and Transportation Sub Committee.
(b)
A letter had been received from BLAST asking for support for the Aspire project and the possibility of taking on a young person from the project to obtain work experience. This was something that was being looked at by the Town Surveyor and was supported by members. 
19.
ANNOUNCEMENTS

The Town Clerk reported that the Town Council’s Annual Report would be available within the next week.
The Town Mayor reminded members that: -

(1) 
The Food Festival was on this Saturday, 19 June.
(2) .
He hoped members would join him for the Civic Service on Sunday, 20 June 
from 9.20am at St Mary’s Church.
The Town Mayor also reported on his attendance at the homecoming parade for the 4th Battalion, the Rifles in Dorchester.

20.
PAYMENT OF ACCOUNTS
The Town Clerk presented List 1 of the 2010/11 accounts, in the sum of £160,167.95, which had been authorised for payment since the last meeting. This having been tabled for members' information was approved and signed by the Chairman.

21.
PUBLIC BODIES (ADMISSION TO MEETINGS) ACT 1960
RESOLVED: that in view of the confidential nature of the business about to be transacted, it was agreed that in the public interest the public be temporarily excluded whilst the Committee considered the following matters:

22.
MAGISTRATES’ COURT – RIGHT OF WAY

Consideration was given to a report of the Town Clerk, ENCL: 2235.


RESOLVED: that the actions taken in respect of the Rights of Way issue be endorsed and the Town Clerk be given authority to seek to resolve this matter through negotiation, with a report back should this not be successful and before the matter is then referred to the Land Registry Adjudicator.

23.
PROPERTY MATTERS
The Town Clerk updated members with progress on completion of the leases at Mountfield. 

He reported the revised offer received from the Dorset County Council and it was:

RESOLVED: that as agreed previously, the Town Clerk be given delegated authority to conclude the lease with Dorset County Council.
24.
PARK AND RIDE - CONFIDENTIAL
The Committee considered the tenders received to run the service set out in an addendum to the report, circulated at the meeting. 

RESOLVED: that the quote from Sovereign coaches be accepted to run the service as set out in the report.
25.
STAFFING MATTERS
Members noted the details of the appointment of the Lengthsman.
The meeting closed at 8.35 p.m.

The next meeting of the Committee will be held on 15 September 2010
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