FINANCE AND GENERAL PURPOSES COMMITTEE

Minutes of the meeting of the MARKET AND BUSINESS LIAISON 
SUB COMMITTEE held at Mountfield, Bridport on Tuesday, 17 February 2009 at 10.30 a.m.


PRESENT:
Cllr:
G.J. Ackerman (Chairman)


Cllrs:

N.K. Cast

C.M. Ray





R.J. Stoodley


Also in attendance: Cllrs: Mrs M.J. Ray, Ray McLaren (Market Superintendent), and Steve Hibbs (Market Traders’ Association representative).    
8.
APOLOGIES
An apology for absence was submitted on behalf of Cllr C.D. Wild.
9.
MINUTES
The minutes of the meeting held on 21 October 2008, which had been previously circulated, were confirmed as a correct record and signed by the Chairman.

10.
DECLARATIONS OF INTEREST

There were no declarations of interest.
11.
CHAMBER OF TRADE AND COMMERCE

The minutes of the meeting held on 12 January 2009 were circulated for information, ENCL: 2025. 

It was noted that the Town Surveyor had been invited to make a presentation to the next meeting of the Chamber on the options for South Street. It was emphasised that this issue had been raised as part of the Town Council’s consultation on its traffic proposals and members had agreed that it could be looked at but no decisions had been taken. The process at this stage was purely to seek views to inform future discussion. 

RESOLVED: that the minutes be noted.

12.
MARKET OPERATION

(a) Report of the Market Superintendent, ENCL: 2026. 
Members considered and discussed the report. 

The Sub Committee thanked the Market Superintendent for all his work on the market, particularly in view of the weather this winter. 
The Christmas Festival Committee, on which the Town Council was represented, were thanked for all their work in organising the Festival, which was mentioned in the report.

RESOLVED: that the Market Superintendent be thanked for his report.
(b)
Stall numbers April 2008 to January 2009, ENCL: 2027. 

The Sub Committee welcomed the information contained in the report.

It was noted that, due to poor weather for a second consecutive summer and allowing for the previous year’s report covering a longer period, up to 29 February 2008, the stall numbers and consequent income was slightly down compared to last year. 
RESOLVED: that the report be noted.
(c)
Stalls – registered/casual traders April 2008 to January 2009, ENCL:2028.    


The Sub Committee welcomed the information contained in the report and commented on the excellent support shown for the market by the traders.
RESOLVED: that the report be noted.
(d) 
Report from Town Surveyor
The Town Surveyor provided a verbal update, for information, on the following issues:
· the Town Council had agreed to recommend changes to waiting restrictions on market days to allow the public to park on street for up to an hour, when the space was not taken by market traders. The use of the taxi rank in West Street was also being addressed. The waiting restrictions would now be processed by the County Council and be subject to statutory consultation, prior to their introduction.

· the Health and Safety Audit of the market was nearly complete and the recommendations would be reported to members and discussed with the Chamber of Trade, the police and other interested bodies.

· he would be meeting with the County Council and District Council to discuss signage.

· he was to attend a national seminar on markets in Litchfield in April.

The Town Surveyor thanked Steve Hibbs for all his help and support.

The report was noted.

13.
MARKET TRADERS

The Committee considered items raised by the local branch of the National Market Traders’ Federation. 

Steve Hibbs raised the following matters that traders had asked to be reported:

· the question of the frequency of electricity checks was mentioned.

· suggestions made as to how to promote the market included: advertising on Wessex FM, looking at a scheme to award a £20 voucher to someone who finds an article on the market and more local advertising.

· the Markets Superintendent to be present all day.

· progress on changing signs to highlight the market.

In response the Town Surveyor stated:

· the frequency of electricity checks will be picked up in the Health and Safety audit.

· the Town Council had exceeded its advertising budget this year but it was always looking at new promotional opportunities, where this was feasible and cost effective.

· the voucher idea could be looked at.

· the issue of signage would be raised with the County and District Councils, as part of ongoing discussions on the general issue of signs. It was reported that new signs were to be put up outside car parks giving directions to the major exit routes around the town.
RESOLVED: that the report be noted and the actions to be taken by the Town Surveyor be endorsed as set out above.
14.
MARKET CHARGES 2009/2010

Consideration was given to the recommended charges to be put to the Finance and General Purposes Committee, ENCL: 2024.

The Town Clerk reported that based on the income achieved in the past three years, members could consider not increasing the fees for the next year only, as recommended, and still reasonably expect to meet the income target included in the Estimates for 2009/10.


RECOMMEND:

(1)
that, to assist traders in the current economic conditions, the market charges for 2009/2010 be unchanged, as follows: -



(i)
Registered Trader

£1.35p per 30 cm. run per day


Non registered Trader
£2.00p per 30 cm. run per day

(ii)
the following reduced market tolls be levied for the winter months of January, February and March:



Registered Trader

£0.75p per 30 cm. run per day
                      Non registered Trader
£1.40p per 30 cm. run per day


(iii)
for the Wednesday market only, the winter fees as in (ii) above 
to again also apply for the months of November and December.  

(2)
that early discussions take place with the National Market Traders’ Federation with a view to seeking agreement for incremental fee increases in 2010/2011 and future years.

15.
USE OF CAR PARK AT SOCIAL SERVICES AREA OFFICE BY MARKET 
TRADERS
Consideration was given to a report of the Town Surveyor, ENCL: 2023.
The proposed arrangement, allowing up to 15 parking spaces for traders, was welcomed and the District Council and County Council were thanked for their co-operation in allowing this agreement to be drawn up.
Steve Hibbs thanked the Town Surveyor for all his efforts.


RECOMMEND: that the agreement to give the Town Council permission to use up to 15 car parking spaces at the rear of the Social Services’ Bridport Area Local Office on Rax Lane, for parking for traders on Saturdays, be approved and signed.

16.
REUSABLE BAGS
Councillors considered a report of the Town Surveyor, ENCL: 2022. 

The proposal to introduce a joint local shops/market bag was welcomed. It was hoped that all the local shops would take the bags. 
Members were shown examples and the cost to the Council would be about £1 a bag, depending on the volume purchased. All stall holders and local shops would be offered a supply, subject to agreement with the Chamber of Commerce. It was proposed that the bags would be self funding, and would be ordered in the new financial year.


RECOMMEND: that the proposals to purchase a combined market and local shops reusable bag be approved.


The meeting closed at 11.30 am.

The next meeting of the Market and Business Liaison Sub 
Committee will be held on 20 October 2009
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