FINANCE AND GENERAL PURPOSES COMMITTEE

Minutes of the meeting of the BEST VALUE, SCRUTINY AND BRIDPORT AND WEST BAY TOWN PLAN SUB COMMITTEE of Bridport Town Council held at Mountfield, Bridport on Tuesday 17 June 2008 at 11.00 a.m.

PRESENT

Cllr 
C.D. Wild (Chairman)



Cllrs:   Miss S.A. Brown

C.M. Ray



P.J. Lathey


Mrs M.J. Ray




Ms F.K. McKenzie

D.G. Rickard


Also in attendance: Cllr:
N.K. Cast.

1.
CHAIRMAN

Cllr C.D. Wild was elected Chairman for the ensuing municipal year 2008/2009.

2.
APOLOGIES


An apology for absence was received from Cllr: Ms S. J. Williams.
3.
MINUTES

The minutes of the meeting of the Best Value, Scrutiny and Bridport and West Bay Town Plan Sub Committee held on 11 March 2008 were confirmed as a correct record and signed by the Chairman.
4.
DECLARATIONS OF INTEREST

There were none.  
5.
QUALITY COUNCIL

The Town Clerk reported the current position and members noted that the timetable remained as previously reported.
6.
ADOPTION OF A COMPLAINTS PROCEDURE

Consideration was given to a report of the Town Clerk, ENCL: 1911.


RECOMMEND: that the complaints procedure be approved, to take effect from the date of adoption by the Council and the procedure and number of complaints dealt with be subject to annual review.
7.
REVIEW OF STANDING ORDERS

Councillors considered a report of the Town Clerk, ENCL: 1912.

The following amendments were suggested:

Para 2 - top of page 2, paragraph in brackets: 

(the nominations of Town Mayor and Deputy Town Mayor will be received by an informal meeting of the Council, which convenes after no later than the last available Town Council meeting……)

3(g) delete the no smoking reference as this was unnecessary in view of the ban on smoking in public buildings.

Members also discussed the reference in Standing Orders in 2(d) and 26(x) to a person not normally being elected Town Mayor or Chairman of a Committee for more than two years in succession. Following discussion and a vote, it was agreed to recommend that this remained unchanged, noting that it could be debated further at Finance and General Purposes Committee and full Council. 

It was agreed that there was a need also to include some wording on what happens if a meeting is not quorate, due to an interest shared by over half the meeting. In this case it was possible to apply to the Standards Committee of the District Council for a dispensation.

In discussion of the item, it was also agreed that the arrangements for the Annual Town Meeting and Annual Town Council Meeting needed to be looked at, in terms of public participation in the Town Meeting and making reports and speeches reviewing the year.


RECOMMEND: that the revised Standing Orders be approved as in the Appendix, subject to the amendments as set out above.
8.
REVIEW OF FINANCIAL REGULATIONS

Consideration was given to a report of the Town Clerk, ENCL: 1913

Members commented on the need for sustainability to feature in any consideration of best value.


RECOMMEND: that the revised Financial Regulations be adopted with the amendments as highlighted. 

9.
TERMS OF REFERENCE AND SCHEME OF DELEGATION

Councillors considered a report of the Town Clerk, ENCL: 1914.


It was agreed that this document should be referred to the Finance and General Purposes Committee for consideration with the only comment being that the Chairman of the relevant committee should also be one of the members who could be consulted under the Urgency Matters paragraph on page 7.

10.
TOWN GUIDE
The Town Clerk reported that a revision of the initial town guide of 2007 is underway and that local businesses will again be contacted with a view to advertising in the Guide, with the editorial to be supplied by the Town Council. The possibility of purchasing further copies would again be considered.  
11.
ANNUAL INVESTMENT REVIEW

The Town Clerk reported the current arrangements for information.
12.
AUDIT ACTION PLAN
The Town Clerk reported that all the elements of the current Audit Plan had been implemented.
The update was noted.

13.
FUTURE SPECIAL MEETINGS


RESOLVED: 
(a) 
that the grant applications be considered as part of the scheduled meeting to be held on 9 September 2008, and
(b) 
that a date be agreed for a special meeting to begin the review of the Town Plan.

The meeting closed at 12:10 p.m.
The next meeting of this Sub Committee will be held on 9 September 2008
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