FINANCE AND GENERAL PURPOSES COMMITTEE

Minutes of the JOINT MEETING of the BEST VALUE AND SCRUTINY AND BRIDPORT AND WEST BAY TOWN PLAN SUB COMMITTEES held at Mountfield, Bridport on Tuesday 19 December 2006 at 7.00 p.m.

PRESENT

Cllr 
C.M. Ray (Chairman)



Cllrs: 
Miss S.A. Brown

Mrs M.J. Ray




A.J. Fifield


C.D. Wild


Also in attendance: Cllrs: Mrs G.L. Fifield, Ms R.C. Kayes, 

Ms F.K. McKenzie, Mrs C.A. Murless and K.G. Wallace.  

22.
ELECTION OF CHAIRMAN
RESOLVED: that Cllr C.M. Ray be elected Chairman for the joint meeting only.

23.
APOLOGIES


Apologies for absence were received from Cllrs: G.J. Ackerman, 

Mrs S.A. Bagnall, Mrs C.L. Clare, H.B. Samuel and R.J. Stoodley. 

24.
MINUTES

The minutes of the meeting of the Best Value and Scrutiny Sub Committee held on 12 September 2006 and the Bridport and West Bay Town Plan Sub Committee held on 19 September 2006 were received. 
25.
DECLARATIONS OF INTEREST

Minute 29. Cllr A.J. Fifield declared a personal interest as a member of the West Bay Community Projects Group.

Minute 29. Cllr C.D. Wild declared a personal interest as a member of the West Bay Community Projects Group.

Minute 30. Cllr Miss S.A. Brown declared a personal interest as a Trustee of the Museum.

Minute 30. Cllr Mrs M.J. Ray declared a personal interest as a member of the Arts Centre.

Minute 30. Cllr C.D. Wild declared a personal interest as a Trustee of the Museum.

26.
BRIDPORT AND WEST BAY TOWN PLAN
Consideration was given to ENCL: 1712.

RESOLVED: that the Bridport Chamber of Trade and Commerce be thanked for their views and that the Bridport and West Bay Town Plan Sub committee consider the comments in detail at their next meeting.  

27.
TOWN COUNCIL GRANTS 2006/2007

Councillors considered ENCL: 1714.

RECOMMENDED: that a grant of £600 be awarded to the National Childbirth Trust.

28.      PUBLIC BODIES (ADMISSION TO MEETINGS) ACT 1960
RESOLVED: that in view of the confidential nature of the business about to be transacted, it is advisable in the public interest that the public be temporarily excluded and they are instructed to withdraw.

29.      FUTURE PROJECTS / DRAFT ESTIMATES 2007/2008         

           Consideration was given to: -

(a) the report of the Town Clerk, ENCL: 1718,

(b) the 2006/2007 estimates to date, ENCL: 1715,

(c) the 2006-2011 future projects list, ENCL: 1716, and

(d) the draft estimates for 2007/2008, ENCL: 1717. 

Following considerable discussion, it was suggested that a number of amendments be made to the timing of the implementation of the various projects and Cllr A.J. Fifield undertook to feed these changes into the updated Town Plan. The projects identified for implementation this year and the next financial year will be included in the 2007/2008 budget report for the next meeting of the Finance and General Purposes committee for consideration.    

30.
REVIEW OF VISITS TO LARGER ORGANISATIONS

The Town Clerk reported on recent visits (mainly by members of the Best Value and Scrutiny sub committee) to the Museum, Arts Centre, Leisure Centre, Citizens’ Advice Bureau and the Electric Palace. Members who took part in the visits found them to be most informative and useful and will help when discussing future applications for financial assistance from these organisations.

The Town Clerk also reported on the outcome of the meeting with the Bridport and District Community Football Partnership and Bridport FC and town council nominated representatives, which took place on 5 December 2006.

In respect of the Electric Palace, town councillors are keen to see this facility being brought back into community use, but there are a number of issues, which the company responsible for running the former cinema need to address in order to safeguard the public purse. Members of the committee suggested that the company might wish to consider forming a Charitable Body, as this would enable it to access external funding from a variety of sources not necessarily available in their current private company status. The Town Clerk will write to the Electric Palace accordingly.

In respect of the Bridport and District Community Football Partnership changing rooms proposal, further information is being sought on the costings of the gas supply diversion, which in turn may have an impact on the Section 106 proposal previously discussed. The Town Clerk is hoping to be in a position to report on this matter at the next meeting of the Finance and General Purposes Committee.

31.
BANKING SERVICES

Councillors considered the report of the Town Clerk, ENCL: 1713.

RECOMMENDED: that Barclays Bank Plc, be invited to continue for a further term of five years, effective from April 2007.  

The meeting closed at 9.00 p.m.

           The next meeting of the Best Value and Scrutiny sub committee will be held on 27 February 2007

The next meeting of the Bridport and West Bay Town Plan sub committee will be held on 1 March 2007
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