Minutes of the MEETING of the FINANCE AND GENERAL PURPOSES COMMITTEE of Bridport Town Council held at Mountfield, Bridport on 
Wednesday 19 September 2007 at 7.00 p.m.

PRESENT:
Cllr 
C.M. Ray (Chairman)



Cllrs:   Miss S.A. Brown

Mrs M.J. Ray



 N.K. Cast


R.J. Stoodley








K.G. Wallace

Also in attendance: Cllr: C.D. Wild.
PUBLIC FORUM


There were no members of the public present.
24.
APOLOGIES
Apologies for absence were received from Cllrs: G.J. Ackerman, 
Ms F.K. McKenzie, D.G. Rickard and D.R. Tett.  
25.
MINUTES
The minutes of the meeting of the Committee held on 4 July 2007 were confirmed as a correct and true record and signed by the Chairman.

26.
DECLARATIONS OF INTEREST
Minute 30 – Cllr Miss S.A. Brown reiterated the interests recorded at the meeting.  

Minute 30 – Cllr R.J. Stoodley declared a personal interest as a Trustee of the Citizens’ Advice Bureau.  

27.
SERVICES ADMINISTERED BY THE SURVEYOR
RESOLVED: that the report of the Town Surveyor, ENCL.1812, be approved as follows: -  

(a) Mountfield: Mr Matthews be engaged to prepare the drawings, obtain building regulations and prepare specifications to the tender stage, at a cost of £900.
(b) Bridport Town Council Marquee: the Town Council purchases the marquee at a cost of £549 and will then administer the hiring and future usage.
(c) Late Night Christmas Festival Event: the Town Council reduces its fees to £12.50 per stall for market traders who attend during the day and remain during the evening, as a one off. It is further recommended that the pitch fees from the stalls involved be donated to the Christmas Festival as a contribution to the cost of organising the event. 

(d) the items reported for information be noted.

28.
FINANCIAL ESTIMATES 2007/2008 – 1st REVISION

Councillors considered a report of the Town Clerk, ENCL. 1813.

RECOMMENDED: that the 2007/2008 Estimates 1st revision be approved.
29.
TOWN HALL AND BUCKY DOO WORKING PARTY 

(a) Town Hall

RESOLVED: that the minutes of the meetings of the Working Party held on 

1 August 2007 be approved and that: -

(a) an external specialist be engaged to project manage the work needed so that 
an application can be made to the Heritage Lottery Fund in 2008,


(b) authority be given to consult with the interested partner organisations 
concerning other cultural developments in Bridport so that a joined up approach to 
provision is developed,

(c) in the light of the evolving Master Plan for the Town Hall and Bucky Doo Square 
that WDDC be requested to consider the provision of replacement town centre toilets and the timing of their development so that the proposals for the Town Hall and subsequent Heritage Lottery Fund application can be actively progressed.
(b) Bucky Doo Square

AGREED: that the Town Surveyor submits a report outlining the pros and cons of the various issues to the next meeting of the Highways and Transportation Sub Committee and that the findings be considered at a future meeting of this working party.
30.
BEST VALUE AND SCRUTINY SUB COMMITTEE


RESOLVED: that the minutes of the Meeting of the Sub Committee held on 

7 August 2007 be received and 

(a) the recommendations be approved, 

(b) the grant to the Bridport Museum Trust has been made under the Local 


Government 
Act 1972 Section 144,


(c) the grant to the Bridport Arts Centre has been made under the Local 
Government Act 1972 Section 145,


(d) the grant to the Bridport Leisure Centre has been made under the Local 
Government (Miscellaneous Provisions) Act 1976 Section 19(3),


(e) the grant to the Bridport Citizens’ Advice Bureau has been made under the 
Local Government Act 1972 Section 142(2A), and

(f) the grants to Vitalise, Disabled Carers and Friends Club, Gardening Club, 
St Ronans Pre School, Open Studios, Trick factory, Lions Club, West Training, 
Heritage Coast Canoe Club, Volunteer Centre Dorchester, St Andrews Pre School, 
First Dorset Credit Union, Youth and Community Centre, Child Accident Prevention 
Event, St Catherines Pre School, Carnival Committee, Women’s Institute, Open 
House Productions, Chamber Orchestra, Axe Valley and West Dorset Ring and 
Ride Service, Bridport Arts Centre – Summerthing, Life Education Centres Dorset, 
Age Concern and the West Bay Sailing Club have been made under the Local 
Government Act 1972 Section 137.

31.
JOINT CHANGING ROOMS PROJECT: 

BRIDPORT FC COMMUNITY PARTNERSHIP

The Town Surveyor reported that: -
(a) The tender documents were being finalised and would be issued to contractors 
at the end of September,
(b) Works to commence in the Spring of 2008,
(c) Main works to be carried out in the summer during the football close season,
(d) An agreement and management plan between Bridport Town Council, Bridport

Football Partnership and Bridport Football Club is being drawn up to establish the roles and responsibilities of the various partners. 
32.
WEST BAY
The Town Surveyor reported that: -

(a) New Playground. The Big Lottery bid had been registered and the result should be known by Christmas,
(b) Sea Angling Jetty. Giffords have been asked to assess costs of a Pre-Feasibility Study, to cover all issues such as Health and Safety, maintenance, construction, management, planning and any alternatives to the jetty scheme. We are awaiting the confirmation of the fee costs.
33.
SOUTH WEST QUADRANT

The Town Surveyor reported that following the public meeting and the presentation to the Town Council along with the councillors comments at the presentation, it was agreed that further consultation would take place with a further presentation to the Town Council when plans are available to be held in 2008. 
34.
CORRESPONDENCE

The Town Surveyor reported receipt of letters from: -   

(a) Motor Neurone Disease Association and the Alzheimers Society local branch 
 
with thanks for the donations received from monies raised by the Town Crier,

(b) Mrs Margaret Mowatt, complimenting the council on the cleanliness of the 
streets following the carnival procession,

(c) Wessex Water, requesting that Asker Meadows be used as a site compound 
during works to improve the sewer in Crock Lane. The Town Surveyor agreed on 
condition that due care and attention is taken and reinstatement follows the work. 

(d) Brit Valley Rotary Club for allowing use of the Salt House as a base for their 
Heritage Walk.
35.
ANNOUNCEMENTS

The Town Surveyor advised that the Town Hall clock repairs would hopefully follow 
when works to provide a permanent harness system to the top of the clock tower had been assessed and carried out.
36.
DOCUMENTS LAID ON THE TABLE
The following documents, ENCL. 1814, were laid on the table for inspection by Town Councillors                                                                                                     
                                                                                                            Received

1. West Dorset District Council, Corporate Performance.

a. Corporate Plan 2007 update

b. What is the District Council doing this year?

c. Performance Plan 2007

d. Corporate Performance 2006/07 full-year report.
02/08/07


2. Bridport Local Area Partnership Steering Group Minutes 

of 15 February, 19 April and 5 July 2007


37.
PAYMENT OF ACCOUNTS
The Town Surveyor presented List 2 of the 2007/2008 accounts, in the sum of £76,793.60, which had been authorised for payment since the last meeting. This having been tabled for member’s information was approved and signed by the Chairman.
The meeting closed at 7.30 p.m.


The next meeting of the Committee will be held on 14 November 2007
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