Minutes of the MEETING of the FINANCE AND GENERAL PURPOSES COMMITTEE of Bridport Town Council held at Mountfield, Bridport on 
Wednesday 2 April 2008 at 7.00 p.m.

PRESENT:
Cllr 
C.M. Ray (Chairman)



Cllrs:
Miss S.A. Brown

Mrs M.J. Ray



N.K. Cast


D.G. Rickard




Ms F.K. McKenzie

R.J. Stoodley







K.G. Wallace
Also in attendance: Cllrs: G.J. Ackerman, J.D. Hunt, Ms R.C. Kayes and C.D. Wild.
PUBLIC FORUM


There were no members of the public present.
71.
APOLOGIES
Apologies for absence were received from Cllrs: D.R. Tett and Ms S.J. Williams.
72.
MINUTES
The minutes of the meeting of the Committee held on 23 January 2008 were confirmed as a true and correct record and signed by the Chairman.

73.
DECLARATIONS OF INTEREST

Minute 76. Cllr D.G. Rickard reiterated his personal interest as previously recorded in the minutes of the Sub Committee meeting.

Minute 81. Cllr C.D. Wild declared a personal interest as a member of BLAP. 

74.
SERVICES ADMINISTERED BY THE SURVEYOR
The report of the Town Surveyor, ENCL.1888 was considered. There were a number of items in the report, the decisions on which are set out below.

(a)
Millennium Green Bandstand
RESOLVED: that the Town Council commits to these works at a cost of £1,000, to be met from existing budgets. To be completed by May 2008 for the Rex Trevett Memorial Day. 

(b)
Plottingham Skateboard Park:

RESOLVED: that further upgrading works are carried out up to a cost of £2,000, to be met from within existing budgets. 


(c)
Flaxhayes Allotments:

RESOLVED: that new palisade security gates are fitted with a combination lock at a cost of £1,500, to be met from within existing budgets. 

(d)
St Mary’s River Platforms:

RESOLVED: that a new pathway with a gradual gradient is installed to allow wheelchair and pushchair access, at a cost of £3,500 to be met from within existing budgets. 


(e)
Mountfield Partition:

The Committee noted that the contract for these works had been let and was 
due to commence in early May. 2008.

(f) 
Town Hall Notice Boards:

Members commented that they hoped that the Boards would be easy to stick things on.

The Committee noted these works were due to start shortly.
(g)
Land Transfers:

The Committee noted the updates.
75.
MARKET AND BUSINESS LIAISON SUB COMMITTEE

RESOLVED:
 that the minutes of the meeting held on 19 March 2008 be received 

and the recommendation therein be adopted namely:

Min 11 Market Bags

1)
that the Town Council agrees, that when the current supplies of biodegradable bags run out, it intends to stop ordering plastic bags for use on the market. 

(2)
prior to that time, it will consult with traders, discuss with the Markets Federation and survey market users on the following matters:

a.
whether the traders need bags or whether most shoppers are now using their own bags.

b.
if they are still needed and, noting the additional costs of reusable bags, would the traders be prepared to pay more for these bags. 

(3)
that the Town Council promotes the use of reusable bags by shoppers at the market.

(4)
that the outcome of the work under (2) above be reported to the next meeting of this Sub Committee to allow a recommendation to be made to confirm the decision to stop ordering the biodegradable bags and for the Town Council to decide whether to allocate funding to purchase new reusable bags.

76.
BEST VALUE, SCRUTINY AND BRIDPORT AND WEST BAY TOWN PLAN SUB 
COMMITTEE


RESOLVED: that the minutes of the joint meeting held on 11 March 2008 be 


received and the recommendations therein be adopted namely:


Min 31 Audit Arrangements2008/2009

RESOLVED: that the existing internal and external audit arrangements be 
noted 
and approved as set out in the report.


Min 32 Audit Action Plan 2007/2008


RESOLVED: that the report be noted and the Audit Action Plan 2007/2008 be approved as set out as an Appendix to the report.


Min 33 Risk Assessment 2007/2008

RESOLVED: that the Risk Management Strategy policy document be approved as attached for 2007/2008, subject to inclusion of a reference to the market traders' insurance.


Min 37 Future Meeting Arrangements


RECOMMEND: that the size of the Sub Committee remains at 9 members and it continues to meet quarterly with special meetings, if required. The timetable to be agreed by the Town Council. 

77.
CALENDAR OF MEETINGS 2008/2009

Councillors considered a report of the Town Clerk, ENCL: 1889.

RESOLVED: that the report be approved. 

78.
CHRISTMAS FESTIVAL

The Town Surveyor reported that the 2007 festival had been a great success and 
that a surplus was available to be carried forward to help the organising committee 
fund the 2008 event.

79.
WEST BAY SEA ANGLING JETTY

Consideration was give to a report of the Town Clerk, ENCL: 1896.
In discussion of the report it was commented that clarification should be sought to confirm that the funding earmarked by the District Council for this project, would not be used to fund any future removal of the piles intended for the jetty.


RESOLVED: that the current position be noted and that the £5,000 earmarked for 
this project remains in the budget, and that the Town Council supports efforts to 
identify alternative sea angling provision, in line with the wishes of the Sea Angling 
Steering Group.
80.
WEST BAY PLAY AREA

Councillors considered a report of the Town Clerk, ENCL: 1890.


RESOLVED: that the Committee receives a further report on the options for a play 
area, outlining the extent of funding available from partners, the future possible 
funding sources and the detail of the scheme that can now be provided, given the 
unsuccessful bid for lottery funding.
81.
BLAP PROJECTS UPDATE
The Town Clerk reported that following the funding agreed by this Committee at its last meeting, there had been a lot of progress with both projects promoted by BLAP. A consultant had been appointed for the Community Needs Survey and an advertisement was about to be placed for the BLAST consultant to progress the skills training centre project.

The Committee would continue to receive updates and the position was noted.
82.
OLYMPICS 2012

Consideration was give to a report of the Town Clerk, ENCL: 1891.

RESOLVED: that


(a)
the Town Council gives it support to efforts to identify and quantify the 
benefits that may be available to the town from the Olympics 2012 and its 
legacy.


(b)
no more than £200 be allocated to support initial meetings for discussions 
with interested bodies in the town, to be met from the contingency budget.

(c)
Cllrs R.C. Kayes and Ms F.K. McKenzie be appointed to represent the Town Council at the initial planning meeting and subsequent discussions and report back to this Committee on a regular basis.
83.
SUSTAINABLE COMMUNITIES ACT

Councillors considered a report of the Town Clerk, ENCL: 1892.

RESOLVED: that the summary of the Sustainable Communities Act be noted and it be agreed that representations be made to the Government for parish and town councils to be included in the Regulations so that they will have a specific power to be proactively involved in creating sustainable communities within their respective areas. 
84.
FLAXHAYES AFFORDABLE HOUSING

The Town Surveyor updated the Committee on the project and it was agreed that members would receive a presentation on the scheme at a future meeting of the Council. Members welcomed confirmation that it was proposed to include the bridge in the scheme.
85.
JOINT CHANGING ROOMS PROJECT AGREEMENT

Consideration was give to a report of the Town Clerk, ENCL: 1893.

RESOLVED: that


(a)
the Agreement on the operation of the changing rooms be approved as 
attached as an Appendix to the report subject to the Town Clerk being given 
delegated authority to make any minor amendments, following further 
discussion with the partners to the agreement.


(b)
the Town Clerk be given authority to release the £25,000 earmarked for the 
scheme, subject to ensuring that all the funding for the building project is in 
place and imposition of appropriate conditions including that staged 
payments are made on a certified invoice basis.


(c)
update reports be received as the work progresses.

86.
CORRESPONDENCE

The Town Clerk reported 

(a)
a thank you letter from the Royal Air Forces Association, who had received 
help from the Town Council in staging their 60th anniversary celebrations.

(b)
a thank you letter from the Tennis Club, in respect of the successful 
completion and increased usage of the extra courts at Plottingham.  

(c)
a request from Bridport Runners to use the town crest on its website. 


Members had no objections

(d) 
that the Arnett and Paulo’s circus would again be held in Asker 



Meadows, between 18-26 May 2008, but in the field next to that previously 

used.

(e)
a request from a French market to attend on a regulation market day in 


June or July 2008. Members had no objections to this being investigated 


further.
87.
ANNOUNCEMENTS

1.
The Leader of the Council advised that the Fra Newbery exhibition was due to begin very shortly, in numerous locations in the town and county.
2.
The Town Clerk advised that he and the Town Surveyor had met with officials of West Dorset District Council earlier in the week, as part of their regular meetings with the District Council. He reported that the District Council had confirmed that it was not now necessary to vary the boundary of that part of the New Zealand site designated for housing, following receipt of the Environment Agency re-modelling data. The boundary of the open space/nature reserve would not therefore need to be changed. This news was welcomed by members.
3.
The Town Mayor announced that he would be attending the official preview of the Fra Newbery exhibition on Thursday 3 April 2008 at the Town Hall and that he was delighted that the Lord Lieutenant for Dorset would therefore be making her second recent visit to the town. 

88.
DOCUMENTS LAID ON THE TABLE
The following documents, ENCL. 1894, were laid on the table for inspection by Town Councillors: -                                                                                                     
                                                                                                           Received

1.
DCC Audit and Scrutiny Committee

Annual Report 2007





27/01/08



2.
Magna Stakeholders’ Newsletter – Issue 4

11/02/08


3.
Home Office National Identity Scheme response
05/03/08


4.
DCC Day Care Services for the Future Update

25/03/08


5.
MSC Napoli Local Public Inquiry submission form
25/03/08

89.
PAYMENT OF ACCOUNTS
The Town Clerk presented List 5 of the 2007/8 accounts, in the sum of £138,247.15, which had been authorised for payment since the last meeting. This having been tabled for members' information was approved and signed by the Chairman.
90.
PUBLIC BODIES (ADMISSION TO MEETINGS) ACT 1960
RESOLVED: that in view of the confidential nature of the business about to be transacted, it was agreed that in the public interest the public be temporarily excluded whilst the Committee considered the following matters:
91.
ANNUAL STAFF REVIEW
Councillors considered a report of the Town Clerk, ENCL: 1895.

In considering the report, the Committee asked that its thanks be recorded for all the Town Council staff for their efforts and hard work over the past year. It was also asked that a thank you letter be sent to Roger Snook for his greatly appreciated work on the Town Hall clock, for which he would not accept payment.

The Town Clerk left the room prior to discussion of that part of the report concerning his post.

The Town Surveyor asked to speak on behalf of the Town Council staff to express their full support of the Town Clerk and commented that at the time of the appointment that the Town Council should consider very carefully who they appointed to maintain the excellent environment the team works in.

The Town Surveyor stated that the new clerk had fitted in extremely well and that the whole of the team were fully behind him and that the right man had been appointed to the post.

The Chairman thanked the Town Surveyor for his comments and said that it was good to hear that the appointment had the full support of the staff.
RESOLVED: that the report be received and the recommendations contained therein be approved.

The meeting closed at 8.20 p.m.

The next meeting of the Committee will be held on 9 July 2008
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