MINUTES of the meeting of the PLANS COMMITTEE held at Mountfield,

Bridport on Monday 2 August 2010 at 7.00 p.m.

PRESENT
Cllr 
Ms S.J. Williams (in the Chair)
Cllrs:
G.J. Ackerman 

C.M. Ray
J.D. Hunt


D.G. Rickard (ex-officio)




C.D. Wild

PUBLIC FORUM

There were no speakers in the Public Forum.
18.
APOLOGIES
Apologies for absence were received from Cllrs: K.A. Day and P.J. Lathey.
19.
MINUTES
The minutes of the meeting of the Committee held on 5 July 2010 were confirmed as a true and correct record and signed by the Chairman.

20.
DECLARATIONS OF INTEREST
There were no declarations of interest.
21.
PLANNING APPLICATIONS

The Town Clerk reported letters received in respect of planning applications A2/1024 RO Betts, Victoria Grove and A8/1052 St Swithins Court, St Swithins Road.


RESOLVED: that the recommendations set out in column 4 of the attached schedule 
A be forwarded to the District Council. 

22.
PLANNING DECISIONS
      The Town Clerk reported for information, the planning decisions received relating to applications previously considered by the Committee, ENCL: 2242. 

RESOLVED: that the planning decisions be noted.
23.
HIGHWAYS AND TRANSPORTATION SUB COMMITTEE
The Town Surveyor reported that he had just received feedback from Dorset County Council on the results of the survey of traffic and pedestrian movements in the area of Fishermans Arms. The results were not high enough to meet the criteria for a crossing. The survey was undertaken on 6 July between 7am and 7pm. He would report the findings in detail to the next Sub Committee meeting. Members asked if a representative of County Highways could be invited to attend the Sub Committee meeting.

RESOLVED: that the minutes of the meeting of the Sub Committee held on 1 July 2010 be received.

24.
WEST DORSET DISTRICT COUNCIL PARISH AND TOWN COUNCIL SURVEY ON THE DISTRICT COUNCIL’S DEVELOPMENT CONTROL FUNCTION

Consideration was given to a report of the Town Clerk, ENCL: 2243.

Members considered the Survey and the proposed responses are set out in an appendix to these minutes.
RESOLVED: that the response to the survey be agreed as set out in the appendix to these minutes.
25.
TREE WORK APPLICATIONS
An application had been received for tree works at the Church of St Mary and St Catherine, Victoria Grove. The Town Surveyor had no concerns on this application. 

Members noted that in future they would receive reports of tree work applications in tabular form, similar to the style of reporting planning decisions, both for comment and to note decisions taken.

This was noted.

26.
STREET NAMING AND NUMBERING
The Town Clerk reported that West Dorset District Council had written to ask if the Town Council had any comments on the proposal to put a street name sign up at the entrance to the St Michaels Trading Estate.
RESOLVED: that the proposed sign be supported.
27.
COMMUNICATIONS
There were no communications reported.

The meeting closed at 8.20p.m.

The next meeting of the Plans Committee will be held on 6 September 2010
PARISH & TOWN COUNCIL SURVEY ON WEST DORSET DISTRICT COUNCIL’S DEVELOPMENT CONTROL FUNCTION – SUMMER 2010

The Committee discussed the survey questionnaire and agreed the following responses to the questions in the survey: 
1. Is the speed of the process of applications satisfactory? Yes 
2. Do you feel that planning decisions are consistent? Yes 
3. Are you generally in agreement with the council’s current planning policy? Yes subject to the following comments: 

Generally members were in agreement with the current planning policy but raised two specific areas, where the Town Council has had some concerns and which it has raised previously.
Firstly, in the treatment of applications for energy efficiency measures on listed buildings. The Town Council does feel that the policy on allowing energy efficiency adaptations on listed buildings should be reviewed, to ensure it was not making it difficult for listed building owners to install measures such as solar panels. 
Also the Town Council would like to see a review of Local Plan policy HS3, which sets out the thresholds at which affordable housing needs to be provided. The Town Council has previously made representations for the thresholds to be reduced, given the nature of the small sites available for development in Bridport and to increase the provision of affordable housing in new developments.
4. Do you consider that the plans submitted for your review are sufficient in information and quality for you to be able to comment? Yes 
5. Do you feel that the responses of the parish/town council are taken into consideration by the district council when determining a planning application? Yes subject to comments below:
Generally on minor applications the comments of the Town Council are taken into consideration, although there was some feeling that this was not always the case with major applications, where it was felt that in some cases corporate policies (such as land use policies) could be given undue weight in the decision making process.
The Town Council does feel that where the Town Council’s view is contrary to the officer’s, and a District Councillor asks for the application to go to Committee, then this application should not be determined under delegated powers and should always be referred to members.

6. Does your parish/town council use the facility for public speaking at the district council’s Development Control Committee? Yes, although members felt that the Town Council would attend more meetings if these were held in Bridport. This would also be more convenient for members of the public in the area.

7. Are you able to access sufficient information relating to planning including planning conditions and enforcement from the district council e.g. information available on dorsetforyou.com? Yes. Members felt that the information available from the web site was very helpful and the Town Council found it a lot easier to view plans, both prior to its Plans meeting and at the Committee meeting itself. The only request would be for the plans always to be uploaded the right way round.

8. Are you content with the way that the enforcement process is managed and applied by the district council? No. This was a difficult area and it was recognised that it was a question of resources. However, members felt that the priorities for enforcement should be reviewed to ensure that the persistent offenders and more serious breaches were dealt with as a priority.

9. Have any of your parish or town councillors attended any training with regard to planning which has been organised by the Dorset Association of Parish and Town Councils? Yes and training for Bridport councillors was also provided a couple of years ago by Simon Ludgate, which was greatly appreciated by members.

10. Please use the space below to make any other comments relating to the district council’s Development Control service:

Members commented on the importance of training for members involved in the planning process, including District Council Development Control members. Members commented on the importance of ensuring decisions were taken on planning grounds and in line with planning policies and that outside (non planning) pressures did not influence the process. 

It was reported that it was understood that a charge was made for people to receive written notification that they did not need planning permission and it was asked if this could be looked at, so that people were not deterred from seeking advice.
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