At a MEETING of the BRIDPORT TOWN COUNCIL 

held in the Town Hall, Bridport on Tuesday 21 September 2010 at 7.00 p.m.

           PRESENT     Cllr 
G.J. Ackerman – Town Mayor
Cllr
Miss S.A. Brown

C.M. Ray
 
N.K. Cast


Mrs M.J. Ray

P.J. Colfox


D.R. Tett

K.A. Day


K.G. Wallace


J.D. Hunt


Ms S.J. Williams
Prior to the start of the meeting, the Town Mayor’s Chaplain, Reverend Janis Moore, said prayers.

PUBLIC FORUM

Mr Simon Williams raised concerns regarding the hours applied for in the licensing application submitted by Lidl. Members were advised that this issue was on the agenda for the next Plans Committee.

Mr Williams also asked whether the Town Council was aware of any statistical information on traffic fumes and traffic pollution in the St Andrews area. The Town Clerk said he would check to see if any information was available on this matter.
20.
APOLOGIES

An apology for absence was submitted on behalf of Cllrs: Ms R.C. Kayes, Ms F.K. McKenzie, M.P. Parsons, D.G. Rickard, R.J. Stoodley and C.D. Wild. 
21.
MINUTES
The minutes of the meeting held on 22 June 2010 were confirmed as a correct record and signed by the Town Mayor (Chairman).

22.
DECLARATIONS OF INTEREST
All the previously recorded interests declared under this item in the minutes were noted. 
Councillor P.J. Colfox left the room when a question was asked on the Waste Transfer Station, during consideration of the Environment and Social Wellbeing Committee. 

23.
STANDING ORDER 14 (b)
There were no questions pursuant to standing order 14 (b).


24.
MINUTES OF COMMITTEES
(a)
PLANS COMMITTEE

The minutes of the meetings of the Plans Committee held on 5 July 2010, 2 August 2010 and 6 September 2010 were presented by the Committee Chairman, Councillor Ms S.J. Williams. Each set of minutes were considered separately. 

RESOLVED: that the minutes of the meetings of the Plans Committee held on 5 July 2010, 2 August 2010 and 6 September 2010 be received. 
(b)
FINANCE AND GENERAL PURPOSES COMMITTEE

The minutes of the meeting of the Finance and General Purposes Committee held on 15 September 2010 were presented by the Committee Chairman, Councillor C.M. Ray. 

RESOLVED: that the minutes of the meeting of the Finance and General Purposes Committee held on 15 September 2010 be received and the recommendations therein be adopted as set out below: -


(Minute 29) BEST VALUE, SCRUTINY & TOWN PLAN SUB COMMITTEE - 

STANDING ORDERS

The recommendation was moved by Councillor C.M. Ray and seconded by Councillor K.G. Wallace. 
An amendment to the draft Standing Orders was moved by Cllr K.A. Day and seconded by Cllr Miss S.A. Brown. The amendment was to delete the word “normally” in paragraphs 4(d) and 26(c) (x), which read: 


4 (d) A person shall not be normally appointed as Town Mayor for more than two years in succession.

26 (c) (x) A person shall not normally be the chairman of the same committee for more than two years in succession,

The amendment was put to the vote and declared to be lost.

The original substantive recommendation was put to the vote and declared to be carried. It was therefore:
 
	RESOLVED:
	
	that the draft Standing Orders be approved as attached as Appendix A and the Town Clerk report back on the further issues set out in section 5.1 of the report (these issues being the job description for the Leader of the Council; the need for a policy on dealing with press enquiries; and members reporting back from outside bodies).

	
	
	




(Minute 33)
FINANCIAL ESTIMATES 2010/2011 – 1ST REVISION
The recommendation was moved by Councillor C.M. Ray and seconded by Councillor K.G. Wallace. It was put to the vote and declared to be carried and 

	RESOLVED:


	that the 1st revision of the 2010/2011 estimates be approved.





(Minute 35)
DAPTC
The recommendation was moved by Councillor C.M. Ray and seconded by Councillor Ms S.J. Williams. It was put to the vote and declared to be carried and 


RESOLVED: that the following motions for the DAPTC Annual General Meeting 
be supported:


Motion 1



Blandford Town Council proposes that DAPTC, with the aid of NALC and our 
local MPs, does everything in its power to effect a change to the national 
regulation, so that Town Councils will have the same mandatory right of rate 
relief on their buildings as Parish Councils do on Parish Halls. 


Motion 2


That all planning authorities seek financial contributions from applicants 
whose planning application results in HGVs using the local rural roads for 
their business and said contributions to be ring fenced for reinstating verges, 
road edges and clearing mud off those roads and not to be put in a 
communal pot.  


Motion 3


That the financial burden placed upon smaller councils by the need under the 
Accounting and Audit Regulations 1996 to engage an internal auditor prior to 
the accounts being examined by an external auditor should be reviewed by 
the government.  The statement that this should be a ‘lighter touch’ audit 
system has not only failed to produce less work for councils and their clerk 
but has in fact placed a considerable burden upon them.  Further, the cost 
for these audit examinations is very high, especially for small councils with 
very basic accounting systems.

(Minute 40)
RIGHTS RESPECTING PROJECT UPDATE
The recommendation was moved by Councillor C.M. Ray and seconded by Councillor K.G. Wallace. It was put to the vote and declared to be carried and: 


RESOLVED: that 


(1)
Councillor C.M. Ray continues as the Town Council’s representative 




on the Rights Respecting project.




(2)
the Annual Mayor’s Prize of £10 be awarded to a Colfox student in  


connection with the aims of the project.




(Minute 41)
FREEDOM MARCH
The recommendation was moved by Councillor C.M. Ray and seconded by Councillor D.R. Tett. It was put to the vote and declared to be carried and: 


RESOLVED: that the Freedom of the town be conferred on the Rifles at a civic event to be held on Saturday 26 March 2011.

(Minute 42)
NOMINATIONS FOR COMMITTEES, WORKING GROUPS 


AND OUTSIDE BODIES
The recommendation was moved by Councillor C.M. Ray and seconded by Councillor K.G. Wallace. It was put to the vote and declared to be carried and: 


RESOLVED: that




(i) Cllr D.G. Rickard be appointed as a full member of the Plans Committee to 

replace Cllr Ms R.C. Kayes.



(ii) Cllr M .P. Parsons be added to the membership of the Social Wellbeing 


Working Group.


(iii) Cllr D.G. Rickard be nominated to attend meetings of the Dorset Energy 
Group sustainable energy working group.

(Minute 45)
HONORARY TOWNSPERSON PROCEDURE
The recommendation was moved by Councillor C.M. Ray and seconded by Councillor P.J. Colfox. It was put to the vote and declared to be carried and: 


RESOLVED: that the Town Clerk draw up a procedure to consider nominations for Honorary Townsman or Townswoman, to be presented and agreed by the new Council after the May 2011 elections.

(Minute 50)
MOUNTFIELD LEASES

RESOLVED:  that in view of the confidential nature of the business about to be transacted and in accordance with the Public Bodies (Admission to Meetings) Act 1960, it was agreed that in the public interest the public be temporarily excluded whilst the Council considered this recommendation and the details of the leases.


(This recommendation was considered as the last item of the agenda)


The Town Clerk updated members on the proposed lease arrangements for Magna Housing to occupy rooms in Mountfield and the need to institute break clauses as set out in the report to the Finance and General Purposes Committee. The Town Clerk reported the proposed heads of terms for the lease to Magna.


The second part of the recommendation in relation to the renewed lease for the County Council was agreed, without comment.


The recommendation from the Finance and General Purposes Committee was moved by Councillor C.M. Ray and seconded by Councillor Ms SJ. Williams. It was put to the vote and declared to be carried and: 


RESOLVED: 

(1)
that the Town Clerk be given delegated authority to conclude the Agreement to Lease rooms in Mountfield to Magna Housing on the terms outlined at the meeting and be given authority to institute the break clauses to enable this to happen as set out in the report to the Finance and General Purposes Committee.

(2)
that the terms of the new lease for Dorset County Council in Mountfield be approved as set out in the report to the Finance and General Purposes Committee.
(c)
ENVIRONMENT AND SOCIAL WELLBEING COMMITTEE

The minutes of the meeting of the Environment and Social Wellbeing Committee held on 1 September 2010 were presented by committee member Councillor K.G. Wallace, in the absence of the Chairman and Vice-Chairman of the Committee.
RESOLVED: that the minutes of the Environment and Social Wellbeing Committee held on 1 September 2010 be received.

25.
STATEMENT OF ACCOUNTS AND ANNUAL GOVERNANCE STATEMENT
 
The Town Clerk reported that he had been informed by the External Auditor that there no matters arising from the external audit for the year ending 31 March 2010. However, he was awaiting confirmation of this position.

The update was noted.



26.
COMMUNICATIONS
The following items were reported for information:

(1)
The Town Mayor reported his list of engagements, ENCL: 2271.


The Deputy Mayor reported that the inaugural Bridport Hat Festival, which 
she attended in the Mayor’s absence, was a huge success.

(2)
The Town Clerk reported that: -

(1)
There was to be a site visit for all councillors to the Cemetery at 
10.00am on Tuesday 28 September.

(2)
The next annual Democracy Day was to be held at the Town Hall on 
Monday 11 October.

(3)
Over 300 visitors attended the Heritage open week at the Town Hall 
between 8 and 16 September and members were thanked for 
helping with the stewarding.
Members congratulated Charles Wild and Crystal Johnson on all their work, on behalf of the Bridport Area Development Trust, in managing to obtain an extension from the High Court of the time allowed for the Development Trust to progress the museum project, identify funding sources and generally seek to retain the community interest in this building.
The meeting closed at 7.50 p.m.

The next meeting of Bridport Town Council will be held on 30 November 2010 
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