At a MEETING of the BRIDPORT TOWN COUNCIL held in Mountfield, 
Bridport on Tuesday 22 April 2008 at 7.00 p.m.

           PRESENT     Cllr 
G.J. Ackerman - Town Mayor  

Cllr 
N.K. Cast


C.M. Ray

P.J. Colfox


Mrs M.J. Ray



J.D. Hunt


D.G. Rickard

Ms R.C. Kayes

R.J. Stoodley


Ms F.K. McKenzie

C.D. Wild

M.P. Parsons

Ms S.J. Williams


In the absence of the Town Mayor’s Chaplain, Canon Reverend Trevor N. Stubbs,  
Reverend Janice Moore opened the meeting with prayers.

PUBLIC FORUM


There were no speakers in the public forum.

PRESENTATION


Malcolm Davenport made a presentation to members on the work of Home Watch (also known as neighbourhood watch). 

Mr Davenport presented proposals for a wider home watch scheme for the Bridport 
area with smaller neighbourhood groups linking into a wider integrated scheme.


In discussion of the proposals members made the following comments:

· there would be a need to work with neighbourhood and residents associations.

· the local co-ordinators would need to know the other co-ordinators.

· discussions would need to take place with parish councils surrounding Bridport town if a scheme was to be introduced to cover all the town areas, parts of which were in different parishes.

· it should be an inclusive scheme and involve young people.

· the Council would consider the proposals formally through its Environment Committee.

· the Town Council would be able to help with information on residents groups and local parish council contacts.

Mr Davenport was thanked for the presentation.  


44.
APOLOGIES

Apologies for absence were received on behalf of Councillors: P.J. Lathey, D.R. Tett and K.G. Wallace. 
45.
MINUTES
The minutes of the meeting held on 5 February 2008 were confirmed as a correct record and signed by the Chairman.

46.
DECLARATIONS OF INTEREST
The previously recorded interests declared by town councillors in the minutes listed below were noted.

In addition, Councillor C.D. Wild declared a personal interest in respect of the application on the Medical Centre which was reported for information under the Plans Committee minutes. Councillor Wild was a member of the Bridport Area Health Forum.

47.
STANDING ORDER B14 (b)
There were no questions pursuant to standing order B14 (b).


48.
MINUTES OF COMMITTEES
(a)
PLANS COMMITTEE

The minutes of the meetings of the Plans Committee held on 4 February, 

3 March and 7 April 2008 were presented by the Committee Chairman, 

Councillor Ms R.C. Kayes. 
In consideration of the minutes of 4 February, Councillor C.D. Wild updated the Council on the decision taken by the District Council on the applications for the former Medical Centre. The application for demolition and erection of 11 houses had been approved. However, the Conservation Area consent required to demolish the Centre, remained undetermined.  Planning policy stated that permission would not granted to demolish buildings in a conservation area where these buildings made a positive contribution to the conservation area unless the condition of the building meant it could not be re-used and the importance of the replacement redevelopment proposals outweighed the other material considerations. He had made representations to state that neither of these two criteria were met and that the building did make a positive contribution to the character of the area. He had argued therefore that this application for demolition within a conservation area should be refused.

Members expressed their disappointment that the application for demolition and erection of 11 houses had been approved and strongly supported the representations that had been made to refuse the application for Conservation Area Consent for demolition. 
Under the minutes of the Plans Committee of 7 April it was noted that the objection to the Morrisons signs (A1/7 445) should read that the Committee objected to all the signs on the grounds given, not just the main sign. The Town Clerk agreed to report an amendment to the minutes to the next Plans Committee and notify West Dorset District Council.
RESOLVED: that the minutes of the above meetings of the Plans Committee be received. 
(b)
FINANCE AND GENERAL PURPOSES COMMITTEE

The minutes of the meeting of the Finance and General Purposes Committee held on 2 April 2008 were presented by the Committee Chairman, Councillor C.M. Ray. 
RESOLVED: that the minutes of the meeting of the Finance and General Purposes Committee held on 2 April 2008 be received and the recommendation therein be adopted as set out below:


(Minute 76)
BEST VALUE, SCRUTINY AND BRIDPORT AND WEST BAY 



TOWN PLAN SUB COMMITTEE
The recommendation was moved by Councillor C.M. Ray and seconded by Councillor Mrs M.J. Ray. It was put to the vote and declared to be carried. It was therefore:

	RESOLVED:


	that the size of the Sub Committee remains at 9 members and it continues to meet quarterly with special meetings, if required.




(c)
ENVIRONMENT AND SOCIAL WELLBEING COMMITTEE 



RESOLVED: that the minutes of the meeting of the Environment and Social 

Wellbeing Committee held on 9 April 2008 be received and the 



recommendations therein be adopted as follows: - 



(Minute 25)
USE OF PLASTIC BAGS
The recommendation was moved by Councillor D. G. Rickard and seconded by Councillor Ms R. C. Kayes. It was put to the vote and declared to be carried. It was therefore:


	 
	




(Minute 27)
ENVIRONMENT COMMITTEE WORKING GROUP

In discussion of the proposed Climate Change event, all members had received a copy of the draft programme. Councillor D.G. Rickard, Chairman of the Committee, added that West Dorset District Council were happy to bring their energy conservation display to Bridport during the week. The Dorset Energy Advice Centre were also happy to take part in the week.

The recommendations were moved by Councillor D. G. Rickard and seconded by Councillor Ms S. J. Williams. They were put to the vote and declared to be carried. It was therefore:

	RESOLVED:


	(1)
	that the Council commits to signing the Nottingham Declaration and the Environment Committee receives a future report with a detailed Action Plan with targets to realise the aspirations of the Declaration.

 

	
	(2)
	that the proposals for a Climate Change event be noted and the programme circulated at the meeting be approved. The costs of no more than £500 to be met from the Environment Committee's budget. 



(Minute 28)
REVIEW OF DAY CARE CENTRE SERVICES


	 
	


(Minute 32)
SCALLOP DREDGING UPDATE
The recommendation was moved by Councillor D. G. Rickard and seconded by Councillor Ms R. C. Kayes. It was put to the vote and declared to be carried. It was therefore:

	RESOLVED:


	that the Environment Committee agree a response on the Marine Bill on behalf of the Town Council, in time to meet the deadline for responses of 26 June 2008.

 


(Minute 34)
FUTURE MEETINGS OF THE COMMITTEE AND WORKING 

GROUP
The recommendation was moved by Councillor D. G. Rickard and seconded by Councillor C.M. Ray. It was put to the vote and declared to be carried. It was therefore:


that the report be noted and the meeting dates, as considered by the Finance and General Purposes Committee, be approved.

	 
	


49.
COMMUNICATIONS
The Town Clerk reported that:
(a)
the first three weeks of the Fra Newbery exhibition had been a great success with over 650 people having visited the Town Hall alone. At the Town Hall there was also a display with information on the renovation scheme for the building and many supportive comments had been received, which would feed into the bid to be made to the Heritage Lottery Fund.

The Leader of the Council supported the comments on the success of the Exhibition and was joined by members in thanking Crystal Johnson for her work on the project.
(b)
A Town Walk was being arranged for councillors, as requested by the Open Spaces Group and the Town Surveyor would notify members of suggested dates.
(c)
The Mayor asked members to remain behind after the close of the meeting for an informal meeting of the Council.
The meeting closed at 8.05 p.m.

The next meeting of Bridport Town Council (Mayor Making) will be held on 
22 May 2008 
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