           At a MEETING of the BRIDPORT TOWN COUNCIL held in the Town Hall, 


Bridport on Tuesday 22 September 2009 at 7.00 p.m.

           PRESENT     Cllr 
C.M. Ray - Town Mayor

Cllr 
G.J. Ackerman

Mrs M.J. Ray


Miss S.A. Brown

M.P. Parsons


N.K. Cast


D.G. Rickard


K.A. Day


R.J. Stoodley


J.D. Hunt


D.R. Tett


           P.J. Lathey


K.G. Wallace







Ms S.J. Williams

Prior to the start of the meeting, the Town Mayor’s Chaplain, Reverend Janis Moore, said prayers.


PUBLIC FORUM


Mr Geoffrey Hill and Mr Robin Carter both spoke in support of the Bridport Gig Rowing Club. They welcomed the award of the grant to the club and also raised the need to find accommodation and storage facilities in West Bay.

Mr Leon Edwards said that information was missing for some councillors on the Town Council web site. He also raised issues relating to Declaration of Interests by councillors at meetings.

In response, the Town Clerk stated that the web site information was being updated. As regards Declaration of Interests, all members signed to abide by the Council’s Code of Conduct and at all meetings they were asked to declare any interests in items on the agenda, in accordance with the Code. The Register of Interest forms signed by members were available for inspection at the Town Council’s offices.  

District Councillor Gillian Summers addressed the Council, as Chairman of the District Council’s Licensing Committee, in respect of the DAPTC motion under the Plans minutes of 7 September 2009, relating to licensing. She explained that West Dorset District Council did notify town and parish councils of applications in their area, but under the Licensing Act, local councils could not be statutory consultees. The District Council was therefore unable to make this a matter for inclusion in its Licensing policy. It would though continue its local practice of notifying local councils of applications.

21.
APOLOGIES

Apologies for absence were received from Cllrs: P.J. Colfox, Ms R.C. Kayes, 

Ms F.K. McKenzie and C.D. Wild.

22.
MINUTES
The minutes of the meeting held on 23 June 2009 were confirmed as a correct record and were signed by the Town Mayor (Chairman).

23.
DECLARATIONS OF INTEREST
Councillor Miss S.A. Brown referred to her interests declared in relation to the Arts Centre under the grants item in the minutes of the Finance and General Purposes Committee, should this be discussed. The item was only for information and the previously recorded interests declared by town councillors in this item and in the other minutes listed below, were noted.

24.
STANDING ORDER 14 (b)
There were no questions pursuant to standing order 14 (b).


25.
MINUTES OF COMMITTEES
(a)
PLANS COMMITTEE

The minutes of the meetings of the Plans Committee held on 29 June, 

3 August and 7 September 2009 were presented by the Committee Chairman, Councillor Ms S.J. Williams. 

The Council considered each set of minutes separately.

In response to a request from Cllr P.J. Lathey, it was agreed that the Town Clerk include an item on the next Plans Committee on the District Council’s current policy on planning enforcement.

RESOLVED: that the minutes of the meetings of the Plans Committee held on 29 June, 3 August and 7 September 2009 be received and the recommendation therein be adopted as set out below: - 

      (Minute 29)
DAPTC MOTIONS

Cllr Ms. S.J. Williams moved the recommendation to support each of the motions. Each of the motions were considered separately. 

Motion (1) Arne Parish Council proposes that DAPTC urge all licensing authorities in Dorset to agree by way of policy to notify the relevant parish or town council of any application for a licence that is in their parish as soon as possible, giving sufficient details to enable that council to ensure the appropriate people are made aware of the application.

Support for this motion was seconded by Cllr D.R. Tett.

An amendment was moved by Cllr R.J. Stoodley and seconded by Cllr P.J. Lathey, to delete the words “by way of policy”. The amendment was put to the vote and declared to be carried.

The motion as amended was put to the vote and declared to be carried.

Support for motion (2) was seconded by Cllr G. J. Ackerman and support for motion (3) was seconded by Cllr P.J. Lathey.

Motions (2) and (3) were supported as listed. It was therefore:

RESOLVED that the following motions to the DAPTC AGM be supported, subject to the following recommended amendment on motion (1) - to delete the words “by way of policy”, as it was understood that Licensing Authorities could not include consultation with local councils in their Licensing Policies but could, as West Dorset District Council does, notify local councils of applications in their area:

	
	(1)
	Arne Parish Council proposes that DAPTC urge all licensing authorities in Dorset to agree by way of policy to notify the relevant parish or town council of any application for a licence that is in their parish as soon as possible, giving sufficient details to enable that council to ensure the appropriate people are made aware of the application. (Supported subject to the deletion of the words “by way of policy”).


	
	(2)
	Chideock Parish Council proposes that the DAPTC 

strongly urges all district and borough planning 

authorities to:-
a.
Consider as a matter of policy, greater use of Article 4 Direction to remove Permitted Development Rights from sensitive designations, including Conservation Areas, AONB, Heritage Coast and Green Belt.

b.
Engage with Parish and Town Councils in preparing lists of areas and locations where such rights should be removed, in order to protect them from unsuitable and inappropriate development. (Chideock Parish Council to provide photos of examples of inappropriate development).

c.
Include specific proposals in their Local Development Frameworks.


	
	(3)
	Corscombe, Halstock and District Parish Council propose that DAPTC urge Dorset County Council to establish and implement a county standard for fingerposts, including grid reference finials, distance mileages, and the use of strong and traditional materials; and that lost and broken signs should be replaced speedily.




(b)
FINANCE AND GENERAL PURPOSES COMMITTEE

The minutes of the meeting of the Finance and General Purposes Committee held on 16 September 2009 were presented by the Committee Chairman, Councillor Mrs M.J. Ray. 

RESOLVED: that the minutes of the meeting of the Finance and General Purposes Committee held on 16 September 2009 be received and the recommendations therein be adopted as set out below:



(Minute 28)
BEST VALUE AND TOWN PLAN SUB COMMITTEE - 


COUNCIL PROCEDURAL STANDING ORDERS

The recommendation was moved by Councillor Mrs M.J. Ray and seconded by Councillor G.J. Ackerman. It was put to the vote and declared to be carried and 

	RESOLVED:
	that at meetings of the full Council, on receipt of minutes from Committees, each page of each set of minutes be considered in turn, with any recommendations highlighted on the agenda for discussion.




(Minute 30)
TOWN HALL HERITAGE AND CONSERVATION PROJECT

The recommendation was moved by Councillor Mrs M.J. Ray and seconded by Councillor G.J. Ackerman. It was put to the vote and declared to be carried and 



RESOLVED: that the latest position on the Project be noted.

(Minute 32)
FINANCIAL ESTIMATES 2009/2010 – 1ST REVISION

The recommendation was moved by Councillor Mrs M.J. Ray and seconded by Councillor Miss S.A. Brown. It was put to the vote and declared to be carried and 

	RESOLVED:
	that the 1st revision of the 2009/2010 estimates be approved.






(Minute 38)
DAPTC MOTIONS
Councillor Mrs M.J. Ray moved the recommendation to support motions (1), (2) and (3) and not to support motion (4).

Each of the motions was considered separately. 

Support for Motion (1) was seconded by Cllr R.J. Stoodley.

Support for Motion (2) was seconded by Cllr D.G. Rickard with the amendment that this was subject to the Town Clerk confirming the position on the calculation of the DAPTC budget. 
Support for Motion (3) was seconded by Cllr R.J. Stoodley.
Support for the recommendation not to support motion (4) was seconded by Cllr D. G. Rickard.


The recommendation on each of the motions was put to the vote and declared to be carried. It was therefore: 

	RESOLVED 


	(1)
	that the following motions to the DAPTC AGM be supported (1, 2 and 3 below): (motion 2 being supported subject to the Town Clerk confirming the position on the calculation of the DAPTC budget): -



	
	Motion1
	Blandford Town Council proposes that DAPTC, with the aid of NALC and our local MPs, does everything in its power to effect a change to the national regulation, so that Town Councils will have the same mandatory right of rate relief on their buildings as Parish Councils do on Parish Halls. 


	
	Motion 2
	Portland Town Council proposes that those members present and voting at the 2009 AGM, give retrospective approval for the transfer to reserves of the surplus for the financial year ending 31 March 2008 – an amount of £4,224.96p.



	
	Motion 3
	Puncknowle & Swyre Parish Council proposes that DAPTC urges each Parish Council across the county to improve public access to information about their local government administrative function in the community - through maintenance of a website, listing standard information with meeting agenda, minutes, papers etc. and the work, responsibilities and personnel of the Parish Council. Such websites should be accessible through the other local government information website for the county www.dorsetforyou.com. As a means of ensuring small Parishes can develop, be trained in and maintain such websites and to provide economic use of public funds, DAPTC should seek to obtain funds for and to develop a standard model or template website for Parishes and provision of suitable training in their use. This work should build on and become added value to the former excellent initiative of Connecting Dorset. 



	
	(2)

Motion 4
	that the remaining motion (4) be not supported as set out below for the reason that it was considered this motion was too widely drawn.  Whilst there was some concern at the number of larger QUANGOs in existence, there were also a number of representative “unelected” community bodies, who worked well with the Town Council and could access funding, which was not available to the Town Council, for the benefit of the community. 

The Eastern Area Committee of DAPTC proposes that DAPTC write to the County and District Councils to place on record their grave concern at the number of unelected bodies, which have access to funding. These bodies are unaccountable, unelected and regularly usurp the authority of elected Parish and Town Councils.






(Minute 42)
REPRESENTATIVES ON OUTSIDE BODIES

The recommendation was moved by Councillor Mrs M.J. Ray and seconded by Councillor Ms S.J. Williams. It was put to the vote and declared to be carried and: 

	RESOLVED:
	(1)
	that Councillor Mrs M.J. Ray be appointed as the Council representative for the Community Orchard.



	
	(2)
	that Councillor K.G. Wallace be appointed as the Council representative on the B3157 project board.


(c)
ENVIRONMENT AND SOCIAL WELLBEING COMMITTEE

The minutes of the meetings of the Environment and Social Wellbeing Committee held on 8 July 2009 and 2 September 2009 were presented by the Vice Chairman, Councillor D.G. Rickard. In presenting the minutes and with reference to the issues raised regarding waste, he stated that he had also asked if the District Council’s Services Manager could look at the position on collections for small and medium sized businesses and any assistance that could be made available for community organisations to recycle at local events, such as the Food Festival.

The Council considered each set of minutes separately.

RESOLVED: that the minutes of the Environment and Social Wellbeing Committee held on 8 July 2009 and 2 September 2009 be received and the recommendation therein be adopted as set out below:

(Minute 20) CLIMATE CHANGE STRATEGY – REVISED DRAFT FOR CONSULTATION
The recommendation was moved by Councillor D.G. Rickard and seconded by Councillor Mrs M.J. Ray. It was put to the vote, declared to be carried and 

	RESOLVED:


	that the draft Climate Change Strategy be approved for general public consultation.




26.
COMMUNICATIONS
The following items were reported for information:

(1)
The Town Mayor reported his list of engagements, ENCL: 2109.

(2)
The Town Clerk reported that: 

(a) there was to be a PACT meeting at the Salt House, West Bay at 7.00pm on Wednesday 23 September 2009 to discuss the issue of anti social driving in West Bay,

(b) Code of Conduct training was to take place at Mountfield on Tuesday 29 September 2009 at 6pm,


(c) All Town Councillors had been invited to the following two sea cadet events, both to be held at Plottingham: -

Royal Naval Parade Inspection – 

Tuesday 29 September at 7.15pm for 7.30pm

AGM – Wednesday 14 October at 7.30pm for 7.45pm.

(3)
Councillor D.R. Tett, with the agreement of the Chairman, paid tribute to Mr Justin Mallinson, who was to stand down as a trustee of the Millennium Green Trust.

The meeting closed at 7.40 p.m.

The next meeting of Bridport Town Council will be held on 24 November 2009 
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