           At a MEETING of the BRIDPORT TOWN COUNCIL held in the Town Hall, 


Bridport on Tuesday 23 June 2009 at 7.00 p.m.

           PRESENT     Cllr 
C.M. Ray - Town Mayor

Cllr 
G.J. Ackerman

Mrs M.J. Ray


P.J. Colfox


D.G. Rickard


           K.A. Day


R.J. Stoodley



J.D. Hunt


D.R. Tett


Ms R.C. Kayes

Ms S.J. Williams


Ms F.K. McKenzie

C.D. Wild   
                     


Prior to the start of the meeting, the Town Mayor’s Chaplain, Reverend Janis Moore, said prayers.


PUBLIC FORUM


Mrs Eileen Harding spoke in relation to the recently approved planning application for the Travis Perkins site (Lidl). She expressed her concern at the decision taken by the District Council’s Development Control Committee and stressed the importance of steps being taken to ensure the sustainability of the town.


Simon Williams spoke in relation to the same issue and questioned the grounds for the decision to grant planning approval and expressed his concern at the potential impact on the town.


(This item was not on the agenda for the Town Council. It was reported that the decision taken by the District Council’s Development Control Committee on Lidl would be reported to the Town Council’s Plans Committee).

Catherine Searle spoke in relation to the West Bay Play Area, which was a recommendation on the Finance and General Purposes Committee minutes. She raised concerns about the location and its potential impact on the local environment and the Area of Outstanding Natural Beauty. She asked that members re-consider whether this was the right location for a play area. 

13.
APOLOGIES

Apologies for absence were received from Cllrs: Miss S.A. Brown, N.K. Cast and K.G. Wallace.


14.
MINUTES
The minutes of the meeting held on 21 May 2009 were confirmed as a correct record and were signed by the Town Mayor (Chairman).

15.
DECLARATIONS OF INTEREST
The previously recorded interests declared by town councillors in the minutes listed below were noted.

16.
STANDING ORDER 14 (b)
There were no questions pursuant to standing order 14 (b).


17.
MINUTES OF COMMITTEES
(a)
PLANS COMMITTEE

The minutes of the meetings of the Plans Committee held on 11 May 2009 and 8 June 2009 were presented by the Committee Chairman, Councillor Ms S.J. Williams. 

RESOLVED: that the minutes of the meetings of the Plans Committee held on 11 May and 8 June 2009 be received. 

(b)
FINANCE AND GENERAL PURPOSES COMMITTEE

The minutes of the meeting of the Finance and General Purposes Committee held on 17 June 2009 were presented by the Committee Chairman, Councillor Mrs M.J. Ray. 

It was noted that minute 6, item 6, Traders’ Terms and Conditions, should have been a resolved item.

RESOLVED: that the minutes of the meeting of the Finance and General Purposes Committee held on 17 June 2009 be received and the recommendations therein be adopted as set out below:



(Minute 9)
TOWN HALL HERITAGE AND CONSERVATION PROJECT

The recommendation was moved by Councillor Mrs M.J. Ray and seconded by Councillor Ms R.C. Kayes. It was put to the vote and declared to be carried and 

	RESOLVED:
	(1)
	that the latest position on the Town Hall Heritage Conservation Project be noted as set out in the report.



	
	(2)
	that the Town Clerk be authorised to submit the planning application and building regulations applications on the basis of the plans and designs 

reported at the meeting, including making provision for the Tourist Information Centre (TIC) although any relocation of the TIC is subject to 
further discussion and agreement with the District Council.  



	
	(3)
	that the Town Clerk be authorised to submit the second stage Heritage Lottery Fund application, subject to consultation with the Town Hall and Bucky Doo Working Party, at its next meeting on 29 July. 


	
	(4)
	that the options for the relocation of the town centre 

toilets be noted and the District Council be informed that the Town Council would have no objections to either Wykes Court Car Park or South Street Car Park for the relocated town centre toilets, although its preference at this stage and pending the outcome of the District Council’s feasibility study, was South Street Car Park.






(Minute 10)
APPOINTMENTS & REPRESENTATIVES OF THE COUNCIL

The recommendation was moved by Councillor Mrs M.J. Ray and seconded by Councillor Ms R.C. Kayes. It was put to the vote and declared to be carried and 

	RESOLVED:
	(1)
	that the appointments and representatives on outside bodies for 2009/10 be approved as set out in the report subject to the following updates:

· Cllr K.G. Wallace to be the representative on the Chamber of Trade and Commerce 

· a vacancy remains for the Axe Valley and West Dorset Ring and Ride Service.



	
	(2)
	that the cheque signatories for 2009/10 are Cllrs: G.J. Ackerman, Miss S.A. Brown, C.M. Ray,  R.J. Stoodley and D.R. Tett.




(Minute 11)
ANNUAL ACCOUNTS – YEAR ENDING 31 MARCH 2009

The recommendation was moved by Councillor Mrs M.J. Ray and seconded by Councillor D.G. Rickard. It was put to the vote and declared to be carried and 

	RESOLVED:


	that the draft accounts be approved, subject to the following minor amendments agreed at the Finance and General Purposes Committee, following the final visit of Internal Auditor:

· Section 137 figure to be £3,604 with the £15,750 figure appearing under “Other Services”.

· A comparative expenditure sub total for 2007/8 should be added.

· Investment figure to be £671 not £835 following stock repayment during the year.






(Minute 13)
WEST BAY PLAY AREA – PROJECT PLAN

The recommendation was moved by Councillor Mrs M.J. Ray and seconded by Councillor Ms S.J. Williams. It was put to the vote and declared to be carried and 

	RESOLVED:
	(1)
	that the proposals to develop the project for a play area at West Bay be approved as outlined in the report, Cllrs K.G. Wallace and the Chairman of the Finance and General Purposes Committee be appointed as the Town Council’s representatives to serve on the Steering Group and the Committee receive a report at its September meeting, to approve the detailed scheme. 


	
	(2)
	that the lease of the land from West Dorset District Council for the play area be signed – the term of the lease to be 30 years at a peppercorn rent. 




18.
STATEMENT OF ACCOUNTS AND ANNUAL GOVERNANCE STATEMENT

Members considered a report of the Town Clerk, ENCL: 2079, which included Sections 1, 2 and 4 of the Annual Return for the year ended 31 March 2009.  Section 4 was included for information and the Town Clerk outlined the content of Sections 1 and 2.


The recommendation was moved and seconded and put to the vote and declared to be carried. It was therefore:

RESOLVED: that Sections 1 and 2 of the Annual Return for the year ended 31 March 2009 - the Statement of Accounts and the Annual Governance Statement - be approved.
19.
SHORELINE MANAGEMENT PLAN


Members considered a report of the Town Clerk, ENCL: 2080.



The recommendation was moved and seconded and put to the vote and declared to be carried. It was therefore:


RESOLVED: that the Town Clerk, in consultation with the Leader of the Council, be given delegated authority to draft the response on behalf of the Council. The response to be reported for approval to the Environment and Social Wellbeing Committee at its meeting on 8 July 2009.

20.
COMMUNICATIONS
The following items were reported for information:

(1)
The Town Mayor reported his list of engagements, ENCL: 2072.

(2)
The Town Clerk reported that the Climate Change and Energy Awareness Week would take place shortly and would involve Town Council representation at the Food Festival on 27 June, Energy Day on 1 July and at the Charter Fair on 4 July.

(3)
The Leader of the Council reported that the Bridport Co-Housing Community 
had expressed a wish to make a presentation to a future meeting of the 
Plans Committee. He hoped this could be arranged soon.

The meeting closed at 7.42 p.m.

The next meeting of Bridport Town Council will be held on 22 September 2009 
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