           At a MEETING of the BRIDPORT TOWN COUNCIL held in the Town Hall, 

Bridport on Tuesday 23 September 2008 at 7.00 p.m.

           PRESENT     Cllr 
C.M. Ray - Town Mayor (in the Chair)
Cllr
Miss S.A. Brown

Ms F.K. McKenzie



N.K. Cast


Mrs M.J. Ray





J.D. Hunt


D.G. Rickard





Ms R.C. Kayes

R.J. Stoodley
                                         

P.J. Lathey 


Ms S.J. Williams


The Town Mayor’s Chaplain, Canon Reverend Trevor N. Stubbs, said prayers.

22.
APOLOGIES

Apologies for absence were submitted on behalf of Cllrs: G.J. Ackerman, D.R. Tett, K.G. Wallace and C.D. Wild.


23.
MINUTES
The minutes of the meeting held on 22 July 2008 were confirmed as a correct record and signed by the Town Mayor (Chairman).

24.
DECLARATIONS OF INTEREST
Councillors Miss S.A. Brown, C.M Ray, D.G. Rickard and Ms S.J. Williams referred to previously recorded interests declared when considering Town Council grants (number 25 of the Finance and General Purposes Committee minutes being reported to Council). Cllr P.J. Lathey also declared a personal interest in the same item, as a member of the Youth Centre. However, none of the interests were prejudicial as the matter was not being reported for decision.
25.
STANDING ORDER 14 (b)
There were no questions pursuant to standing order 14 (b).


26.
MINUTES OF COMMITTEES
(a)
PLANS COMMITTEE

The minutes of the meetings of the Plans Committee held on 4 August 2008 and 8 September 2008 were presented by the Committee Chairman, Councillor Ms R.C. Kayes. 

RESOLVED: that the minutes of the above meetings of the Plans Committee be received: 



(The only recommendation was min 37 DAPTC AGM Motions, which was 


considered as a separate item on this Council agenda)


(b)
FINANCE AND GENERAL PURPOSES COMMITTEE

The minutes of the meeting of the Finance and General Purposes Committee held on 17 September 2008 were presented by the Committee Chairman, Councillor Mrs M.J. Ray. 
(It was noted that Cllr Ms F.K. McKenzie had given her apologies for this meeting).

The recommendations in the minutes were moved and seconded and it was:
RESOLVED: that the minutes of the meeting of the Finance and General Purposes Committee held on 17 September 2008 be received and the recommendations therein be adopted as set out below:

(Minute 25)
BEST VALUE, SCRUTINY AND TOWN PLAN SUB-COMMITTEE - BRIDPORT AND WEST BAY TOWN PLAN (
	RESOLVED:
	that the fundamental review of the Town Plan now take place in Spring 2009 and the Town Clerk report to the next meeting of the Sub-Committee with a draft timetable for the review.




(Minute 27)
FINANCIAL ESTIMATES 2008/2009 – 1ST REVISION
	RESOLVED:
	that the 1st revision of the 2008/2009 estimates be approved.






(Minute 34)
BRIDPORT DEMOCRACY WEEK EVENT
	RESOLVED:


	that the proposed Democracy Day event be held in the Town Hall on Tuesday 14 October 2008. 





(The other recommendation was minute 29 DAPTC AGM Motions, which 


was considered as a separate item on this Council agenda)

(c)
ENVIRONMENT AND SOCIAL WELLBEING COMMITTEE

The minutes of the meeting of the Environment and Social Wellbeing Committee held on 3 September 2008 were presented by the Committee Chairman, Councillor D.G. Rickard. 

RESOLVED: that the minutes of the above meeting of the Environment and Social Wellbeing Committee be received. 

27.
WASTE MANAGEMENT STRATEGY

Consideration was given to a report of the Town Clerk, ENCL: 1958.


RESOLVED: that the draft response as in the Appendix be approved for inclusion in the questionnaire on the Strategy. The Town Clerk be given delegated authority to complete the questionnaire in consultation with the Chairman and Vice-Chairman of the Environment and Social Wellbeing Committee.
28.
DAPTC AGM MOTIONS
Councillors considered a report of the Town Clerk, ENCL: 1959.


The motion from Blandford Forum Town Council was generally supported on the basis that some councils, that may not want to pay members' allowances, may want to have the power to pay out of pocket expenses for the use of IT. However, it would be for each council to decide whether to take up this power, should it be granted.


RESOLVED: that the four motions to the DAPTC AGM set out in the agenda be 
supported by this Town Council. The motions in summary being:
· Blandford Forum Town Council - out of pocket expenses for use of IT.

· Proposer to be arranged - increase in tax exempt mileage rates.

· Piddle Valley Parish Council - concern at increased use of retrospective planning applications and Certificates of Lawful Use.

· Chideock Parish Council - more resources for planning enforcement.

29.
REGIONAL SPATIAL STRATEGY
Consideration was given to a report of the Town Clerk, ENCL: 1960.


Members made the following comments:

· it was noted that there was a 15% increase in housing numbers proposed for the rest of West Dorset. This was to allow for growth in towns such as Bridport, although the locations were not specified.


· the town would need the infrastructure and employment to serve the increased number of houses, should they come to this area.


· there was concern at the reported provision of affordable housing to be 35%. This Town Council had argued, in its response to the Housing Strategy, that this should be 50%.


· there was concern at the failure to include more ambitious targets for sustainable construction and renewable energy on development sites, as recommended by the independent panel.


RESOLVED: that the Town Clerk be given delegated authority to respond to the consultation on the amendments to the Regional Spatial Strategy, to include the comments set out above. All members to be sent a copy of the draft response and be given the opportunity to suggest any additional comments.

30.
BT PAYPHONES

Councillors considered a report of the Town Clerk, ENCL: 1961.


RESOLVED: that British Telecom be notified of the Town Council's continued objection to the loss of the 3 public payphones identified. The Town Council did not wish to either adopt or sponsor any of the boxes as it considered this service to be the responsibility of BT and it did not have the resources to take on the continued maintenance liabilities.
31.
SOCIAL WELLBEING WORKING GROUP
RESOLVED: that Cllrs N.K. Cast, Ms R.C. Kayes, P.J. Lathey, D.G. Rickard and Ms S.J. Williams be appointed to serve on the Social Wellbeing Working Group for the municipal year 2008/9.

32.
COMMUNICATIONS
The following items were reported for information:

(1)
The Town Clerk reported that he and the Leader of the Council had attended a meeting on whether it was necessary to establish a Dorset Towns Forum to distribute the funding remaining after the closure of the Market and Coastal Towns Initiative. This issue had been reported by the Leader of the Council to the last Town Council meeting. The Town Clerk said that the meeting had agreed that a draft proposal should be drawn up for such a Forum to enable town councils and community partnerships to formally consider and respond to the idea. Members would therefore have the opportunity to discuss this matter.
(2)
The Town Mayor reported that, in future, he would be preparing a report on his civic engagements, which would be circulated with the Council agenda.
The meeting closed at 7.42 p.m.

The next meeting of the Bridport Town Council will be held on 25 November 2008 
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