           At a MEETING of the BRIDPORT TOWN COUNCIL held in the Town Hall, 


Bridport on Tuesday 24 November 2009 at 7.00 p.m.

           PRESENT     Cllr C.M. Ray - Town Mayor

	Cllrs
	G.J. Ackerman
	Mrs M.J. Ray

	
	Miss S.A. Brown
	D.G. Rickard

	
	P.J. Colfox
	R.J. Stoodley

	
	J.D. Hunt 
	D.R. Tett

	
	Ms R.C. Kayes
	K.G. Wallace

	
	Ms F.K. McKenzie

	C.D. Wild

	
	M.P. Parsons
	Ms S.J. Williams


Prior to the start of the meeting, the Town Mayor’s Chaplain, Reverend Janis Moore, said prayers.


PUBLIC FORUM


Mr Tim Crabtree, interim Chairman of the Bridport Area Development Trust, made a presentation to the Council on the newly formed Bridport Area Development Trust. He explained the background to the formation of the Trust, which had been under consideration for some time by the Bridport Local Area Partnership. BLAP had included the identification of Trustees as a key action in its latest Action Plan. It was intended that BLAP organisations would be invited to become members of the Trust and appoint its permanent directors. It was hoped that this would happen next year. 
There were a large number of groups delivering projects in Bridport and at this stage the role of the Trust would be to assist in the delivery of projects, whether by holding assets or sourcing funding which in some cases might not be available to local authorities. As an example, the Trust was looking to seek funds to develop a Business Plan for the Literary and Scientific Institute building and applying for funds to support the Town Council’s Town Hall project. 
Tim was thanked for his presentation.

27.
APOLOGIES

An apology for absence was submitted on behalf of Cllr K.A. Day. 
28.
MINUTES
The minutes of the meeting held on 22 September 2009 were confirmed as a correct record and were signed by the Town Mayor (Chairman).

29.
DECLARATIONS OF INTEREST
Cllr G.J. Ackerman declared a personal and prejudicial interest in minute 31 (Finance and General Purposes minute 55 West Bay Methodist Chapel), as a Trustee of the Museum. He left the room during consideration of this item.


Cllr Mrs S.A. Brown declared a personal and prejudicial interest in minute 31 (Finance and General Purposes minute 55 West Bay Methodist Chapel), as Chairman of the Museum. She left the room during consideration of this item.


Cllr P.J. Colfox declared a personal interest in minute 31 (Finance and General Purposes minute 55 West Bay Methodist Chapel), as a member of the Gig Rowing Club.


Cllr Ms S.J. Williams declared a personal and prejudicial interest in minute 31 (Finance and General Purposes minute 55 West Bay Methodist Chapel), as a Trustee of the Museum. She left the room during consideration of this item.

30.
STANDING ORDER 14 (b)
There were no questions pursuant to standing order 14 (b).


31.
MINUTES OF COMMITTEES
(a)
PLANS COMMITTEE

The minutes of the meetings of the Plans Committee held on 5 October and 2 November 2009 were presented by the Committee Chairman, Councillor Ms S.J. Williams. 

The Council considered each set of minutes separately.

RESOLVED: that the minutes of the meetings of the Plans Committee held on 5 October and 2 November 2009 be received. 

(b)
FINANCE AND GENERAL PURPOSES COMMITTEE

The minutes of the meeting of the Finance and General Purposes Committee held on 11 November 2009 were presented by the Committee Chairman, Councillor Mrs M.J. Ray. 

RESOLVED: that the minutes of the meeting of the Finance and General Purposes Committee held on 11 November 2009 be received and the recommendations therein be adopted as set out below:

(Minute 52)
EXTERNAL AUDIT 2008/2009
The Town Clerk reported on the outcome of the audit and the one issue raised by the External Auditor relating to the treatment of investments. This would be looked at by the Best Value and Scrutiny Sub Committee. 

He also reported that, on the advice of the External Auditor, it had been necessary to make a technical amendment to the Statement of Accounts in the Annual Return to reduce the amount shown under section 6 – other payments – by £45,675 and to increase the balances in section 7 by the same amount. The Auditor advised that the creditors should only include balances where works had been undertaken before the year end or grants received in advance. Therefore, the creditors figure was reduced by £45,675 with the corresponding increase in the balances. The Auditor had agreed that the amendment could be countersigned by the Town Clerk and the Mayor.
The recommendation in the minutes was moved by Councillor Mrs M.J. Ray and seconded by Councillor G.J. Ackerman. It was put to the vote and declared to be carried and 

	RESOLVED:
	that the outcome of the external audit and the amendment to the Annual Return reported above be noted.




(Minute 53)
FINANCIAL ESTIMATES 2009/2010 – 2nd REVISION

The recommendation was moved by Councillor Mrs M.J. Ray and seconded by Councillor Miss S.A. Brown. It was put to the vote and declared to be carried and 

	RESOLVED:
	that the 2nd revision of the 2009/2010 estimates be approved.






(Minute 54)
CONSULTATION ON THE PROPOSED CLOSURE OF 




BRIDPORT MAGISTRATES’ COURT
The recommendation was moved by Councillor Mrs M.J. Ray and seconded by Councillor Ms S.J. Williams. It was put to the vote and declared to be carried and: 

	RESOLVED:
	that in response to the consultation on the proposed closure of the Bridport Magistrates’ Court, the Town Council express its strong disappointment and regret at the proposed closure and the Town Clerk be given delegated authority to draft the response, to also cover the other comments made by the Committee, as set out in the Finance and General Purposes Committee minutes.





(Minute 55)
OPTIONS FOR USE OF WEST BAY METHODIST CHAPEL
It was noted that the Committee had felt that, whilst the recommended proposal should be progressed, the District Council should continue to keep all options under review. This was supported by the Council.
The recommendation was moved by Councillor Mrs M.J. Ray and seconded by Councillor Ms S.J. Williams. It was put to the vote and declared to be carried and: 

	RESOLVED:
	(1)
	that West Dorset District Council be notified that the Town Council agrees that the interest expressed by the Museum Trust provides an opportunity to develop the West Bay Methodist Chapel in line with the intention to provide a visitor attraction or similar community use, and the further development of this proposal be supported,


	
	(2)
	that this Committee receives further reports as the proposal is developed.


(Minute 57)
SUSTAINABLE COMMUNITIES ACT

The recommendation was moved by Councillor Mrs M.J. Ray and seconded by Councillor D.G. Rickard. It was put to the vote and declared to be carried and: 

	RESOLVED:
	that the proposals to amend the Sustainable Communities Act, to include local councils in the process and provide local spending reports, be supported and the local MP be asked to support the Early Day Motions proposing the amendments.





(Minute 62)
BT ADOPT A KIOSK SCHEME
The recommendation was moved by Councillor Mrs M.J. Ray and seconded by Councillor D.G. Rickard. It was put to the vote and declared to be carried and: 

	RESOLVED:
	that the invitation from British Telecom to adopt a 
telephone kiosk be not accepted.






(Minute 63)
REPRESENTATIVES ON OUTSIDE BODIES
The recommendation was moved by Councillor Mrs M.J. Ray and seconded by Councillor Ms S.J. Williams. It was put to the vote and declared to be carried and: 

	RESOLVED:
	that the appointments to outside bodies be approved as follows: -

PACT – Cllr Ms R.C. Kayes.

Leisure Centre – Cllr D.G. Rickard.


Axe Valley & West Dorset Ring & Ride Service - vacant.

Flood Wardens – Cllr G.J. Ackerman, Daryl Chambers, Nigel Case, David Dawson, Mark Westendorp, Gerald Paget, Harry Britton and Paul Stevens.

Bridport Local Food Group – Cllr D.G. Rickard.


32.
MEETINGS CALENDAR
The Leader of the Council provided an update on two matters being progressed by the Environment and Social Wellbeing Committee – the provision of energy monitors and the establishment of community justice panels.

RESOLVED: that the meeting of the Environment and Social Wellbeing Committee, originally scheduled for Wednesday 9 December 2009, will now take place on Wednesday 13 January 2010.

33.
MARKET BAGS

Consideration was given to a report of the Town Surveyor, ENCL: 2145.

The arrangements for the supply of the market bags, an example of the bag and the wording were reported at the meeting.


RESOLVED: that the arrangements for the supply of new markets bags be approved namely:
(1) 5,000 bags to be purchased at £1 each for use by market traders and the shops,

(2) that half the costs of the bags (£2,500) for use by the shops, be met by the Chamber of Trade and Commerce. The Chamber to be responsible for distributing these bags.

(3) that the Town Council meet the other half of the costs of the bags (£2,500) from the market advertising budget and they be made available to traders for use on the market, in line with the previous arrangements for the supply of bags, the details to be agreed by the Town Clerk.
34.
COMMUNICATIONS
The following items were reported for information:

(1)
The Town Mayor reported 


(a) his list of engagements, ENCL: 2110.


(b) that the Police Ball was to be held on 28 November 2009.

(c) that the Rights Respecting Workshop, to be led by pupils of Sir John Colfox School, will be held in the Town Hall on 1 December 2009.

(d) that all members were invited to the annual carol service, at 6.30pm on 20 December 2009, in St Mary’s Church. 

(2)
The Leader of the Council reported 
(a) the thanks of the Leisure Centre for their £4,000 grant, following his attendance at his first Trust meeting, as the Town Council’s representative,

(b) that the Magna Skilling regeneration project was progressing well and the associated community group had recently produced its first newsletter, and

(c) that he had attended a conference on Local Area Partnerships and Community Planning organised by DAPTC and the Bridport Local Area Partnership had been mentioned as a model of a successful local partnership.
The meeting closed at 7.55 p.m.

The next meeting of Bridport Town Council will be held on 2 February 2010 
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