At a MEETING of the BRIDPORT TOWN COUNCIL held in the Town Hall, 

Bridport on Tuesday 24 July 2007 at 7.00 p.m.

           PRESENT     Cllr 
G.J. Ackerman - Town Mayor  

Cllr 
Miss S.A. Brown

Mrs M.J. Ray


N.K. Cast


D.G. Rickard

P.J. Colfox


R.J. Stoodley

Ms F.K. McKenzie

K.G. Wallace

C.M. Ray


C.D. Wild







Ms S.J. Williams     
                                     
 


The Town Mayor’s Chaplain, Canon Reverend Trevor N. Stubbs, opened the 
meeting with prayer.

PUBLIC FORUM

  
The members of the public present declined the opportunity to speak and indicated that they wished to observe the proceedings.
12.
APOLOGIES

Apologies for absence were received from Cllrs: J.D. Hunt, Ms R.C. Kayes, 

P.J. Lathey and D.R. Tett.
13.
MINUTES
The minutes of the meeting held on 24 May 2007 were confirmed as a correct record and signed by the chairman.

14.
DECLARATIONS OF INTEREST
The previously recorded interests declared by town councillors in the minutes listed below were noted.


Cllr Miss S.A. Brown’s recorded personal interests regarding the minutes of the Finance and General Purposes Committee meeting held on 4 July 2007 be extended to include her involvement with the Charter Fair and the Museum Trust.

Cllr Ms F.K. McKenzie’s recorded personal interest as registered in the minutes of the Finance and General Purposes Committee meeting held on 4 July 2007 is in respect of the Charter Fair, not BYPAT. This will be duly amended at the next meeting of this committee.

Cllr C.D. Wild declared a personal interest in respect of the Environment and 
Social Wellbeing committee meeting held on 11 July 2007, being a member of the 
Bridport Environment Group.

15.
STANDING ORDER B14 (b)
There were no questions pursuant to standing order B14 (b).


16.
MINUTES OF COMMITTEES
(a)
PLANS COMMITTEE

The minutes of the meetings of the Plans Committee held on 29 May, 

25 June and 9 July 2007 were presented by Cllr Ms F.K. McKenzie (Vice Chairman). 
RESOLVED: that the minutes of the above meetings of the Plans Committee be received. 
(b)
FINANCE AND GENERAL PURPOSES COMMITTEE

The minutes of the meeting of the Finance and General Purposes Committee held on 4 July 2007 were presented by Cllr C.M. Ray (Chairman). The Town Clerk drew attention to the recommendations contained in Minutes 9 and 14. 
RESOLVED: that;

(i) the minutes of the meeting of the Finance and General Purposes Committee held on 4 July 2007 be received and the recommendations approved,

(ii) the Annual Accounts – Year Ending 31 March 2007 be approved 
     (Minute 9 refers),

(iii) the Revised Code of Conduct including paragraph 12(2) be adopted by the town council (Minute 14 refers).   


(c)
ENVIRONMENT AND SOCIAL WELLBEING COMMITTEE



The minutes of the meeting of the Finance and General Purposes 



Committee held on 11 July 2007 were presented by Cllr D.G. Rickard 


(Chairman).



RESOLVED: that the minutes of the meeting of the Environment and 


Social Wellbeing Committee held on 11 July 2007 be received and the 


recommendations approved.

17.
DORSET LIBRARY SERVICE: BRIDPORT LIBRARY
         
Consideration was given to ENCL: 1803 and the Town Clerk reported the outcome of the Dorset County Council meeting on 19 July 2007 which had endorsed the reduction of 5 hours per week for the Bridport Library. The County Council will now formally consult with the town council and on receipt of their letter the contents will be reported to members. It is envisaged that the consultation period will be up to the end of September 2007.
           Town councillors were concerned about the reduction of opening hours and to the book budget, staffing cuts and the potential impact on the disadvantaged people of the town. However the town council will now wait for the consultation letter to arrive and to consider the details before making any further comment.

RESOLVED: that the above report be received and that a further report will be submitted for consideration following receipt of the consultation letter from the Dorset County Council be noted.
18.
COMMUNICATIONS
The Town Clerk, at his final meeting before retirement, thanked Councillors for their efforts and co-operation during his term and said how much he had enjoyed his time with the town council. He was pleased that he was able to usher in the new council and see through the first cycle of meetings. He also expressed his appreciation to the Town Council staff for all they had done and concluded that good progress had been made and wished his successor well.  
The Leader of the Council, Chairman of the Finance and General Purposes Committee and Town Mayor responded appropriately.

The Town Mayor announced that the RNLI will be holding their raft race at West Bay on Thursday 26 July 2007.  

The meeting closed at 7.30 p.m.

The next meeting of the Bridport Town Council will held on 

25 September 2007 
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