           At a MEETING of the BRIDPORT TOWN COUNCIL held in the Town Hall, 

Bridport on Tuesday 25 November 2008 at 7.00 p.m.

           PRESENT     Cllr 
C.M. Ray - Town Mayor (in the Chair)
Cllr
G.J. Ackerman


Mrs M.J. Ray

P.J. Colfox



D.G. Rickard



J.D. Hunt



R.J. Stoodley

Ms F.K. McKenzie


D.R. Tett





M.P. Parsons


C.D. Wild                                        








Ms S.J. Williams


The Town Mayor’s Chaplain, Canon Reverend Trevor N. Stubbs, said prayers.

This was the last Council meeting before Trevor Stubbs was due to leave for Sudan in January 2009. The Mayor was joined by all members in thanking Trevor for the support he had given to the Town Council and wishing him well for the future. 


PUBLIC FORUM

Arthur Woodgate from the Youth Service introduced four students from the Sir John Colfox School, who circulated to members a list of the main issues that they had identified at the recent Bridport Democracy Day event. 
The Town Mayor thanked them for their attendance and assured them that these issues would be looked at by the Town Council.

33.
APOLOGIES

Apologies for absence were submitted on behalf of Cllrs: Miss S.A. Brown, 

N.K. Cast, Ms R.C. Kayes and P.J. Lathey. 


34.
MINUTES
The minutes of the meeting held on 23 September 2008 were confirmed as a correct record and signed by the Town Mayor (Chairman).

35.
DECLARATIONS OF INTEREST
There were no declarations of interest.
36.
STANDING ORDER 14 (b)
There were no questions pursuant to standing order 14 (b).


37.
MINUTES OF COMMITTEES
(a)
PLANS COMMITTEE

The minutes of the meetings of the Plans Committee held on 6 October 2008 and 10 November 2008 were presented by the Committee Vice Chairman, Councillor Ms S.J. Williams. 

RESOLVED: that the minutes of the above meetings of the Plans Committee be received. 

(b)
FINANCE AND GENERAL PURPOSES COMMITTEE

The minutes of the meeting of the Finance and General Purposes Committee held on 12 November 2008 were presented by the Committee Chairman, Cllr Mrs M.J. Ray. 
RESOLVED: that the minutes of the meeting of the Finance and General Purposes Committee held on 12 November 2008 be received and the recommendations therein be adopted as set out below:

(Minute 47)
FINANCIAL ESTIMATES 2008/2009 – 2nd REVISION
The recommendation was moved by Cllr Mrs M.J. Ray and seconded by Cllr D.G. Rickard. The recommendation was put to the vote and declared to be carried. It was therefore:
	RESOLVED:
	that the 2nd revision of the 2008/2009 estimates be approved.



(Minute 48)
EXTERNAL AUDIT 2007/2008
The recommendation was moved by Cllr Mrs M.J. Ray and seconded by Cllr P.J. Colfox. The recommendation was put to the vote and declared to be carried. It was therefore:
	RESOLVED:
	that following the completion of the Audit, the Statement of Accounts and Annual Governance Statement for the year ended 31 March 2008 be approved and that the public notice of the completion of the Audit be given, as required by legislation.





(Minute 49)
ANNUAL INVESTMENT STRATEGY
The recommendation was moved by Cllr Mrs M.J. Ray and seconded by Cllr P.J. Colfox.

An amendment was moved by Cllr D.R. Tett and seconded by Cllr Ms F.K. McKenzie that in paragraph 3.2 of the strategy, the word ‘any’ in the penultimate line be replaced with the words “one or more”. 

The amendment was put to the vote and declared to be carried.

The amended recommendation was put to the vote and declared to be carried. It was therefore:

	RESOLVED:


	that the revised Annual Investment Strategy for 2008/2009 be approved subject to an amendment to paragraph 3.2 to replace the word ‘any’ in the penultimate line with the words “one or more” to read:
“..…invested in short term deposits with one or more of the UK major clearing banks and/or building societies.”




(Minute 50)
CODE OF CONDUCT FOR MEMBERS AND EMPLOYEES – 



CONSULTATION DOCUMENT

The recommendation was moved by Councillor Mrs M.J. Ray and seconded by Councillor D.R. Tett.

The recommendation was put to the vote and declared to be carried. It was therefore:

	RESOLVED:


	that the proposed changes to the members’ code of conduct be noted without comment and that the principle of an employees’ code of conduct be supported for senior officers of local councils. 




(Minute 53)
LAND TRANSFERS
The recommendation was moved by Councillor Mrs M.J. Ray and seconded by Councillor Ms S.J. Williams.
The recommendation was put to the vote and declared to be carried. It was therefore:

	RESOLVED:


	that the following land transfers be formally approved and the leases be signed and sealed on behalf of the Town Council:  
· Renewal of a five year lease at a peppercorn rent of Land Adjoining Rivervale, Flaxhayes;

· Receipt of Land at St Swithins Road from Magna Housing as a gift;

· Receipt of Land at Skilling from Magna Housing as a gift;

· Acceptance of Land at Priory Lane on a 30 year lease at a peppercorn rent, with the intention that the land is transferred to the local community group. The onward transfer to be subject to a further report to members.


38.
DORSET LOCAL TRANSPORT PLAN 2006 TO 2011
Consideration was given to a report of the Town Clerk, ENCL: 1991.


RESOLVED: that the response provided by the deadline of 23 November be noted,  as attached as an Appendix to the report. 
39.
DESIGN AND SUSTAINABLE DEVELOPMENT PLANNING GUIDELINES
Councillors considered a report of the Town Clerk, ENCL: 1992.

It was generally agreed that the Town Council should ensure that the Guidelines were referred to and highlighted, when appropriate, in making responses on planning applications.

RESOLVED: that the response provided by the deadline of 24 November be noted, as attached as an Appendix to the report. 
40.
AONB MANAGEMENT PLAN
Consideration was given to a report of the Town Clerk, ENCL: 1993.

The recommendation was moved and seconded. It was:


RESOLVED: that the suggested response be approved as attached as an Appendix and be submitted by the deadline of 30 November.
41.
DORSET TOWNS FORUM
The Town Clerk reported that this Council had previously expressed doubts as to whether it was necessary to establish a Dorset Towns Forum to distribute the funding remaining following closure of the Market and Coastal Towns Initiative.

A draft proposal had been produced following a meeting of the West Dorset Partnership Chairman, Dorset-Squared Ltd and Dorset Community Action. In general, and following the concerns about unnecessary bureaucracy and duplication, the proposal was that the structure should be kept simple, whilst enabling the remaining funding to be released for projects in Dorset. Community led partnerships and town councils would be represented and the purpose would be to provide a means of sharing best practice, support and develop partnership-led projects and build and share an electronic database. 

Support would be provided from Dorset-Squared Ltd, who would also be the accountable body. There would only be one annual seminar a year and a very small steering group. 

It was generally considered that this was a less bureaucratic structure than originally proposed but would still enable the funding to come to Dorset.

It was moved and seconded that the proposal be supported. This was put to the vote and declared to be carried. It was therefore:


RESOLVED: that the proposal for a Dorset Towns Forum be supported as summarised above.

42.
HONORAY TOWNSPERSON
The Town Clerk reported that the Town Council did not have the power to confer honorary freedoms to individuals. However, in 1983 it took a decision to institute a roll of Honorary Townspersons in recognition of individuals who in its view had made a significant and lasting contribution to the town. 

Letters had been received in support of Mrs Marjorie Lathey being added to the roll of Honorary Townsmen and Townswomen. This was to recognise Mrs Lathey’s work with charities in the town for over 60 years, including the British Legion, Arthritis Care, West Bay and Bridport Sunday Schools and especially the Red Cross. The nomination had been informally discussed with, and supported by, members of the Finance and General Purposes Committee.

It was proposed by Cllr G.J. Ackerman, seconded by Cllr R.J. Stoodley and unanimously: 

RESOLVED: (1)
that Mrs Marjorie Lathey be added to the roll of Honorary Townsmen and Townswomen in recognition of the significant and lasting contribution that she has made to the town.

(2)
that the Town Clerk make the arrangements for a special Council meeting to formally confer the honour. 
43.
COMMUNICATIONS
The following items were reported for information:

(1)
The Town Mayor reported his list of engagements, ENCL: 1990.
(2)
The Town Clerk reported that he and the Town Mayor would be attending 
Bridport Primary School on Thursday 27 November, to meet children from 
years 5 and 6 to discuss local democracy and how the Town Council works.
The meeting closed at 7.50 p.m.

The next meeting of the Bridport Town Council will be held on 3 February 2009
PAGE  
18

