
 MINUTES of the meeting of the PLANS COMMITTEE held at Mountfield,
           Bridport on Monday 25 June 2007 at 7.00 p.m.

PRESENT
Cllr 
Ms R.C. Kayes (in the Chair)


Cllrs:
G.J. Ackerman

M.P. Parsons
J.D. Hunt


C.M. Ray

P.J. Lathey


Ms S.J. Williams

Ms F.K. McKenzie


Also in attendance: Cllrs: N.K. Cast, Mrs M.J. Ray, D.G. Rickard and K.G. Wallace.


PUBLIC FORUM


16 members of the public attended in respect of A1/2 & 3 Sladers Yard, West Bay and the following spoke in opposition - Ian Brazier, Tim Crabtree, Ursula Hansen, Andrew Leppard, Tony Matthews and Trish Wylie. The concerns highlighted were the detrimental effect on the Industrial and Historical heritage of West Bay, completely change the character of the building and affect the core cluster of like buildings by the unacceptable raising of the roof height, no planning gain or benefit to the community, loss of light and amenity to neighbouring properties, create an unwarranted precedent if approved to a listed building which is based on its current configuration, worried about the stability of the building and whether it could take the loading of additional height, no flood risk assessment  undertaken, not in accordance with the Supplementary Planning Appraisal for West Bay and seemingly no consultation with English Heritage. The consensus was that this building was unique and an architectural gem and as such should not be changed. 
11.
APOLOGIES
There were none. 
12.
MINUTES
The minutes of the meeting of the Committee held on 29 May 2007 were confirmed as

a correct and true record and signed by the Chairman.

13.
DECLARATIONS OF INTEREST
Cllr M.P. Parsons declared a personal interest in respect of application A1/4 and took no part in the discussions with this application.

14.
PLANNING APPLICATIONS

The Town Clerk circulated letters and e-mails received in respect of applications A1/2 and A1/3.
RESOLVED: that the recommendations set out in column 4 of the attached schedule 

A1 be forwarded to the Area Planning Officer and in respect of A1/1 to Dorset County Council. 
15.
PLANNING DECISIONS
      The Town Clerk reported for information, the planning decisions received relating to applications previously considered by the Committee, ENCL.1771.  Concern was expressed at the decision for the refusal for solar panels A1/8 (1/W/06/002047L) .The Town Clerk was asked to write to the West Dorset District Council about this and its policy on applications for renewable energy installations.
      RESOLVED: that the report be noted and the West Dorset District Council be asked for its policy on applications for renewable energy installations.
16.
WEST DORSET DISTRICT COUNCIL
(a) Development Control. Councillors considered a report of the Town Clerk, 
 ENCL: 1781. He also reported on the changes being considered by the West Dorset District Council with a view to move to a paperless system for planning applications. Originally they had an unrealistic timetable for its implementation but after representations, a more practicable time scale is now envisaged.
RESOLVED: that;

(i) the revised schedule of the Plans Committee and the changes envisaged in reporting planning applications be noted,  
(ii) the West Dorset District Council be advised of the town council’s disquiet in holding their Development Control Committee only in Dorchester as this flies in the face of taking measures to combat global warming by giving the residents of Bridport and West Dorset little choice other than to make unnecessary car journeys and / or travelling to Dorchester if they wish to make representations at the West Dorset District Council Development Control committee meetings. 
(b) Affordable Housing Provision – A Consultation Paper. Consideration was given to 

     ENCL: 1782. In view of the importance of affordable housing, it was felt that all town councillors should have the opportunity to contribute to this consultation paper.
RESOLVED: that this topic be considered at the next meeting of this committee with a view of drafting a corporate response at the August meeting of this committee.   
(c) Empty Housing Strategy. The Town Clerk reported that the Plans Group of BLAP had met to discuss this strategy and suggested that in view of the timescale involved, that the Town Council makes use of their findings in order to submit the town council’s views to the West Dorset District Council.
17.
COMMUNICATIONS
The Town Clerk reported receipt of the following: -

(a) Consultations on Proposals to Improve Access to the English Coast: DAPTC had drawn attention to this consultation and that the deadline for comments was 11 September 2007. The Town Clerk asked for volunteers to scrutinise the documentation in order to assist the town council to make a corporate response,
(b) 18-20 Chancery Lane:  West Dorset District Council has advised that an appeal has been lodged against their decision of refusal and this will proceed by way of a hearing. The town council had no objections to this application,
(c) Flaxhayes, Land North of Court Orchard: West Dorset District Council has issued a Concept Statement and have invited the town council to nominate a representative and a reserve for the Project Panel for this scheme of Affordable Housing. The Committee agreed that the town council should take up the invitation and the Town Clerk advised that this would be added to the list of outside bodies to be considered by the Finance and General Purposes Committee at its next meeting. The district council has acknowledged that the provision of allotments and a children’s play area will be added the draft specification.
18.
DOCUMENTS LAID ON THE TABLE
Councillors considered a report of the Town Clerk, ENCL. 1776. 

RESOLVED that the report be approved.

The meeting closed at 8.25 p.m.

The next meeting of the Plans Committee (see minute 16a) will now be held on
9 July 2007
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