At a MEETING of the BRIDPORT TOWN COUNCIL held in the Town Hall, 

Bridport on Tuesday 25 September 2007 at 7.00 p.m.

           PRESENT     Cllr 
G.J. Ackerman - Town Mayor  

Cllr 
N.K. Cast


Mrs M.J. Ray


Ms A.M. Grear

D.G. Rickard

R.C. Kayes


D.R. Tett

Ms F.K. McKenzie

K.G. Wallace

M.P. Parsons

C.D. Wild



C.M. Ray


Ms S.J. Williams     
                                     
 


In the absence of the Town Mayor’s Chaplain, Canon Reverend Trevor N. Stubbs,  
Reverend Janice Moore opened the meeting with prayers.

PUBLIC FORUM

  
The members of the public present declined the opportunity to speak.
19.
APOLOGIES

Apologies for absence were received from Councillors Miss S.A. Brown, P.J. Colfox and J.D. Hunt.
20.
MINUTES
The minutes of the meeting held on 4 July 2007 were confirmed as a correct record and signed by the Chairman.

21.
DECLARATIONS OF INTEREST
The previously recorded interests declared by town councillors in the minutes listed below were noted.

22.
STANDING ORDER B14 (b)
There were no questions pursuant to standing order B14 (b).


23.
MINUTES OF COMMITTEES
(a)
PLANS COMMITTEE

The minutes of the meetings of the Plans Committee held on 6 August and 

3 September 2007 were presented by Councillor Ms R.C. Kayes (Chairman). 
RESOLVED: that the minutes of the above meetings of the Plans Committee be received. 
(b)
FINANCE AND GENERAL PURPOSES COMMITTEE

The minutes of the meeting of the Finance and General Purposes Committee held on 19 September 2007 were presented by Councillor C.M. Ray (Chairman). 
RESOLVED: that the minutes of the meeting of the Finance and General Purposes Committee held on 19 September 2007 be received and the following recommendation approved:
Financial Estimates 2007/08 - 1st Revision (Minute 28 refers).
24.
MEMBERS’ ALLOWANCES
         
Consideration was given to ENCL: 1815.

It was noted that members were being asked only to consider if they wished the West Dorset District Council independent remuneration panel to review their scheme for basic allowances for parish and town councillors. A decision on whether to offer basic allowances to all councillors would not be taken until the independent panel had made its recommendations.


The Town Clerk advised that the current scheme of allowances recommended by the independent panel was based on the size of electorate, and there were other options that could be looked at. These included the size of a council's budget, and the activities and workload of councillors which might be a fairer way to make a recommendation on basic allowances.

RESOLVED: that representations be made to the District Council’s independent 
remuneration panel asking that the panel review the scheme of allowances for town and parish councils noting that a decision on whether to offer basic allowances to Town councillors would not be taken until the Town Council had received the recommendations from the panel.
25.
FLOOD WARDEN

RESOLVED: that the Town Clerk writes to all councillors to ask for a nomination to represent the Council at the Environment  Agency’s Flood Wardens Seminar to be held on 11 October 2007. The Town Clerk to be given delegated authority to make the appointment.
26.
COMMUNICATIONS
The Town Mayor reported that: -  

(a) he had received a commemorative book depicting the history of the former Devonshire and Dorset Regiment, 

(b) he had received a book of Bridport, Tasmania, Australia during a recent visit by one of their elected members,

(c) Bridport Football Club will be holding another fundraising five a side football tournament on Sunday 30 September 2007,

(d) the Black Buoy swimming event was being resurrected and will be held off the West Beach in West Bay on Sunday 30 September 2007 at 2.00pm, and

(e) Mr Steve Keane, an ex soldier, will be walking the 630 miles along the south west coastal path from Minehead to Poole in aid of the Army Benevolent Fund and COSMIC (Children of St Mary’s Intensive Care) and hopes to be in West Bay during Monday 8 October 2007.  

The Leader of the Council welcomed Mr Bob Gillis, the new Town Clerk.  He also thanked the Town Surveyor and the Office Manager for all their hard work in covering the work prior to Bob Gillis taking up the post.

The Leader of the Council asked if officers could reply to the complaint received regarding the horse trough in West Bay. 
The Town Clerk reported that: -   

(a) Another Code of Conduct training day for councillors will be held at the Corn Exchange, Dorchester at 10.00 am on Tuesday 9 October. Members who had not so far received any training on the revised Code of Conduct were encouraged to attend.
(b) The date of the Environment and Social Wellbeing Committee was to be changed to avoid a clash with the reintroduced Christmas Festival on 12 December 2007. The new date would be agreed with the Chairman of the Committee.
The meeting closed at 7.30 p.m.

The next meeting of the Bridport Town Council will held on 

27 November 2007 

PAGE  
7

