           At a MEETING of the BRIDPORT TOWN COUNCIL held in the Town Hall, 


Bridport on Tuesday 3 February 2009 at 7.00 p.m.

           PRESENT     Cllr 
C.M. Ray - Town Mayor (in the Chair)

Cllr
G.J. Ackerman


Ms F.K. McKenzie


P.J. Colfox



Mrs M.J. Ray


J.D. Hunt



D.G. Rickard



Ms R.C. Kayes


K.G. Wallace







Ms S.J. Williams

Janis Moore opened the meeting with prayers.


PUBLIC FORUM


Mr Frank Wilde, Chairman of the Friends of Mountjoy School, reiterated their strong desire for the school to remain in Bridport. He emphasised that the transport links to Bridport were much better than to Beaminster and Bridport, being a larger town, was able to offer much more to children attending the school. He asked that the options to re-locate elsewhere in Bridport be looked at again.


Mr Keith Armstead, the County Council’s Senior Education Officer (Access and Premises) explained the background to the proposal to re-locate the school to Beaminster. He highlighted the OFSTED reports that had been critical of the conditions of the buildings in Bridport and the need to find a suitable alternative site. The County Council had looked at a number of possible sites in the Bridport area but they had been discounted for the reasons given in the report to the County Council’s Cabinet. A public meeting in Bridport had proposed that the sites at Vearse Farm and next to Colfox School be looked at again and they had agreed to do this. He emphasised that this was a West Dorset facility and the facilities available at Beaminster School meant that this was considered to be the best site.

The Senior Education Officer (Access and Premises) circulated copies of the consultation document and answered members’ questions.

The Mayor said that he intended to vary the order of the agenda items and take item 7 on the agenda (minute no. 50) as the first main item, after the formal items of business. The order of the items in the minutes is the same as on the agenda.

44.
APOLOGIES

Apologies for absence were submitted on behalf of Cllrs: N.K. Cast, R.J. Stoodley, 

D.R. Tett and C.D. Wild. 


45.
MINUTES
The minutes of the meeting held on 25 November 2008 were confirmed as a correct record and signed by the Town Mayor (Chairman).

46.
DECLARATIONS OF INTEREST
Cllr P.J. Colfox declared a personal and prejudicial interest in respect of minute 50, as he was related to the owner of a piece of land that had been mentioned as a possible site for Mountjoy School. Cllr Colfox left the room whilst the Council discussed and agreed a recommendation under agenda item 7 (minute no. 50).

47.
STANDING ORDER 14 (b)
There were no questions pursuant to standing order 14 (b).


48.
MINUTES OF COMMITTEES
(a)
PLANS COMMITTEE

The minutes of the meetings of the Plans Committee held on 1 December 2008, 5 January 2009 and 2 February 2009 were presented by the Committee Chairman, Councillor Ms R.C. Kayes. 

Copies of the minutes of 2 February 2009 were made available at the meeting.

RESOLVED: that the minutes of the above meetings of the Plans Committee be received and the following recommendations from the meeting on 

2 February 2009 be approved: - 


(i) West Bay Road Car Park – evening closure
The recommendation was moved by Cllr Ms R.C. Kayes and seconded by Cllr K.G. Wallace. It was put to the vote and declared to be carried. It was therefore:

RESOLVED: that the proposals being considered by the District Council to address the issue of anti social behaviour at West Bay Road Car Park, including the proposed late evening closure of the car park, be supported with reluctance, subject to the Town Council receiving a report back at the conclusion of the temporary closure period. The further report back to allow for consultation with the Town Council on the design options before any scheme is implemented. That report to also include an assessment of other options looked at and show why closure was the preferred measure. 


(ii) B3157 update
Members emphasised very strongly their concern at the original decision taken to remove the road markings. 

It was asked that, as well as wishing to be involved in future consultation on this road, the Town Council should be consulted on all road matters in its area, as it would be normally through its Highways and Transportation Sub Committee. 

The recommendation, with the amendment as above, was moved by Cllr Ms R.C. Kayes and seconded by Cllr K.G. Wallace. It was put to the vote and declared to be carried. It was therefore:

RESOLVED: that it be noted that the road markings on the B3157 were now to be reinstated and the Town Council make strong representations to the County Council regarding the original decision to remove the markings and to ask that the Town Council be represented on the B3157 Project Panel, looking at safety measures along the road, as previously requested. The Town Council to also be consulted on all highway matters affecting the town.

(iii) Town Centre Traffic Proposals

The Town Surveyor was thanked for all his work on this scheme.

The recommendation was moved by Cllr Ms R.C. Kayes and seconded by Cllr Ms S.J. Williams. It was put to the vote and declared to be carried. It was therefore:

RESOLVED:

(1)
that the action set out for each of the proposals be approved, as below:

	Location
	Proposal


	Recommended Action

	East Street
	Installation of loading bay South side outside United Church and Rawles Butchers


	Recommend support

	East Street


	Removal of pedestrian crossing outside W H Smiths 


	Recommend support

	East Street


	Installation of loading bay on South Side immediately after former pedestrian crossing


	Recommend support subject to removal of Zebra Crossing East St

	East Street


	The rest of the slip road to South St immediately after the new proposed loading bay on the South side be made non-loading to prevent slip road being blocked by HGV and Disabled parking


	Recommend subject to removal of Zebra Crossing on East St

	Downes Street


	To be made no right turn
	Recommend no action at present until decision on West St crossing is made.



	Town Hall Traffic Lights
	Hatched no entry area and lanes clearly marked
	Recommend lanes be clearly marked and extended



	South Street


	Installation of loading bay on east side, where the existing Disabled bay is located, outside Double Drive Computers


	Recommend subject to the removal of Zebra Crossing on East St

	South Street


	Installation of new disabled bay on the west side outside Humberts, to replace the one removed outside Double Drive Computers


	Recommend subject to the removal of Zebra Crossing on East St

	Town Hall Traffic Lights
	Sequencing of the lights following Road Safety Audit Report from 29 Oct 2008


	Recommend following all East St works

	West Street
	Replace Zebra Crossing with Puffin Crossing linked to Town Hall lights 
	Recommend support subject to noting that there could be no action until 2010 and in time a pelican, rather than a puffin crossing, be considered. 


(2) 
that the measures proposed above be formally passed to Dorset County Council, to ask that they be progressed noting that, if supported by the County Council, all the measures will be subject to statutory public consultation and order making. 

(3)
that the Town Surveyor progresses the other matters raised as part of the consultation process and report back in due course on these issues and on progress on the measures recommended in (1) above.

(b)
FINANCE AND GENERAL PURPOSES COMMITTEE

The minutes of the meeting of the Finance and General Purposes Committee held on 21 January 2009 were presented by the Committee Chairman, Cllr Mrs M.J. Ray. 

RESOLVED: that the minutes of the meeting of the Finance and General Purposes Committee held on 21 January 2009 be received and the recommendations therein be adopted as set out below:

(Minute 68)
FINANCIAL ESTIMATES 2008/2009 – 3rd REVISION

The recommendation was moved by Cllr Mrs M.J. Ray and seconded by Cllr K.G. Wallace. The recommendation was put to the vote and declared to be carried. It was therefore:

	RESOLVED:
	that the 3rd revision of the 2008/09 estimates be approved.






(Minute 69)
BUDGET AND ESTIMATES 2009/2010


The recommendations, as in the minutes and set out in the agenda, were proposed by Councillor Mrs M.J. Ray and seconded by Councillor K.G. Wallace. Upon being put to the vote, they were declared to be carried. It was therefore:

	RESOLVED:


	(1)
	that the use of reserves as set out in paragraph 4 of the report be approved for 2009/10.



	
	(2)
	that the draft estimates for 2009/10 as set out as Appendix A to the report be approved.



	
	(3)
	that the proposed fees and charges set out in Appendix B to the report be approved for 2009/10, and



	
	(4)
	that the precept levied by the Town Council for 2009/10 shall be £383,082. The Band D charge to remain unchanged at £115.91. The increase of £10,057 in the precept to be met from the increased tax base. The estimated budget deficit for 2009/10 of £7,618 to be met from the Town Council’s reserves. 



(c)
ENVIRONMENT AND SOCIAL WELLBEING COMMITTEE


The minutes of the meeting of the Environment and Social Wellbeing Committee held on 17 December 2008 were presented by the Committee Chairman, Councillor D.G. Rickard. 

RESOLVED: that the minutes of the above meeting of the Environment and Social Wellbeing Committee be received. 

49.
CALENDAR OF MEETINGS

Consideration was given to a report of the Town Clerk, ENCL: 2017.


RESOLVED: that


(a) the report and calendar of meetings for 2009/10 be approved, and 


(b) the meeting of the Finance and General Purposes Committee, scheduled for 
Wednesday 8 April 2009, be rearranged and members be notified of the new date.

50.
MOUNTJOY SCHOOL
Cllr P.J. Colfox left the room prior to the consideration of this item, having declared a personal and prejudicial interest.

Councillors considered a report of the Town Clerk, ENCL: 2020.

In discussion, members made the following comments:

· Bridport was felt to be a better location for the school, as it had good transport links and as a larger town, had better facilities. 

· There were some sites in the Bridport area that needed to be looked at again, particularly two sites next to Colfox School and the site at Vearse Farm. 

· There also needed to be further consultation with parents at the school and people in Bridport.

· It was asked if SW Quadrant could be considered as a possible site. In response, it was reported that up to a hectare of land would be needed for the School. 

Members generally felt strongly that Mountjoy School should remain in Bridport and that the alternative sites in Bridport should be looked at again with full consultation with all stakeholders. A recommendation to that effect was moved by Cllr Ms R.C.Kayes, seconded by Cllr K.G. Wallace, put to the vote and declared to be carried. It was therefore:

RESOLVED: that the Town Council supports the retention of Mountjoy School in the Bridport area and as part of its consultation exercise, the County Council be asked to undertake a comprehensive evidence based review of all the alternative sites in the area, particularly the two sites near Colfox School and the site proposed at Vearse Farm and consult fully with all stakeholders. 

51.
ANNUAL INVESTMENT STRATEGY AND BANKING ARRANGEMENTS – 
APPROVED SIGNATORIES

RESOLVED: 

(1)
that the councillors authorised to sign cheques on behalf of the Town Council be confirmed as follows: Councillors: G.J. Ackerman, Miss S.A. Brown, C.M. Ray, R.J. Stoodley and D.R. Tett.



(2)
that the list of authorised signatories be reviewed annually. 

52.
COMMUNICATIONS
The following items were reported for information:

(1)
The Town Mayor reported his list of engagements, ENCL: 2000 and proposed that he would submit these to supplement his register of interests.

(2)
The Town Clerk reported that Dorset County Council had recently agreed their arrangements in respect of implementing the Sustainable Communities Act. He would be seeking clarification as to the involvement of local community representatives and local councils in the Panel, established by the County Council to consider proposals that come forward under the Act.

The meeting closed at 8.24 p.m.

The next meeting of the Bridport Town Council will be held on 21 April 2009
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