Minutes of the ENVIRONMENT AND SOCIAL WELLBEING COMMITTEE 
of Bridport Town Council held in Mountfield, Bridport on Wednesday 
3 September 2008 at 7.00 p.m.

PRESENT:
Cllrs: 

D.G. Rickard (in the chair)





N.K Cast


C.D. Wild

Ms R.C. Kayes

Ms S.J. Williams

Ms F.K. Mckenzie


PUBLIC FORUM

Mr Ian Robins addressed the Committee and said that he wished to publicise a public meeting that he was arranging on "zero waste", to be held at the Town Hall on the evening of 10 October. 
21.
APOLOGIES
Apologies for absence were received from Cllrs: G.J. Ackerman, P.J. Colfox and K.G. Wallace.
22.
MINUTES
The minutes of the meeting of the Committee held on 25 June 2008 were confirmed as a true and correct record and signed by the Chairman.

23.
DECLARATIONS OF INTEREST
Cllr C.D. Wild declared a personal interest in the information item on the agenda, concerning the New Zealand site, as an officer of the Environment Group. 
24.  
CLIMATE CHANGE AND ENERGY AWARENESS WEEK

Consideration was given to a report of the Town Clerk, ENCL: 1944. 

The Town Clerk reported on the feedback received from organisations that had supported the Energy Day.

It was generally agreed that the week had been a great success and a similar week should be considered for next year. It was also agreed that appropriate regional and national organisations should be given details of the week, as an example of how local councils are taking advantage of the new powers to promote energy awareness.

In discussion of the next steps, it was suggested that a public meeting should be held on proposals for the town to become plastic bag free. However, bearing in mind the zero waste event, the meetings on plastic bags and on transition towns needed to be appropriately timed. The Town Clerk reminded members that, whilst the Town Council could support the setting up of these two meetings, it would not be in a position to provide ongoing support. 


RESOLVED: that the success of the Climate Change and Energy Awareness Week be noted and the following proposals be approved for further action: -

· the Town Clerk to produce an Action Plan for the Nottingham Declaration, to be reported back to this Committee at a later meeting.

· a public meeting to be arranged on Bridport becoming a transition town, with those people who expressed an interest encouraged to form a Steering Group to take this forward.

· a public meeting be arranged to take forward the support for the town to become plastic bag free. 


· the feedback obtained on the Town Hall to be used to inform the Town Council's bid to the Heritage Lottery Fund.


· the feedback on the market to be reported to the next meeting of the Market and Business Liaison Sub Committee.

25.
DORSET WASTE MANAGEMENT STRATEGY
Councillors considered a report of the Town Clerk, ENCL: 1945 and the associated public questionnaire. 

Members discussed the report and raised a number of issues. These included:

· the strategy had to be sustainable.
· there should be a campaign on food and packaging.
· the collection of plastic bottles and food waste should be looked at.

· the issue of a waste transfer station in Bridport needed to be resolved.

It was generally felt that the recycling rates in the area needed to improve and that there was a lot more that could be done in the town and the surrounding area.  The reported public meeting on zero waste was an opportunity to bring people together at the local level.


RESOLVED: that the Chairman and Vice-Chairman of this Committee prepare a draft response to the Strategy, to enable the Town Clerk to report this for approval at the next full Town Council meeting.
26.
DORSET ENERGY WASTE FORUM

Consideration was given to a report of the Town Clerk, ENCL: 1946. 


RESOLVED: that Cllr Ms R.C. Kayes be nominated to attend the next meeting of the Dorset Waste Forum on Monday 13 October 2008 at 10.00 am at the Dorchester Corn Exchange.
27.
HOMELESSNESS STRATEGY
Councillors considered a report of the Town Clerk, ENCL: 1947. 


It was noted that there was a new system of local housing allowance, which it was felt could have an impact on homelessness. 


It was reported that the deadline for comments on the Strategy had passed and initial comments had been made. However, further comments would be welcome at any time, as the Strategy was to be kept under continuous review.


RESOLVED: that the Social Wellbeing Working Group considers the Homelessness Strategy, including the impact of the changes to the local housing allowance, and reports back to a future meeting of this Committee.
28.
NOTTINGHAM DECLARATION

The Town Clerk reported for information that the Declaration had been signed and that, in consultation with the Chairman and Vice-Chairman, he would draw up an Action Plan, to be reported to a future meeting.
29.
UPDATES
The Committee received updates for information on the Community Orchard and the New Zealand Site.
The updates were noted.

30.
OUTSIDE BODIES
BLAST - Cllr Ms R.C. Kayes updated the Committee. 


PACT - the next meeting was on 26 September.

Flaxhayes Panel - Cllr Ms R.C. Kayes updated the Committee on the affordable housing scheme. There was a report going to the West Dorset Executive on 

9 September, outlining the future options for the scheme. She was unable to make the next meeting of the Panel. It was agreed that the Leader of the Council, Cllr C.D. Wild would attend in her absence.

The update reports were noted.

31.
FORWARD PROGRAMME

The Committee considered the following issues for future meetings, to be timetabled by the Town Clerk in consultation with the Chairman and Vice-Chairman: -

· Fuel Poverty and its impact on the area. 
In discussion, it was agreed that this would be an important matter for the Social Wellbeing Working Group to consider and bring forward proposals on what can be done locally. It was recognised that the Town Council did not have the powers or resources to provide financial assistance, but it should be able to work with other agencies to ensure people in Bridport received the support they needed.

· Strategic transport matters within the remit of the Committee, such as bus timetabling etc. 
WATAG needed to be involved in considering this issue.


32.
CORRESPONDENCE

There were no items raised.
The meeting closed at 8.25 p.m.

The next meeting of the Committee will be held on 17 December 2008
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